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Ice Sculpture Stroll and Midnight Fireworks on Boston Harbor Ring in 2019

by Matt Conti, NorthEndWaterfront.com

Penquins at the New England Aquarium

Boston’s waterfront was the place to see 2019

Anchors away for 2019 at the Pilot House

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

Free as a Bird too Soon?
According to a recent fact I read in the Wall Street
Journal, “Twenty-three percent of defendants convicted
of violent felonies in state courts are sentenced to no
incarceration.” Did you know this? I didn’t know the
number was so high.

Bowl Games

Leave Migrants Homeless?

According to the Representative-elect Veronica
Escobar, D-El Paso, who just replaced Beto O’Rourke,
the City of El Paso, Texas was on the brink of a housing
crisis as public officials raced to put up 1,600 migrants
in housing ahead of the Sun Bowl football game earlier
this week. According to Escobar hotel rooms were being
scooped up by fans attending the New Year’s Eve Sun
Bowl game, and they were having a hard time finding
beds for the homeless migrants in this border city.

How Many Will Take on
President Trump in 2020?

I say the number is about 20 but who’s counting.
Most of them look like they are to the left of Bernie
Sanders. It should be very interesting as we start
watching the starting line. Leaders at this point are
Bernie Sanders, Joe Biden, Elizabeth Warren, and Beto
O’Rourke. Worth watching!

ice sculptures on New Year’s Eve! Crowds came
out during the day before the rain washed the
artwork away in the evening. The ice sculpture
stroll was organized by Boston Harbor Now,
teaming up with local businesses and cultural
institutions. We brought our own lights to shine
up the glistening pieces.

It was a soggy 2019 New Year’s fireworks dis-
play over Boston Harbor as pouring rain at mid-
night dampened the longstanding tradition. Still,
the show went on with bursts of color emerging
from a barge between Long Wharf and Fan Pier.
And, there were plenty of hearty souls that came
out to the waterfront to cheer the illuminated
harbor and ring in the New Year. Popular viewing
locations included Columbus Park in the North
End, Fan Pier in the Seaport District, and from
the East Boston Harborwalk/Piers Park.

The annual New Year’s Eve fireworks display

over Boston Harbor is organized in partnership
with the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park,
the Wharf District Council, Boston Harbor Now,
and the City of Boston.

(Photos by Matt Conti, NorthEndWaterfront.com)

L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
Watch Out for La Befana!

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

presents from La Befana, Italy’s
premiere gift-bringer. Along
with the arrival of La Befana,
the Epiphany also ushers in the
Carnival season, a joyous time
of mischief, which paves the
way for spring. With its appeal-
ing imagery of magical witches
and playful silliness, the Italian
Epiphany bursts with unique
and fascinating customs.
Nowadays, Italian children will
receive presents on Christmas
from Babbo Natale, or Santa
Claus. However, La Befana
has still retained her status as
Italy’s most famous folk figure
and favorite gift-bringer. So
who exactly is this mysterious
character? La Befana, whose

name derives from a corruption

Wishing All a Great 2019!
I wish one and all a great News Years. May 2019 be
kind to you.
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If we were only to take a quick
glance around us, the Christmas
season appears to have basi-
cally finished. Scraggly trees
stand forlornly next to dump-
sters and dusty ornaments once
again occupy shelf space in the
closet. Dwindling leftovers and
stale cookie crumbs speak of
the great holiday feasts the pre-
vious week. However, according
to both religious and folkloric
calendars, we are still in the
midst of the Christmas sea-

son! Christmas lasts for twelve
days, up untilJanuary 6, which
is the feast of the Epiphany.
In Italy, the Epiphany, or la
Epifania, is a significant holiday
with traditions that equal those
of Christmas Eve. An ancient
feast day, the Epiphany hon-
ors the visit of the Three Magi
to Baby Jesus. On the eve of
this holiday, Italian children
excitedly head to sleep, know-
ing that in the morning they
will find their stockings full of

of the word “Epifania,” is a fairy-
like witch who, like her male
counterpart, drops presents in
the stockings of good children
while leaving behind coal for
the naughty. She is typically
depicted as an old woman in
raggedy clothes mounted on
a broomstick. A well-known
legend explains La Befana’s
connection to the Biblical story
of the Epiphany. According to

(Continued on Page 4)
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The name “censor” is of
Roman origin. It was the title
that was conferred upon only
two officials and these persons
were elected by the people for a
one and one half year term of
office. Once installed in office,
they exercised extraordinary
powers over the people. It was
the most honored office in the
Roman Republic. The censors
were far less conspicuous than
the consuls because they were
never sent into the fields with
the armies as the consuls were.
In the interior administration
of the city, the censors were
almost autocratic, and answer-
able for their actions only to
each other.

The censors ordered and
supervised the quinquennial
(five-year) census registration.
They determined the obligation
of each Roman citizen to the
state, financial, or otherwise.
They had the power to degrade
anyone and even remove his
name from the roll of free citi-
zens. The censors could prohibit
the publication, distribution, or
the display of anything that they
might consider detrimental to
the morals or safety of the pub-
lic, even this column.

THE CENSUS TAKERS

Emperor Vespasian

References to the methods
used to count the population
go back to ancient times in
almost all nations. The count-
ing differed from our mod-
ern census because the main
purpose of the ancient count
was for taxation and conscrip-
tion. Widespread resentment
towards the census started dur-
ing those ancient times and has
continued through the years to
today.

During regal times in ancient
Rome, the census was taken
by the kings when they came

into power, and then by the
censors during the Republic.
Messengers called all of the
people together in a central
public area. Each tribe pre-
sented itself and the citizens
were called individually accord-
ing to the previous or exist-
ing register. Each person was
required to state under oath,
his age, name and the name of
his father, wife and children. He
was also required to tell where
he lived and the amount of his
property. All of these facts were
compiled by assistants to the
censors. The lists for the distant
provinces were sent to Rome by
the provincial governors, while
a special commission provided
the count for any armies that
might have been engaged in war
outside of the empire. The last
census of this type was taken
by the Emperor Vespasian in
74 A.D.

I suppose we should count
our blessings. When compiling
the ancient census, they took
into consideration not only a
man’s property, but his moral
conduct as well.

