
$.35 A COPYVOL. 120 - NO. 46 BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, NOVEMBER 11, 2016

News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

(Continued on Page 10)

THE POST-GAZETTE SATELLITE OFFICE HAS MOVED TO 343 CHELSEA ST., DAY SQUARE, EAST BOSTON
This offi ce is open on Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM and Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM,

for the convenience of our East Boston and North Shore clients and contributors
Call 617-227-8929 for more information

A Supreme Divide in Nation’s Capital
Three Republicans in the U.S. Senate have been 

saying out loud that the GOP should refuse to take 
up any Supreme Court nominees named by Clinton 
if she becomes our next president. GOP members 
Ted Cruz of Texas, Mike Lee of Utah, and John McCain 
of Arizona. Senate Republicans have been blocking 
Merrick Garland’s nomination, refusing to give Presi-
dent Obama’s pick even a confi rmation hearing, let 
alone a fl oor vote.

A few weeks ago, McCain said on a Philadelphia 
radio show that Senate Republicans would stand 
united against any candidate President Clinton might 
nominate. By the time you are reading this, the elec-

Q. Which is the correct spell-
ing of Veterans Day?

a. Veterans Day
b. Veteran’s Day
c. Veterans’ Day
A. Veterans Day (choice a, 

above). Veterans Day does not 
include an apostrophe, but does 
include an “s” at the end of “vet-
erans” because it is not a day 
that “belongs” to veterans; it is 
a day for honoring all veterans.
Q. On what day of the week 
will Veterans Day be observed?

A. Veterans Day is always 
observed offi cially on November 
11th, regardless of the day of the 
week on which it falls. The Vet-
erans Day National Ceremony, 
like most ceremonies around 
the nation, is held on Veterans 
Day itself. However, when Vet-
erans Day falls on a weekday, 
many communities choose to 
hold Veterans Day parades or 
other celebrations on the week-

Veterans Day
Frequently Asked Questions

by David Trumbull
end before or after November 
11th so that more people can 
participate.
Q. What is the difference 
between Veterans Day and 
Memorial Day?

A. Many people confuse Me-
morial Day and Veterans Day. 
Memorial Day is a day for 
remembering and honoring 
military personnel who died 
in the service of their country, 
particularly those who died in 
battle or as a result of wounds 
sustained in battle. While those 
who died are also remembered, 
Veterans Day is the day set 
aside to thank and honor ALL 
those who served honorably in 
the military — in wartime or 
peacetime. In fact, Veterans 
Day is largely intended to thank 
LIVING veterans for their ser-
vice, to acknowledge that their 
contributions to our national 
security are appreciated, and 
to underscore the fact that all 
those who served — not only 
those who died — have sacri-
fi ced and done their duty.
Q. Why are red poppies worn 
on Veterans Day, and where 
can I obtain them?

A. The wearing of poppies in 
honor of America’s war dead is 
traditionally done on Memorial 
Day, not Veterans Day. For in-
formation on how to obtain pop-
pies for use on Memorial Day, 
contact a veteran’s service orga-
nization, such as the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United 
States (VFW) or The American 
Legion, as a number of veteran’s 
organizations distribute pop-
pies annually on Memorial Day. 

On Saturday, November 12th, 
at 11:00 am Mayor Martin J. 
Walsh will gather with Ambas-
sador Flynn and his family at 
the Marine Park in South Bos-
ton to name the facility in honor 
of the former Boston mayor and 
ambassador to the Holy See.

The ceremony will take place 
at 660 Summer Street in the 
Seaport District of South Bos-
ton. Mr. Flynn served as mayor 
of Boston from 1984-1993 and 
as U.S. Ambassador to the Holy 
See from 1993-1997.

“Naming this facility for Am-
bassador Flynn is symbolic of so 
much of what he has fought for 
every day over a 45-year career 
in public life,” said Francis J. 
Doyle, co-chair of the city com-
mission that recommended the 
honor for Ambassador Flynn. 

“He is a lifelong South Boston 
resident who built a reputation 
in Boston and around the world 
as a bridge builder, the cham-
pion of working families, of 
bringing people together across 
divides of race, opportunity and 
nationality. Everybody counts 
in Ray Flynn’s Boston. Whether 
you arrived here yesterday or 
many generations ago, uphold-
ing the dignity and respect of all 
was the guiding principle. He 
continues the good fi ght today 

for social justice and religious 
freedom.”