NEXT ISSUE:
The Vigils of Old Rome, Part I

Saint John Southworth

by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

John Southworth was born
to a Lancashire family who
lived at Samlesbury Hall near
Preston in 1592. His family,
being Catholic, chose to pay
heavy fines rather than give up
the Catholic faith. He studied
for the priesthood and was
ordained a priest in 1618, at
the English college Douai in
Northern France.

In 1585, a law had been
passed making it a treason-
able act for any priest to
return to England. The law
was later extended to all who
assisted priests. Southworth
was ordained a priest before
he returned to England. He
returned in October of 1619,
where he remained until 1624,
when he was recalled to serve
as chaplain to Benedictine nuns
in Brussels.

After about a year, he
returned to Lancashire, where
he was arrested in 1627, and
imprisoned in Lancaster Castle.
Southworth was later moved to
The Clink in London. He was
sentenced to death for pro-

fessing the Catholic faith, but
in 1630, at the insistence of
Queen Henrietta Maria, he and
seventeen others were delivered
to the French ambassador and
deported to France.

In 1636, he was reported to be
living in the Clerkenwell district
of London where he frequently
visited the plague-stricken vic-
tims of Westminster to adminis-
ter the sacraments and comfort
the sick and the dying.

In 1654, an informer told the
authorities that a Catholic priest
was working in Westminster.
Southworth was arrested and
tried at the Old Bailey. There
was little evidence against him
and friends advised him to deny
being a priest, however, he
would not deny his priesthood
and was condemned to be hung,
drawn and quartered at Tyburn
on June 28, 1654.

The Spanish ambassador
returned his corpse to Douai
for burial. His corpse was sewn
together and parboiled, to pre-
serve it. Following the French
Revolution, his body was bur-
ied in an unmarked grave
for its protection. The grave
was discovered in 1927, and
his remains were returned to
England. They are now kept in
the Chapel of St. George and the
English Martyrs in Westminster
Cathedral in London.

Southworth was canon-
ized on October 25, 1970 by
Pope Paul VI. The Feast of
Saint John Southworth is on
June 271,

language such as Italian?

Street in Burlington.

The Burlington Sons of Italy Lodge #2223
is holding registrations for its 12 week
2019 Spring Semester of Italian Classes on
Wednesday, January 30* from 6:00 to 8:00
p-m. at St. Margaret’s School located on Winn

Classes start on Wednesday, February 6%
at the same location and cover Beginner to
Intermediate to Advanced, six levels in all and
something for everyone depending on your

Italian Language
Beginners/Intermediates Wanted!

Would you like to learn to speak another

Italian.

prior knowledge and expertise in speaking

For details, go to www.burlingtonsonsof
italy.org on your computer and click on
“Italian Classes” to view our class contents,
instructor profiles, dates and times of classes,
a mail-in registration form, and more.

The classes offered twice annually for over
the past 20 years have received high acclaim
and endorsement from Italian organizations.

For more information, call 781-272-0529
or e-mail bsoilodge2223@aol.com.

Energy Bill Scams

by Massachusetts Consumer Affairs

BTN THLF
LTATIRAR AT

As temperatures drop, ther-
mostats begin to rise and many
consumers begin to see their
heating bills increase. It should
come as no surprise then that
scammers capitalize on the
changing seasons by offer-
ing lower energy bills or prey-
ing on fears about paying for
service.

Usually initiated by a phone
call, or less commonly by door-
to-door solicitations and even
the occasional fax, scammers
suggest their company can offer
lower utility bills than larger
providers, such as Eversource,
National Grid, or Unitil, and ask
for account information and/or
billing information to “review”
the account.

Our Office isn’t immune to
these calls. We wrote about this
scam last winter after staffers
received multiple calls on both
personal and work phones
about our accounts. We made
up account numbers and pro-
vided false addresses, but the
scammers had no trouble locat-
ing our accounts! After being
conferenced in with someone
from their billing department,
we disconnected the call. We
also recently received a fax from
a company offering lower rates.
We called the number on the
fax and requested information
about their company and where
they are headquartered. The
scammers didn’t appreciate our
questions and quickly hung-up
the phone.

These scam calls and door-
to-door solicitations can be
confusing because many times
they stem from something
real. Massachusetts residents
have a choice in who provides
their electric supply and the
Department of Public Utilities
has information on their web-
site where consumers can learn
about competitive energy sup-
pliers and choose an alternative
to their service. In an effort to
help combat scammers and
protect consumers, the DPU
issued an order requiring that
all legitimate door-to-door mar-
keting campaigns file a notice
with the Department and fol-
low specific guidelines when
conducting business. Those
individuals doing the solicita-
tions must also produce and
display identification clearly
stating the competitive supplier
or electricity broker’s name,
logo, and the individual’s first
name, photo, and identifica-
tion number; Provide a phone
number on request that the
customer can call to verify the
identity of the individual and
competitive supplier or electric-
ity broker they are representing;
Identify the competitive supplier
or electricity broker which he
or she represents upon com-
mencement of the sales call;
and cannot suggest affiliation
with the local utility.

In other variations of a utility
scam, the scammer threatens

immediate shut-off of the utility
unless payment is made. Often,
they demand a payment, typi-
cally a prepaid debit card from
a store. Utility companies will
never demand a specific kind
of payment.

IF YOU EVER RECEIVE
THESE SOLICITATIONS,
YOU SHOULD:

* Be cautious. Utility compa-
nies will seldom call you or visit
your home without you first
initiating the call or visit.

* Get your most recent utility
bill and ask the caller to recite
your account number. If they
cannot, that’s a sign they’re a
scammer.

¢ Ask for identification. Utility
employees will ALWAYS carry
identification. Don’t let any-
one in your home who cannot
provide proof of who they say
they are.

e Remember your shut-off
rights. Utility companies must
follow strict rules and processes
before turning off your service.
A call or unexpected visit will
never be the first time you’re
learning that you owe money.

For more information on a
particular utility company, visit
their website. Most have infor-
mation about scams and what
type of information a legitimate
employee would request from
you.

If you have additional ques-
tions, contact the Office
of Consumer Affairs and
Business Regulation by call-
ing our Consumer Hotline
at 617-973-8787, or toll-
free in MA at 888-283-3757,
Monday through Friday, from
9:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Follow
the Office on Facebook and
Twitter, @Mass_Consumer. The
Baker-Polito Administration’s
Office of Consumer Affairs and
Business Regulation along with
its five agencies work together
to achieve two goals: to pro-
tect and empower consumers
through advocacy and educa-
tion, and to ensure a fair playing
field for Massachusetts busi-
nesses. The Office also over-
sees the state’s vehicular and
customized wheelchair Lemon
Laws and Arbitration Programs,
Data Breach reporting, Home
Improvement Contractor
Programs and the MA Do Not
Call Registry.

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE OF SALE

Notice is hereby given by Stephens
Automotive Transport, 60 Union Street,
Medford, MA 02155, pursuant to the provi-
sions of G.L.c.255 539A, that on January 21,
2019 at 10AM, at said address, the following
motor vehicle(s) will be sold, in as is condition,
no keys, at public sale to satisfy our garage
keeper’s lien thereon for towing, storage, and
expenses of notice and sale:

2004 CADILLAC SRX, TAN
Vin: 1GYEE637340161820
Jeannette Tremblay
4 Brattle Dr, Apt 21
Arlington, MA 02474

2001 MAZDA TRIBUTE, WHITE
Vin: 4F2CU09181KM44505
Christopher J Labelle
23 Newport St, Apt 3
Dorchester, MA 02125

2001 HONDA CIVIC, TAN
Vin: 2HGES16521H506825
Wilberson Fils-Aime
24 John St, Apt 3
Malden, MA 02148

2002 HONDA CIVIC, GRAY
Vin: THGEM22562L.054050
John Jemenez-Morales
16 Irving St, Apt 1
Revere, MA 02151
Run dates: 1/4,1/11, 1/18, 2019
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J

In Loving Memory of

.

Linda Cole Petrosian
1st Year Anniversary
January 2, 2018 - January 2, 2019

Missing You and that
Beautiful Smiling, Laughing Face.
Miss your dancing and
your free fun spirit for life,
Enjoying every minute and always sharing
and bringing joy to others.

A Life well lived but cut too short.
May the Angels and God hold you tight,
Until We Meet Again
Love
Sebuh, Dimitri, and Alec
Mom, Dad and Sandy
Milan and Sam

\S

LETTERS POLICY

The Post-Gazette invites its readers to submit

Letters to the Editor

e |etters should be typed, double-spaced and must include the
writer's name, address, and telephone number. Anonymous
letters are not accepted for publication.

e Due to space considerations, we request that letters not
exceed two double-spaced, type-written pages.

e This newspaper reserves the right to edit letters for style,
grammar and taste and to limit the number of letters published
from any one person or organization.

e Deadline for submission is 12:00 noon on the Monday prior
to the Friday on which the writer wishes to have the material
published. Submission by the deadline does not guarantee
publication.

Send letter to: Pamela Donnaruma, Editor,

The Post-Gazette, P.O. Box 130135, Boston, MA 02113

Gladys T. Bello

ladys T. Bello, 103,
passed peacefully on
Christmas night at

Christopher House in Worcester
with her loving family at her side.
Gladys was born Allegra Bello
on December 5, 1915, in Oxford
to Salvatore and Carmela (Deliseo)
Bello. Her education started in
Southbridge and continued in the
Worcester public schools. Gladys
worked as an Office Manager
at Worcester County Hospital in
Boylston until she retired in 1979.

community and was recognized
with many citations, awards and
keys to the City.

Gladys was a dedicated member
of the Order of Sons of Italy for
over 70 years and held numerous
offices including President of the
Worcester Lodge #168. She also
served on numerous Commissions
of the Grand Lodge, including
the Junior Division, Organization
and Education, Membership, and
Historical Commissions, and served
as a Delegate to over 30 State

Miss Bello leaves her nieces Mary
Ann and Carmelita Bello, Rita McFadden and her
husband Robert, nephew David Carlson and many
other dear nephews and nieces. In addition to her
family Gladys was blessed to have numerous close
friends at Mount Carmel Apartments, Golden Years
and Sons of Italy.

Besides her parents she is predeceased by her four
brothers Felix, Gerardo, John and Angelo and many
nieces and nephews.

Gladys was committed to serving her community
through her many civic, charitable and religious
endeavors. She was a loyal member of the Our
Lady of Mount Carmel parish and community, past
president of the Golden Years Club in addition to
organizing and participating in the Mount Carmel
feast, Christmas Fair and numerous other functions.
During World War Il she worked with the Italian
American Defense Committee sending letters and
packages to area men in the armed forces, after the
war Gladys was President of American Legion Post
201 auxiliary. The Italian government awarded her
the Star of Solidarity and the title of Cavalier for her
efforts in raising money to fund seven youth centers.
Her charitable activities included March of Dimes,
Nazareth Home for Boys, Calvary Guild and so many
others. She was tireless in her efforts to benefit the

Conventions. Gladys was a 2009
recipient of the Golden Lion Award. Gladys was the
aunt of State Immediate Past President Carmelita
Bello and Past State Trustee Mary Ann Bello

Gladys loved to play bocce and organize bus trips
for Sons of Italy and Golden Years. She enjoyed the
casinos, spending time with her family and friends.
Gladys loved an adventure. She was a devout
Catholic and proud of her Italian-American heritage.

The family is grateful to Dr. Christine MacGinnis
for her wonderful care and thoughtfulness, the staff
and volunteers at Christopher House, the hospice
team at Jewish Healthcare, her two home health
aides Terri and Donna from Epic.

Donations in Gladys name can be made to Mount
Carmel Preservation Society, c/o Carmelita Bello,
4 Cheyenne Road, Worcester, MA 01606.

Glady’s funeral was held Monday, December
31%, from the Mercadante Funeral Home & Chapel,
370 Plantation Street a Mass of Christian burial
was held in the Church of Our Lady of the Angels,
1222 Main Street. Interment was in the family lot
in St. Roch’s Cemetery, 25 Federal Hill Road, Oxford,
MA.