The Raymond L. Flynn Marine 
Park will comprise the current 
Marine Industrial Park, owned 
by the City’s Economic Develop-
ment and Industrial Corpora-
tion (EDIC). It is a 191-acre site. 
Formerly an Army/Navy base, 
the site was nearly empty and 
abandoned until the property 
was granted to the EDIC be-
tween 1977 and 1983. 

In their report to Mayor Walsh 
and City Councilor Bill Linehan 
making recommendations for 
ways to honor Ray Flynn, the 
Flynn Commission said, “The 

Park is about what the Flynn 
Administration was about: 
economic development that 
creates jobs. It is now home to 
over 200 businesses and more 
than 3,000 employees. It sup-
ports major seafood process-
ing and wholesale companies. 
They join the Boston Design 
Center; ad agencies; research 
organizations; life sciences; 
and clean-energy companies in 
the bustling Raymond L. Flynn 
Marine Industrial Park. Given 
all that Ray Flynn stands for, 
we can think of no more appro-
priate place for the Flynn name 
to stand.

Ambassador Raymond Leo 
Flynn grew up in South Bos-
ton, the Irish-American son of 
a union longshoreman and a 
cleaning lady. Mr. Flynn gradu-
ated from South Boston High 
School and won All-America 
honors in basketball at Provi-
dence College. He was drafted 
in 1963 by the NBA Syracuse 
Nationals in the fourth round, 
and he was the last player cut 
by the Celtics in 1964. At the 
Celtics 1986 world champion-
ship celebration at City Hall, 
Red Auerbach told the crowd 
jamming the Plaza, ‘’If I didn’t 

Mayor Walsh to Dedicate Boston’s Marine Park
in Honor of Former Mayor and Ambassador

RAYMOND L. FLYNN

Ray Flynn
(Photo courtesy of

City of Boston Archives)

(Continued on Page 10)

I would have to admit the two 
quotes pretty much say why 
there is so much frustration and 
anxiety across the American 
landscape. President Obama 
talked about fi nishing what was 
started eight years ago and Liz 
Warren sensed a division she 
had never seen before about 
the future of America. I guess 
she can’t remember both 1968 
and 1980.

Watching my TV and listen-
ing to the gibberish of all those 
talking heads, I fi nally decided 
to shut them down and went 
to bed. I woke up at 2:30 a.m.; 
I was shocked to see Donald 
Trump in the lead for the Elec-
toral College votes, only 14 
votes short of victory. I switched 
to MSNBC because I knew they 
would be all bent out of shape. 

Morning Again in America 2.0
by Sal Giarratani

“Let’s fi nish what we started eight years ago.”
— President Barack Obama

“In my whole life, I have never seen an election where there is such
a division in terms of the future we are trying to build.”

— U.S. Senator Elizabeth Warren

The guy on the screen is looking 
at map of America and is trying 
to convince himself more than 
the viewers that the end wasn’t 
near yet. I started laughing as 
he went frantic since I remem-
ber only two weeks ago MSNBC 
was announcing that Hillary 

had a 93 percent chance of win-
ning on November 8th. I didn’t 
see Rachel Maddow and could 
only imagine how she was hold-
ing up. Oh, and Megyn Kelley, 
she was dressed in black as if 
she were at an Irish wake.

The map of America looks 
mostly Red now. Trump cracked 
the Democratic Blue Wall, car-
rying Illinois, Michigan, Wis-
consin, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Pennsylvania. The South is now 
solidly Republican, too.

Trump gets the needed elec-
toral votes to win while nar-
rowly losing the popular vote 
to Clinton. Once again, we see 
the wisdom of those Founding 
Fathers in creating a counter-
balance to large states and giv-

(Continued on Page 2)
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Consolato Generale d’Italia
Boston, Massachusetts