To leave a condolence for the family or share a
special memory of Gladys please visit her memorial
site at mercadantefuneral.com

Dorothy V. Scapicchio
passed away peacefully at
home, in the company of a
loving family. She was 8 1. Born
and raised in Boston's North
End, she was the daughter
of the late Peter and the
late Maria Rose (lascone)
Scapicchio. Dorothy lived
in Medford for many years
and then enjoyed a 25-year
career as an administrative
assistant and secretary for a

North End, Lydia Nuzzo
and her husband Eddie
of Medford, Sebastian
“Sammy" Scapicchio of
Boynton Beach, Fla., the
late Connie, Peter and
Angelo Scapicchio, Mary
McCann and her surviving
husband John, and Robert
Scapicchio and his surviving
wife Florence. Dorothy
also leaves behind many
loving nieces, nephews, great

large brokerage firm in San
Francisco, California. During her retirement,
she returned to live in Boston to be near
her family and also enjoyed her winters in
Florida. Dorothy was devoted to her family
and friends. She had many interests but most
enjoyed following politics and keeping up
with policy discussions and debate. She will
be missed by her family and friends.

The beloved sister of Emilio James
Scapicchio and his late wife Josette of Boston's

nieces and nephews and her
dear friend Dany Quesnel of NH.

Her funeral was at the Dello Russo Funeral
Home, Medford on Wednesday January 2",
followed by a funeral mass celebrated in
St.Joseph Church, Medford. Services conclude
with the burial at Oak Grove Cemetery,
Medford.

In lieu of flowers contributions may be
made in Dorothy's name to the charity of
One’s choice.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Why Not Legalize Marijuna?

Pick up any newspaper and you will no doubt
come across an article detailing the structure of
the new big business of selling drugs. Marijuana,
to be specific, is the focus of the new legal drug
dealers. The media’s matter of fact attitude
toward this insane proposition suggests that the
general consensus regarding the legalizations of
the hallucinogenic drug is not a big deal.

But it is a big deal! At a time when drug addiction
has reached almost epidemic proportions, the
legalization of marijuana was been put to a ref-
erendum vote. For some strange reason it passed
and became THE LAW OF THE LAND. No doubt,
the big money involved in the legal sale of previ-

ously illegal drugs had something to do with it.
Is it no matter that many marijuana users will no
doubt drive under the influence of the drug? The
lethargy that is endemic to regular pot use will
become more pervasive because making it legal
makes it much more attainable. Because it is legal,
users will feel less inhibited about being under its
influence while on the job. Shall we not mention
the consequences of having the “cannabis prod-
uct” available in edible and potable form leading
to the possible ingestion by children? Legalization
of marijuana, who’s idea was the anyway?

Robert D’Amelio

East Boston, MA
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 LAnno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore (Continued from Page 1)

this folktale, La Befana was
sweeping her house when the
Three Magi approached her,
inviting her to accompany them
on their way to find Baby Jesus.
La Befana initially declined,
saying she was too busy with
her cleaning. However, she
later changed her mind and
hopped on her broomstick, fly-
ing through the sky in an effort
to find the Magi. Unfortunately,
she was never able to locate
them, and still soars through
the air with her broom to this
day, depositing presents for
children as she continues to
search for Baby Jesus and the
Magi. When I was a little girl,
I was frightened of La Befana,
whose stern and haggard coun-
tenance formed a sharp divide
to the jolly and merry-faced
Santa Claus. My apprehension
was amplified by the haunting
traditional melody my grand-
mother sang, which intoned
“La Befana vien di notte/Con
le scarpe tutte rotte/Col ves-
tito a la Romana/Viva, viva
La Befana!” (Translation: “La
Befana comes at night/With
her shoes all broken/Dressed
in the Roman style/Long live
La Befana!”). However, I now
love La Befana for her power-
ful symbolism of feminine
strength and her unique sense
of magic. Many scholars believe
that the figure of La Befana
originated from old folk god-
desses who oversaw the tran-
sition from winter to spring,
which intensifies her cultural
significance.

As a matter of fact, the
Epiphany as a whole functions
as a threshold to the arrival of
spring. The winter solstice has
already passed, and the hours
of sunlight slowly lengthen.
The sapphire-blue skies and
golden sunsets of these mid-
winter evenings instill in me an
excitement over the turning of
the yearly cycle. Though we can
of course expect more months
of snow and cold, the promise
of spring now unfolds quietly
before us. The Epiphany ends
the Christmas season, as is
evident in an Italian dictum,
which proclaims “La Epifania
tutte le feste le porta via” (“The
Epiphany sweeps all the feasts
away”). However, the Epiphany
does introduce another season,
that of Carnival. Carnival, the
precursor to Lent and Easter,
extends from the Epiphany to
Mardi Gras, or the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday. As
such, Carnival serves as a
spring festival, a herald to the
still far-off festival of Easter. All
over the world, people bake King
Cakes on Twelfth Night, or the
eve of the Epiphany. King Cakes
are bread made specifically for
the Epiphany and Carnival
season, with variations differ-
ing worldwide. In France, King
Cakes contain a flaky crust
and an almond frangipane fill-
ing. Spanish King Cakes are
adorned with candied fruit.
Louisiana-style King Cakes are
ring-shaped, with a cinnamon-
sugar swirl inside and a color-
ful topping. I make this kind of

King Cake every Twelfth Night,
decorating it with the traditional
Carnival colors of green, purple,
and yellow. I follow the folk cus-
tom of hiding a chickpea inside
the cake — whoever finds it will
receive good luck in the com-
ing year! With such a cheerful
dessert promising good times
ahead, the revelry of Carnival
can officially begin!

Though the Twelve Days of
Christmas are nearing their
close, the celebrations do not
have to end. The Epiphany
provides us with ample ways
to bring more festivity into our
life. We honor the arrival of La
Befana, the magical witch who
fills children’s stockings with
presents under the cover night,
who symbolizes the ancient
strength and power of women
while also ushering the change
of the seasons. We can celebrate
Carnival, that long welcome
to spring that fills our days
with color and laughter. As the
Christmas season yields to the
bright new days of January,
we should always maintain
our childlike wonder and our
love for the magic and myster-
ies of Mother Earth inside us.
So let us get ready for La Befana,
for she lights our way to a
joyful season of hope and
promise!

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at adi-
censo89@gmail.com.