REFERENDUM COSTITUZIONALE
4 DICEMBRE 2016

Con Decreto del Presidente della Repubblica del 27 se  embre 2016, pubblicato sulla 
Gazze  a Uffi  ciale n. 227 del 28 se  embre 2016 sono sta   convoca   per domenica 4 
dicembre 2016 i comizi ele  orali per il REFERENDUM POPOLARE CONFERMATIVO avente 
ad ogge  o il seguente quesito referendario: Approvate il testo della legge cos  tuzionale 
concernente “disposizioni per il superamento del bicameralismo paritario, la riduzione del 
numero dei parlamentari, il contenimento dei cos   di funzionamento delle is  tuzioni, la 
soppressione del CNEL e la revisione del  tolo V della parte II della Cos  tuzione” approvato 
dal Parlamento e pubblicato nella Gazze  a Uffi  ciale n. 88 del 15 aprile 2016?
ELETTORI RESIDENTI ALL’ESTERO ED ISCRITTI ALL’AIRE
Gli ele  ori residen   all’estero ed iscri    nell’AIRE (Anagrafe degli Italiani Residen   all’Estero) 
riceveranno come di consueto il plico ele  orale al loro domicilio. Gli ele  ori temporaneamente 
all’estero per mo  vi di lavoro, studio o cure mediche che abbiano presentato l’opzione per il 
voto all’estero entro i termini, riceveranno il plico ele  orale all’indirizzo indicato nel modulo. 
Si ricorda che è onere del ci  adino mantenere aggiornato il Consolato circa il proprio indirizzo 
di residenza. 
SCADENZIARIO
Entro il 16 novembre 2016 il Consolato invia per posta a ciascun ele  ore il plico ele  orale 
con la scheda e le istruzioni. Chi non avesse ricevuto il plico ele  orale entro il 20 novembre 
2016 potrà recarsi di persona presso il Consolato per verifi care la sua posizione ele  orale 
e richiedere eventualmente un duplicato. Le schede votate devono pervenire in Consolato 
entro e non oltre le ore 16:00 di giovedì 1 dicembre 2016.
Il Consolato Generale di Boston – che resta a completa disposizione per qualsiasi ulteriore 
informazione – può essere conta  ato ai seguen   recapi  : 617-722-9220 (Uffi  cio Aire) / 
617-722-9407 (fax) o a mezzo posta ele  ronica : ele  orale.boston@esteri.it . Per maggiori 
informazioni si prega di visitare anche il seguente sito: www.consboston.esteri.it 

Nero Claudius Caesar Drusus 
Germanicus, emperor of Rome 
from 54 to 69 A.D., earned in 
his short life (he died at the age 
of thirty-one) a richly deserved 
reputation as one of the most 
cruel, depraved, and despotic 
emperors that ever ruled Rome. 
We have all heard the expres-
sion “Nero fi ddled while Rome 
burned.” This may or may not 
be true, but it seems to sum 
up the heartless cruelty of this 
ruthless tyrant.

His mother, Agrippina, mar-
ried Claudius, her own un-
cle, and later poisoned him in 
order to clear Nero’s path to 
the throne. After becoming 
emperor, Nero caused the poi-
soning death of Brittannicus, 
the son of Claudius. Nero also 
caused his own mother to be 
murdered in order to please his 
mistress, Poppaea Seaina. He 
divorced his wife Octavia and 
later had her put to death. He 

married Poppaea and during a 
subsequent fi t of rage, kicked 
her to death. He then offered to 
marry Antonia, the daughter of 
Claudius, but she refused and 
he put her to death. He fi nally 
married Statilia Messalina after 
putting her husband to death. 
He is also held responsible 
for the death of Saints Peter 
and Paul. There is at least one 
television comedian who would 
probably say “now there’s a wild 
and crazy guy.”

Nero might have held the 
Christians responsible for the 
Roman confl agration of 64 A.D., 
but history places the respon-
sibility directly upon him. It is 
said that the great fi re was the 
only way that he could have 
completed a wholesale evic-
tion of hundreds of thousands 
of residents in order to clear 
the land for the erection of his 
golden house.

As an interesting contrast 

AT HOME IN OLD ROME — NERO’S GOLDEN HOUSE
to the ruthlessness of Nero, 
we note the compassion of the 
Emperor Augustus who, less 
than one hundred years earlier, 
sacrificed part of the design 
of his Forum because of his 
respect for the right of one 
property owner who refused to 
sell out.

This memorable conflagra-
tion during Nero’s reign started 
near the Circus Maximus and 
then, driven by a hot, oppres-
sive, dust-laden wind from 
the Libyan Desert called a 
“sirocco,” it swept through the 
valley between the Palatine 
and Caelian Hills. The fi re was 
fi nally stopped six days later at 
the Esqualine Hill. More than 
a hundred thousand homeless 
Romans were transferred to the 
Gardens of Agrippina, Hero’s 
inherited property on the other 
side of the Tiber, where just by 
chance a great number of tents 
and small one room sheds were 
ready and waiting to receive the 
homeless.