ACROSS
1. Most populous continent
5. Mayan language
8. *Bumpy winter transport
12. Spiritual leader
13. Ledger entry
14. In a cold manner
15. Deodorant’s target
16. African chieftain
17. Asiatic wild dog
18. *Used in fun winter fights
20. Overnight lodgings
21. *Whoville's ____ beast
22. Tropical constrictor
23. E.B. White’s Little
26. What siren does
29. Not a thing
30. Bear the expenses of
33. Between larva and adult
35. In a fitting way
37. Neighbor of Ger.
38. Up and about
39. Unadulterated
40. Excessive protection
42. Middle-earth creature
43. No balance due
45. *Winter Gathering spot
47. Resident uncle?
48. Diarist Anne
50. *Christmas pudding raisin
52. *Done with #8 Across
55. “Fahrenheit 9/11” filmmaker
56. *The stump ofa ____he held tight in
his teeth...”
57. Pout
59. Machu Picchu mountains
60. Snaky swimmers
61. Wild swine
62. Words from Wordsworth
63. Kind of humor
64. Southern stew staple

DOWN

. Gone by

. Wash froth

Fe

. Light display

. Cass Elliot and Michelle Phillips

. Like a crooked kilt?

. Lime-rich soil

. *Hot chocolate add-on

. One with biggest share

. Olden-day elbow-related
measurement, pl.

11. Do after tie

13. Formal discussion
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Winter Fun
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14. “Bite the bullet,” e.g.

19. Verbose

22. Beyoncé, a.k.a. Queen
23. Finger move

24. *Angler's accessory

25. UinUVv

26. Uber alternative

27. Your own teacher

28. Sudden stream

31. Box office failure

32. *Hot Buttered ____

34. St. Louis monument

36. Time for relaxation, pl.

38. Change, as in U.S. Constitution

40.
. Grey'’s fifty
44,
46.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54,
55.
58.

41

“ ’s the word”

Female sirs
Hands on hips
Marketing give-away
Email option
*Hockey turf
Ore deposit
Expel
E-reader brand
____gumon a list of ingredients
Zedong of China
Major time period
(Solution on Page 9)

by Sal Giarratani —}

We Just Can’t Say
C’mon in to the Whole World

Despite what the Fake News
folks at CNN and MSNBC think,
we can’t just say to the whole
world, come here, our borders
are open 24 /7. When the liberal
progressive socialist Democrats
talk about comprehensive im-
migration reform, for them it
starts with OPEN BORDERS
and nothing less.

I love it when liberals always
use that quote on the base of the
Statue of Liberty. America has
been a nation of immigrants. My
grandparents came here over
100 years ago to start a new
life in America. They did it law-
fully, from the town of Sciacca
in Sicily, and from Bere Island in
West Cork. The only thing they
had in common was a desire
to be part of America and have
American children who could
prosper in a new land. No one
expected milk and honey; not
streets paved in gold. That was
just lore!

They came here like millions of
others to be a part of America,
the future homes of their chil-
dren, grandchildren and beyond.
Their goal was to assimilate
as quickly as possible. They
needed sponsors, a place to
live, and a waiting job. They
did just that. Usually, the men
came first and then sent for the
rest of the family in time.

Both of my grandfathers
struggled to build lives for their
families. They worked hard
and saved what they could.
They raised children who were
Americans first.

Today, we see chaos down at
our southern border as thou-
sands of migrants travel over
a thousand miles from their
homes in Central America.

However, instead of doing
things legally, they storm the
U.S. border as soon as it is in
sight. There is an entitlement
today by many immigrants
that they have a right to cross
the U.S. border immediately.
Storming the border is not part
of U.S. immigration policy.
There’s a right way and a wrong
way. Today our liberal media
is pushing OPEN BORDERS
and so too are Democrats and
the progressive wing of that

party who seemingly oppose
orderly immigration and physi-
cal borders.

Thomas Jefferson stated long
ago that a nation without bor-
ders is not a nation. Democrats
keep saying “we don’t need no
stinkin’ border.” We do!

As I write this piece, it is two
days after Christmas. We still
have a partial government shut-
down and we have Democrats
like Pelosi and Schumer who say
a border wall is a non-starter.
President Trump says we need
a border period. On this I agree
with our president. All the fool-
ishness of the Fake News and
the Far Left Democrats is just
that: FOOLISHNESS.

Personally, Idon’t care ifitis a
big wall, tall fencing, alligators,
crocodiles, or piranhas in the
Rio Grande!

Comprehensive immigration
reform must start with a physi-
cal border, more border security
agents, then and only then do
we start working on visa issues
with our aim to fix our broken
current system. However, as
long as we have a free-for-all
down at the border, none of the
hard work to fix things begins.
Without order, how do we have
workable laws?

The Democrats, if they keep
being obstinate, they will lose
the support of the AMERICAN
PEOPLE. We as a nation built on
the backs of earlier immigrants.
We are not anti-immigrant. Oh
yes, there are some whackos out
there who are vicious (always
have been) BUT they are a vast
minority and always have been.

Democrats are barking up
the wrong tree. The federal
budget is now over $4 trillion.
The wall funding, we are talking
here of $5 billion or about one-
tenth of 1 percent. Democrats
don’t value our sovereignty they
don’t want a real border, they
only want apparently an open
door to the world. President
Trump is right on this issue.
The Democrats are wrong!
BUILD THE DAMM WALL! It is
worth the price monetarily and
it will make us more secure,
which is always my bottom line.
Is it yours?

NORTH END &

PRINTING
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5 PRINCE STREET « NORTH END « BOSTON, MA 02113

Owned and operated by Pamela Donnaruma, Publisher, Post-Gazette

Quality Printing
for all your
Commercial and Personal Needs

Stationery ® Business Cards ® Menus ® Flyers
Program Books ® Wedding and Party Invitations
Announcements ® Business Forms and Documents

— COMPETITIVE PRICES —

617-227-8929
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ON THE ROAD
Visiting Giarratani Family Roots

by Sal Giarratani

Lunch at Bencotto Restaurant, L-R: Shafeeqa, Victoria, Sal G, Dominic 4" - aka DJ, Helen,

and Dominic 3%

In 1906, my grandfather migrated to the United
States to start a new life in America for his fam-
ily. He boarded the Mario Manghetti and set sail
across the Atlantic Ocean, finally arriving in
Boston’s North End where his wife’s family was
already living on Fleet Street.

My grandmother’s family had arrived in the
North End in the early to mid-1890s.

Recently, my nephew Dominic and his fam-
ily came up from Austin, TX for Thanksgiving
with my brother’s family from Roslindale. On
November 24%®, I became a tour guide, showing
him and his family where the Giarratani family
started in America. Basically, it was at the Sacred
Heart Parish, the parish of many immigrants from
Sciacca in Sicily.

-
. SACRED HEART CHURCH |
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It all began with the Sacred Heart Church.

The first stop was Sacred Heart Church in
North Square. Upstairs in the back of the upper
church is a large plaque dated 1928, marking
the restoration project of the upper church. My
family name is up there on the plaque with the
Giarratani spelling. More on this to come!

“F and N Giarratani,” The F is for my grand-
mother Filippa and the N is for my Uncle Nick.

This plaque marks the beginning of the
“GIARRATANI” name. When my grandfather
Salvatore Giarratano passed away in 1915, he
lived his whole life as Giarratano.
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L-R: Helen and Victoria loved the Sicilian flag
on the Della Cava Society window.

The change in spelling occurred in the North
End, not at immigration processing. When he
died the records at St. Michael’s listed him as
Giarratano. This is a big mystery that the family
has never solved and mostly stopped caring about
since Giarratani sounded okay to us.

I showed my family where my grandparents
first rented a room in America was. It was in a
large tenement building to the left of the Paul
Revere House. The building was long ago demol-
ished for an extension of the historical site. I
showed them where grandpa lived as a little boy.
Today, it is the playground across from the Paul
Revere House, but back then it was the Sorrento
Hotel. I showed them 46 Lewis Street, where his
dad and I lived in 1953 as little kids.

We ended the tour by having a late lunch at
Bencotto Restaurant at the corner of Fleet and
Hanover streets. I had never eaten there before
and I thought it could be a great experience for
all of us and it was. The pizza we had was great
and we loved those ravioli, too.

My nephew wants me to pick up the tour on
his next visit back to the Giarratani North End
neighborhood.
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Sacred Heart Parish Plaque, 1928
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My grandfather was a founding member of the
St. Cologero of Sciacca Society.
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
208 Cambridge Street
East Cambridge, MA 02141
(617) 768-5800

Docket No. MI18P6234EA

Estate of
ROBERT N. MORLEY

Date of Death October 1,2018

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner
Elizabeth A. Lawrence of New Bedford, MA,
a Will has been admitted to informal probate.

Elizabeth A. Lawrence of New Bedford,
MA has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Repre-
sentative under the Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 1/4/19

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
208 Cambridge Street
East Cambridge, MA 02141
(617) 768-5800

Docket No. MI18P5099EA

Estate of
DOROTHY T. PROIA

Date of Death August 22, 2018

INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner John
L. Proia of South Dennis, MA, a Wil has been
admitted to informal probate.

John L. Proia of South Dennis, MA
has been informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Repre-
sentative under the Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 1/4/19

The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors are not necessarily
the same as those of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo submis-
sions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided they are clear, original photos.
There is a $5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a self-

addressed, stamped envelope.
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by Mary N. DiZazzo

o

Happy New Year ... or is it?

Ciao Bella,

Once again, another year has closed. And once again, we are
at the crossroads of “what can I do to be a better me?” I realize
that the first traditional resolution is “I must lose weight” ... an
absolute fail for all of us! Right?

So instead of the latest diet trend, I want to initiate the most
important aspect of feeling better ... Eating better! This just may
promote the goal in which you want to achieve.

The standard American diet consists of carbs, unhealthy fats,
and processed foods. This way of eating increases “cytokines,”
which are substances in the blood that produce sky rocketing
inflammation making you susceptible to chronic pain. Find foods
with anti-inflammatory effects. Recent studies have proven that
a Mediterranean diet rich in Omega-3 fatty acids is key. Eight to
twelve ounces a week of fresh or frozen fish fillets and shellfish
are a good way to start. Also, canned salmon, tuna and sardines,
walnuts, ground flax seed, chia seeds, leafy greens, broccoli, cab-
bage, and cauliflower are great.

Stay away from foods high in Omega-6s, such as deep fried foods,
mayo, and salad dressing. People that follow a Mediterranean
diet have better heart health and less risk of acquiring dementia.
Vegetables and fruit should rock your world!

Next up is getting enough sleep. I don’t know what it is ... but
my iPad is always calling me just as I should be going to sleep!
Very bad ... since the blue light in your device is a calling card for
a sleepless night! So take a magazine or book to bed and, nighty
night.

Sleep deprivation is most common at a certain age, however, it
can be overcome with patience, a little bit of Melatonin and medi-
tation. Hitting the sack at the same time nightly is necessary to
keep your body in sync. A great night sleep is key to enjoying the
next day and all its glory.

So my Glamazons ... hope these beauty tips will get you on track
and stay there in the coming year! Have a beautiful one!

Buona Giornata and God Bless the USA!

— Mary N. DiZazzo-Trumbull

Read prior weeks “All That Zazz” columns at www.allthatzazz.

com. Mary is a third-generation cosmetologist and a Massachusetts

distributor of Kosmea brand rose hip oil products. She may be
contacted at (978) 470-8183 or mary@mary4nails.com.

PINELLI'S

FUNCTION FACILITY‘

Specializing in the art of celebration
Wedding, Anniversary, Quinceaiiera, Reunion,
Birthday, Social and Corporate Events.
Convenient location and valet parking makes
Spinelli’s East Boston the perfect location.
We are dedicated to the highest level of service and
professionalism to ensure the success of your special occasion.

280 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA
Please Call 617-567-4499 spinellis.com

DiDomenico Foundation
Purchases Over $20,000 in Toys

Members of the DiDomenico
Foundation recently spread
some holiday cheer during
the annual shopping spree
for their toy drive they hold
each year with Mass Badge.
The DiDomenico Foundation
crossed the $20,000 mark for
toys this year, and it was a fun
day for everyone at Target pur-
chasing toys that will go to chil-
dren in family shelters, domes-
tic violence shelters and to
families in need throughout our
communities. The DiDomenico
Foundation is made up of vol-
unteers who work to support
children and families through
activities such as their annual
scholarships and toy drive.

l.'iiﬂnl'hen“

LT LT T

TDomenice

Tuspat i




POST-GAZETTE, JANUARY 4, 2019

PAGE 7

ABCD North End/West End
Neighborhood Service Center
Annual December Holiday Party

The ABCD North End/West
End Neighborhood Service
Center (NE/WE NSC) held its
annual December holiday party
on Friday, December 14%. Over
60 members of the community,
nearly all of them seniors from
the neighborhoods, came to
the center at 1 Michelangelo
Street in the North End for a
feast of ham with all the trim-
mings, topped off by a typical
Italian panettone. The cheery
Christmas tree in the corner,
exploding with colorful decora-
tions in silver, gold, red, blue,
and green, was rivaled only by
the festive holiday decorations
draped over anything that could
sit still and the drop-in center
was cozy and warm.