Nero then had all of the land 
he needed for his planned pal-
ace and a lot more to spare. He 
rebuilt this spare area in strict 
accordance with a new building 
code which specifi ed fi reproof 
materials and height restric-
tions. Some say that the recon-
struction was a great benefi t to 
Rome, but is this justifi cation 
for the countless numbers of 
Christians who were blamed for 
the fi re, and then mercilessly 
persecuted because of it? Oh, 
how history would have been 
changed if this cruel and evil 

Nero’s Golden Palace, engraved by J.Blundell, published about 
1770.

(Continued on Page 11)

Margaret was born of farming 
parents, in Loviana near 
Perugia, a little town in the 
diocese of Chiusi. At the age 
of seven, Margaret’s mother 
died and her father remarried. 
Little love was shared between 
stepmother and stepdaughter. 
As she grew older, Margaret 
became more wil l ful  and 
reckless, and developed an 
unenviable reputation in her 
town. At the age of 17, she 
met a young nobleman named 
Arsenio, the son of Gugliemo di 
Pecora, lord of Valiano, and she 
ran away with him. 

Soon Margaret found herself 
in his castle, not as a wife, for 
convention would never allow 
that due to the disparity in their 
backgrounds and upbringing, 
but as his mistress, which was 
more easily condoned. For ten 
years, she lived with him near 
Montepulciano and bore him 
a son; promises to marry her 
never came to fruition.

One day she was waiting for 
Arsenio to return from a jour-
ney and was instead met by his 
dog. The animal led Margaret 
into the forest where she found 
Arsenio murdered. That crime 
shocked Margaret into a life of 
prayer and penance. Margaret 
returned to his family all the 
gifts he had given her and left 
his home with her child. She 
returned to her father’s house, 
but her stepmother would not 
have her. Margaret and her son 
then went to the Franciscan 
friars at Cortona, where her 
son eventually became a friar 
and Margaret adopted a life of 
fasting and penance, avoided 
meat, and subsisted on bread 
and vegetables.

In 1277, after three years 
of  observat ion,  Margaret 

Saint Margaret of Cortona
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

joined the Third Order of 
Saint Francis and chose to 
live in poverty. Following the 
example of St. Francis of Assisi, 
she begged for sustenance. She 
pursued a life of prayer and 
penance at Cortona, and there 
established a hospital for the 
sick, homeless and impover-
ished. To secure nurses for 
the hospital, she instituted a 
congregation of Tertiary Sisters, 
known as “le poverelle” (“the 
little poor ones”). She also 
established an order devoted to 
Our Lady of Mercy and the mem-
bers bound themselves to support 
the hospital and to help the 
needy.

On  seve ra l  o ccas i ons , 
St. Margaret participated in 
public affairs. Twice she chal-
lenged the Bishop of Arezzo, 
Guglielmo Ubertini Pazzi, in 
whose diocese Cortona lay, 
for living a life of excess. She 
moved to the ruined Church of 
St Basil, now Santa Margherita, 
and spent her remaining years 
there; she died on February 
22, 1297. Saint Margaret was 
canonized on May 16, 1728 by 
Pope Benedict XIII. Her Feast 
Day is February 22nd. 

ing equity to the many smaller 
states. The system still works 
and allows the peoples’ votes to 
count equally.

We know how divided America 
is in the actual vote. Trump 
received 48 percent of the vote 
and so, too, did Clinton. John 
Fitzgerald in the Boston Her-
ald asked, “Are we one nation 
today, are we still indivisible?” 
That is the $64,000 question 
as they said on a ‘50s television 
game show.

The Year of Trump at times 
seemed more divisive than at 
any other time in our national 
history excluding the Civil War. 
I don’t believe we are really that 
far apart from each other. 

I blame our biased liberal 
media, especially the cable news 
shows- — all of them, CNN, 
MSNBC, and sadly Fox News. 
The media is supposed to report 
on the campaign, not throw 
themselves into the story. The 
worst of the lot is MSNBC; they 
seemed so much in the tank for 
Hillary and often showed up on 
the set soaking wet in partisan 
sarcasm. 

The Republicans held on to 
the Senate, too, according to 
all the talking heads. They were 
on the verge of losing control of 
the Senate. We saw how that 
forecast went, huh? I think FBI 
Director James Comey actually 
helped keep the Senate Repub-
lican when not once, but twice, 
he went after Clinton before 
deciding not to go after her. His 
term as head of the FBI goes 

to 2023. He’ll be gone much 
sooner, you can bet on that.