“Our seniors are family,”
enthused Maria Stella Gulla,
NE/WE NSC Director. “I recall
the North End, where I grew up,
as a child, and we try to recre-
ate that here. Clients are drawn
here because the food is home-
made, hearty, and delicious,
and they are on a first-name
basis with me and my staff. It
is an enjoyable part of drop-

L-R: Josh Young Director, Field Operations & Legislative
Affairs; Johannah Malone, Fundraising Specialist; Senator Sal
DiDomenico; Maria Stella Gulla, ABCD NE / WE NSC Director

ABCD North End West End NSC Holiday Party

in life at the center. In many
cultures, especially the Italian,
holidays are a reminder that
central to food is the element of
family. Many of our seniors were
the matriarch and chef of the
family-they often stop to share

a recipe, food memory, or sug-
gestion on how they would have
prepared the pasta for lunch!
This is central to their sense
of identity. Why give that up? “

Senator Sal DiDomenico
brought dozens of toys for

seniors.

Volunteers Messaoud Khaled and David Roderick serving

ABCD NE / WE NSC Staff behind the scenes in the kitchen
(Josh Young Director, Field Operations & Legislative Affairs,
Center)

the children in the neighbor-
hoods, and visited with seniors,
including two tables of West
End constituents from the
Amy Lowell Apartments and
Blackstone Apartments. This is
made possible by a grant from
Title 3B from the Commission
on Elder Affairs, and operated
by Kit Clark of Bay Cove Human
Services. Along with holiday
wishes, Legislative Aide Michael
Bonetti passed out candy canes
in lavish stripes of red, green,
and pink, on behalf of City
Councilor Lydia Edwards, who
extended her regrets that she
could not attend personally.

Other special guests included
Advisory Board member Dan
Wilson and volunteer David
Roderick, who assisted with
serving the meal, clean up, and
visiting with seniors. Advisory
Board Member Victor Brogna
delighted the NE/WE NSC with
his trumpet playing.

Without the many friends of
the NE/WE NSC, the holiday
party would not have been
possible. The NE/WE NSC
extends its deepest thanks
to you, enabling the center
to provide a day of cheer,
socialization, and warmth for
neighborhood seniors. Happy
Holidays and wishing you all
health, happiness, peace, and
joy in 2019!

DIAMONDS
ROLEX
ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg.
Jim (617) 263-7766

THOUGHTS
By DAN

ABOUT
THIS & THAT

with Daniel A. DiCenso
The Dorchester “Dot” House

My love for swimming was born at the Dorchester House, still sit-
ting on Dorchester Ave. When I was a toddler, my parents enrolled me
in a swimming program which I continued well into elementary
school. Little did I suspect as I had the time of my life splashing
away that I was part of the story of a building that has been a
community landmark for, now, over a hundred years.

For generations, the Dorchester House has served the commu-
nity’s medical and recreational needs and, as its colorful walls
stand testament to, an after-school beacon for the local children.

Memories of my earliest days at the pool are foggy, but I do
recall that after the swimming exercises with the supervisor my
dad would often jump in and play in the water with me.

More serious lessons started when I got into first grade and I
was joined by many of my classmates from St. Mark’s.

Lessons included jumping into the deeper end of the pool,
jumping into the water with your clothes on (no kidding), and
submerging your head underwater. For me, the biggest thrill
(since it had long been off-limits when I was young) was learning
to jump off the diving board. As much as I had fantasized about
it when I was young, my first few jumps spooked me. The height
was something I could not appreciate until I climbed to the top
and looked down at the pool below me.

The Dorchester House for me remains not only the place in which
I developed a fondness for swimming but the first institution that
made me feel part of a community. Today it still stands, welcoming
a new generation of kids that will likely build a foundation there.

G78-453-T484

978-170-4883 call

wvw. frankzarbamusic.com
frankzarbal@lcomcast.net

Order Frank's "WUNFORGETTABLE" CD
by sending a check for 515 to above address.
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by Bob Morello

TEWS ... more than meets the eye
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THE FAMILY I HAD (Blu-ray)
Filmrise + MVDvisual
A mother recalls how her bril-
liant teenage son came to shat-
ter their idyllic family through
one horribly violent and shock-
ing act. Now left to pick up
the pieces, the survivors test
the boundaries of their newly
defined reality in this moving
true crime exploration of the
nature and limits of familial
love.
AN AFGHAN LOVE STORY
(DVD)
Film Movement
In Kabul, Mustafa a hand-
some waiter, charms a pretty
young law student named
Wajma. The pair begin a clan-
destine relationship, ever mind-
ful of the societal rules that for-
bid intimacy. But when Wajma
discovers she is pregnant and
Mustafa refuses to commit to
marriage, she is left to face the
terrifying consequences of their
actions on her own. The volatile
situation quickly turns violent
when Wajma’s father enters the
picture, and is compelled to take
action. But how will he direct his
anger, and who will ultimately
bear the brunt of his rage?
COBY (DVD)
Film Movement
In a small town deep in the
American Midwest, Suzanna
begins a gender transition to
become a boy, named Coby.
Throughout this period of trans-
formation, Coby and his loved
ones must confront their own
preconceived notions of gender
and sexuality while facing dif-
ficult decisions and prejudice.
Combining excerpts from Coby’s
video diary with candid, heart-
felt interviews from his closest
friends and family, Christian
Sonderegger’s debut feature is
an intimate and sensitive look
at this timely subject.
CHARLIE STEEL -
REVENGE - THE COMEDIANS
(DVD)
IndiePix Films
IndiePix Films delivers
three genre classics in the
recently launched “Retro Afrika
Collection,” featuring the for-
gotten and discarded classics
of African cinema. From light-
hearted comedies, high-octane
action films and provocative
race dramas, these films were
met with opposition from the
apartheid government, but are
now newly restored, and have
rarely been seen outside their
borders. Charlie Steel (1984)
— When Diamini’s daughter,
Dudu, is held for ransom, he
calls on Charlie Steel, an old
friend and renowned private
investigator. Steel attempts to
infiltrate the kidnapping ring,
but is exposed by a vicious gang
member. A touch of love might
help take down the gang, but at
what cost. Revenge (1985) —
In the Wild West of old Africa,
a peace loving homesteader
moves to a vacant farm in
search of a new life. His hopes
are shattered when his son is
badly beaten, and a gang of
ruthless thugs murder his wife.
Left for dead in the dirt, he’s
revived by an ex-gunslinger/
good Samaritan whose hermit-
age in the hills is the perfect
place for training rescued vic-
tims in the art of revenge. The
Comedians (Circa 1980) —
Fortune-seeking hustler Ace

Bona borrows his friends’ magic
ring to make himself a wealthy
man, only to find that his greed
is uncontrollable. Obsessed
with the idea of possessing the
ring for himself, he hires a group
of thugs to rob his friend of the
ring. Meanwhile, his friend has
a trick up his own sleeve, and
counters with a curse.

DICK CAVETT SHOW:
AND THAT’S THE WAY IT IS
+ INSIDE THE MINDS OF
(DVD)

S’more Ent.

And That’s The Way It Is
- Dick Cavett has been host of
his own talk show since 1968,
in a variety of formats and on a
number of television and radio
formats. These releases were
taken from episodes that aired
between 1968 through 1996,
and feature some of the best-
known news reporters of the
era, including Walter Cronkite,
Dan Rather, Tom Brokaw,
Barbara Walters, Mike Wallace,
and Diane Sawyer. Over the
years, Cavett welcomed roughly
10,000 guests, from film, the-
atre, sports, music, literature,
art, and politics, and sometimes
even a notorious underworld
figure. Inside the Minds Of —
These releases were also aired
from 1968 through 1996, and
feature some of the wittiest,
edgy comics of the era, includ-
ing Robin Williams, Bobcat
Goldthwait, Richard Lewis, and
Gilbert Gottfried, in a four-show
collection. Throughout its his-
tory, The Dick Cavett Show was
a frequent stop for comedians.
Cavett interviewed generations
of the greatest comic minds
dating back to vaudeville, with
guests that included Groucho
Marx, Jack Benny, Bob Hope,
and George Burns. He contin-
ued through the television age
with Lucille Ball, Phil Silvers,
and Dick Van Dyke. Cavett’s
conversations with comedians
are particularly insightful, given
Cavett’s own career as a come-
dian and comedy writer.

JANE FONDA:

LEAN ROUTINE +
LOWER BODY SOLUTION
(DVD)

Lightyear Ent.

Lean Routine — The twelfth
fitness tape in Jane Fonda’s
series gives users an hour of
dance aerobics in a new setting.
It is designed to be done in 20,
40, or 60-minute segments to
fit all levels of fitness and users’
busy schedules. The ultimate fat
burning workout includes: Low
Impact/High Energy Aerobics;
Every Fitness Level; Aerobic
Interval Training and 13 origi-
nal songs. Plus, a 12-minute
segment on nutrition — what
to eat, how much to eat, and
how you can make it improve
your diet and actually eat more
while losing weight. Lower Body
Solution — Works the lower
body in two ways, 35 minutes of
low-impact aerobic dance with
some step, then 25 minutes of
targeted conditioning for fat
burning, cardiovascular condi-
tioning and lower body toning,
led by expert Jane Fonda’s
workout instructors. Featuring
the use of the aerobic step as
an exercise option. A 25-minute
one-on-one floor routine led by
Jane Fonda for shaping and
toning all major muscle groups
of the lower body.

The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings
by Sal Giarratani

NINETY MINUTES
INTO THE PAST

On Christmas night, I ended
up in a relaxing mode watch-
ing the Justice Network which
ran a marathon of old Dragnet
episodes that ran over 60 years
ago in black and white. The
episodes were from 1952, '53
and ’'54; when I was just a kid.
I was so young back then that
all these old TV episodes were
all brand new to me. One show
had Martin Milner, remember
him from ADAM-12? Well, in the
show [ watched, he was playing
a high school student selling
dirty pictures and books. I kid
you not. The bad guys who used
the high schoolers were hunted
down by Sgt. Joe Friday and
eventually hit the slammer with
six months in jail.

As I sat on my bed eating a
large cup of creamy coffee ice
cream, I felt like a kid again,
which was a great Christmas
present. I was five or six again
and loving every moment of it.
The marathon ended and, alas,
I was back to real time.

MARK WAHLBERG
COMES TO EASTIE

A few weeks back Mark
Wahlberg brought his latest
movie still in production for
some location shooting up near
Orient Heights MBTA station.
During a break, he caught
up with Alejandra Escobar
and Nathaly Ceron and here’s
a great selfie of the trio out-
side Angela’s Restaurant on
Bennington Street. The movie
Wonderland should be coming

out later in 2019. Be on the
lookout.

ANOTHER YEAR OF LIFE

FOR THE TOWN

I hope everyone had a great
Christmas and now itis on to a
brand New Year and new start
in 2019. Maybe 2018 was your
best year ever, but I do believe
the best is yet to come. Stay
positive, don’t look back, plug
ahead and do the best you can
with the gift of life you have. We
can always be better. Try, just
try not to regress.

This was my first “Grandpa
Christmas” and there is some-
thing special about that. I
always remember my Uncle
Nealy (Harrington) at Christmas
time. He was always so upbeat
and stayed active right up
to the evening he passed
away.

He always had a smile on his
face, had a great Irish wit and
took control of his time knowing
it was a gift to be shared with
others. I named my daugh-

ter Nealia after him. I think
of him always as a source of
inspiration.

He was my writing mentor.
He was published all over the
place as [ am today. He had his
opinions and I have mine. We
shared our writings with each
other.

Next year, he will be gone 40
years which is another way of
saying how fast time goes by.
Happy New Year!

SEASON OF MIRACLES

The above was the front-page
headline in the December 22
Boston Herald. A full page photo
showed the damage done to a
Quincy woman’s car as she was
driving along Beale Street in
Wollaston. Had the tree fallen
3-5 seconds later, her friends
would have been going to her
wake and funeral. She said she
felt blessed after her car met a
large falling tree.

I find this another example
of what my mother a