In the Senate Race in New 
Hampshire, Kelly Ayotte should 
have won this battle with Gov. 
Maggie Hassan, but went she 
went AWOL on Trump. It ap-
pears NH Republicans went 
AWOL on her. Now she is in 
the fi ght of her life. The elec-
tion is too close to call and 
could end up with a recount 
to decide the winner. If I was a 
New Hampshire voter, I would 
have blanked the ballot for U.S. 
Senate and that appears to be 
exactly what happened.

Here, locally, the only thing 
on the ballot that troubled me 
was the result of Question Five 
which adds to your tax burden. 
Why would people actually vote 
to increase taxes? Just don’t 
get it. As far as the pigs and 
chickens go, I voted YES on 
Question Three.

Now, America moves forward 
into 2017 with a new incom-
ing president who promises 
to make everything beautiful 
again. I wish him great success. 
This was the year of the outsider 
and the outsiders won because 
they were mostly tired of the 
same old, same old.

We all survived a brutal 17 
months of political torture and 
hopefully the pain will have 
been worth it if things improve 
for all of us and not just in the 
ruling class. The people are now 
the New Elites in America. Open 
up the shades, because it is 
once again morning in America.

• Morning Again in America 2.0 (Continued from Page 1)
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About a month or so ago, a 
friend of a friend of a friend of 
mine contacted me about in-
terviewing an older gentleman 
who had fought in the D-Day 
invasion at Normandy Beach 
in France. I have always been 
a history buff and living history 
is fl eeting. If you get a chance 
to do it, do it. I remember back 
in 1962 when I was a kid, my 
next door neighbor used to 
tell me stories of his 
military service. He 
talked about fi ghting in 
the Spanish American 
War and then again in 
World War II. I said, 
"No way." He smiled, 
went back inside his 
apartment, and re-
turned with an old 
framed photo showing 
him with Col. Teddy 
Roosevelt. I was actu-
ally interviewing a liv-
ing breathing Rough 
Rider! How cool was 
that? I thought back 
then. Except no one 
said “cool” back in the 
day. I think the term 
then was 'hot.”

I need to give credit to a 
couple of sources for this com-
mentary. Helping me greatly in 
this piece was Alan Burke, a 
staff writer for the Salem News, 
and his piece printed on June 6, 
2014; and also to Honor Flight 
New England, who interviewed 
Mr. Rosenthal before his fl ight 
to the WWII memorial in Wash-
ington, DC, two years ago.

I arrived at the Rosenthal's 
apartment and met with Da-
vid and his wife of 67 years, 
Rose. Their daughter Francine 
was there to greet me as well. 
I looked out their living room 
window and faced Revere Beach 
and the waters beyond it. In-
stantly, I wondered if the view 
of Revere Beach brought back 
memories of Normandy.

Mr. Rosenthal seemed very 
eager to tell his story to me as he 
and Rita sat next to each other 
on the couch like lifelong love-
birds. At least that's what I saw.

We talked for what seemed 
like a very long time. I asked 
questions and he provided an-
swers tucked into his memory 
about the war itself and the 
role he played at the Battle 
of Normandy. He saw a lot of 
brutality, and like many of 
his buddies they did the best 
they could to work through the 
sights, sounds and images of 
that gruesome battle.

My image of Normandy is 
from old black and white images 
of soldiers stumbling dying as 
they rushed the beach under 
heavy German gunfi re. He does 
not see black and white; he 

The Story of D-Day Invasion
Seen through the Eyes of Private David Rosenthal

by Sal Giarratani
“You're there to help the country and if you can do it, you do it ... Thank God, we've got a great country.”

— David Rosenthal, The Salem News, June 6, 2014

sees it still in living color where 
most of the color was red being 
all the blood spilled that day in 
the water and on the beach as 
soldiers rushed into fi re. Many 
died that day and in the days 
that ensued. Even 72 years 
later, survivors remember the 
brutality and violence they saw 
up close and personal. He said 
he could never forget the color 
of the water that had turned so 
bloody red, and he can't wipe 
out the memories of stepping 
over the bodies of so many 
buddies who hit the shoreline 
before him.

Rosenthal grew up in Marble-
head and was drafted while 
working at the Bethlehem Steel 
Shipyard in Quincy. His basic 
training was in Texas and Cali-
fornia before getting shipped 
out to join the invasion as part 
of a 2nd infantry division mortar 
platoon. He arrived in Norman-
dy on June 7th, the second day 
of battle and 24-year-old Pvt. 
Rosenthal found himself facing 

the carnage of the fi rst day. He 
was carrying the tube for the 
mortar and still remembers that 
the rifl emen had gone in fi rst 
and how they seemed to fl oat 
lifelessly all around him in the 
water so red with bodies all over 
the place.

The fi ghting seemed constant 
and Rosenthal told me he didn't 
take his shoes off for months 
at one point. Four months 
after June 6th D-Day, he was 

Rosenthal was honored at Gillette Stadium two years ago.

Pvt. David Rosenthal standing 
at attention.

David Rosenthal at 24 was the 
face of WWII.

Honor Flight New England 
honoree.

David Rosenthal and his wife Rose of 49 years.

wounded in the spine by a shell 
fragment and, after hospitaliza-
tion, returned to action. 

The war ended and Rosen-
thal returned and eventually 
met his wife Rose from Rox-

bury. He went back 
into the family's clean-
ing business, and then 
later went into sales for 
North American Van 
Lines. Eventually, he 
worked for R.C. Mason 
Movers in Lynn for 59 
years, retiring from his 
sales job at age 90.

Getting back to the 
love of his life, Rose 
from Roxbury, he told 
me they have been 
married since May 16, 
1949, an amazing 67 
years and counting. 
Their daughter told me 
that her parents are as 
much in love today as 

when they fi rst met. Rose, by 
the way, just celebrated her 93rd 
birthday. 

Today the Rosenthal Fam-
ily represents America. David 
and Rose have two children, 
Francine Temkin and Paul 
Rosenthal, and adore their 
three grandkids and one great-
grandchild. I would have missed 
much had I not been connected 
with this family.

The Rosenthal’s are rooted in 
the blood and sweat and cour-
age of the Greatest Generation.

Oh, one final note, when 
asked what he would be think-
ing of in the foxhole at night, he 
told me, "I thought of nothing, 
just kept moving. You didn't 
want to think." Not thinking too 
much probably kept all those 
survivors alive to tell this story 
to a new generation of Ameri-
cans who need to hear it.

Join the
East Boston Museum & Historical Society for 

a salute to
East Boston World War II Veterans.

Come listen and enjoy a bit of history as East Boston veterans 
share their memories and experiences from World War II.

November 19, 2016 @ 1:00pm 

ITAM Post, 60 Paris Street, East Boston

Refreshments will be served.

This event is free and open to the public, however RSVP is required.

East Boston Museum & 
Historical Society 

Presents

For more info, or to RSVP, visit www.eastboston.com
and click on event post.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
November 11th: A Day Loaded with Symbolism

by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz THINKING
by Sal Giarratani

OUT LOUD

CVS Profi les Elderly with Criminal Minds

FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

Experience makes the difference

AUTO  •  HOMEOWNERS  •  TENANTS 
COMMERCIAL

209 BROADWAY, REVERE, MA 02151
Tel. 781.284.1100      Fax 781.284.2200 

Richard Settipane
Insurance Services

Since 1969

Free Parking Adjacent to Building

Public Insurance Adjuster

As a retired police officer, 
I often watch TV cop shows. 
Some of them I like. Others not 
so much. One of the shows I 
tend to watch is Criminal Minds 
where a team of FBI agents cap-
tures serial killers by profi ling 
the so-called “un-subs.”

I thought about this TV show 
after reading a news report in 
the NY Post about CVS Pharma-
cy stores in New York City that 
allegedly were profi ling  elderly 
shoppers roaming through the 
store. Seven discrimination 
lawsuits were filed on Hal-
loween against the CVS Phar-
macy chain in courts across 
the Big Apple that included 
the revelation that a CVS “Loss 
Prevention” handbook warns 
employees to be on the lookout 
for seniors on fixed incomes 
as they present a “special shop-
lifting concern.”

The lawsuits were filed on 
behalf of former employees 
who argue that the policy is 
“tantamount” to an admission 
of discrimination against older 
customers. Sixteen whistle-
blowers who claim that CVS 
stores across that city profi le 
elderly shoppers as well as 

African-Americans and Latinos 
shoppers, too.

All New Yorkers should fi nd 
details in this reported news 
story reprehensible. There is 
nothing funny about humili-
ating or embarrassing elders 
doing their shopping. Isn’t 
there a law against this kind 
of action? Hopefully, the law 
fi rm representing these former 
employees can produce docu-
mentary evidence to support 
these allegations.

I shop CVS Pharmacy all 
the time and have never seen 
any such profi ling taking place 
inside the store. As a former 
police officer of 28 years, I 
believe I would see it if it were 
happening in my presence. 
Hopefully, the episodes detailed 
in that newspaper story are 
the work of rogue CVS manag-
ers and hopefully, that gawd-
awful Handbook gets ditched 
quickly.

Otherwise this news story 
could move from Criminal Minds 
to Law & Order SVU. Good city 
New York, but not if you’re 
getting old, and are getting 
profi led in the aisles while shop-
ping, eh?

November, probably far more 
than any other month, embod-
ies a multifaceted range of 
characteristics and qualities. 
One side of November encom-
passes the frenzied threshold to 
the holiday season. Advertise-
ments set to the tune of tinny 
jingle bells or featuring a jolly, 
smiling Santa Claus overtake 
our television sets and bill-
boards. Shopping centers are 
already wrapped in evergreen 
boughs and twinkling electrical 
lights. However, the other side 
of November remains its most 
immediately recognizable. This 
side involves the gray skies of 
early winter, the cranberry-
colored leaves strewn across the 
ground as tree branches stand 
bare, the plaintive cries of geese 
streaking across the heavens 
as they migrate south. We are 
often in too much of a hurry to 
jump into the gaiety of the fes-
tive aspect of November that we 
forget to appreciate the month’s 
unique beauty. November, in all 
its chilly and hushed glory, of-
fers us a chance to refl ect on the 
past, to ponder on our memo-
ries, to express gratitude for our 
loved ones and the blessings in 
life. November even contains 
a date that seems tailor-made 
for honoring the simultaneous 
somber and communal nature 
of the month. It is November 
11th; a day which demonstrates 
to us all that is meaningful and 
powerful about this time of the 
year.

As a history teacher,  I 
always try to bestow upon my 
students an appreciation for 
the sacrifice and dedication 
of the men and women in 
our armed forces, living and 
dead, past and present. I tell 
them that it is important to 
honor Veterans Day, the most 
well-known commemoration 
occurring on November 11th. 
Originally called Armistice Day, 
Veterans Day began as a way 

to mark the anniversary of the 
end of the First World War, 
when peace was declared at the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month. 
Nowadays, this holiday func-
tions as a reminder of the 
sacrifi ces our veterans, of all 
wars, have made on behalf of 
our country. Every year, my 
veteran coworkers organize a 
school assembly that includes 
speeches by those who have 
witnessed the horrors of war 
fi rsthand, patriotic music by 
the school’s band and chorus, 
and poignant recollections 
from veterans of all ages. 
This event endeavors to foster 
gratitude towards our brave 
veterans, and it is my hope that, 
hearing about warfare through 
the words of those who have 
experienced it, my students 
will be more likely to strive for 
peace. Veterans Day is also a 
solemn occasion, honoring the 
men and women who died in 
the line of duty. This fi ts into 
the very history of November, a 
month that ancient Europeans 
distinguished as a time to 
commemorate the dead. When 
vegetation withers and the air 
turns gray and cold, our minds 
wander to thoughts of mortality 
and memory. This Veterans 
Day, let us keep the sacrifi ces 
of all our veterans in our minds, 
and let us offer thanks for 
the freedoms they protected 
and enabled. Moreover, let us 
always ensure that this sense 
of honor and gratefulness for 
our military does not end on 
Veterans Day, but continues 
all year long.

November 11th also holds a 
European festival celebrated 
since the Middle Ages. St. Mar-
tin’s Day, commonly known as 
Martinmas, honors the fourth-
century French bishop St. Mar-
tin of Tours. Across Europe, 
Martinmas blended religious 
signifi cance with agricultural 

importance, as it marked the 
end of the harvest season and 
the beginning of winter. Martin-
mas celebrations boasted feasts 
of seasonal foods and boister-
ous family reunions. In Central 
Europe and Scandinavia, peo-
ple dine on goose, often stuffed 
with the autumnal chestnuts. 
This meal commemorates a 
well-known legend about the 
humble St. Martin, who sup-
posedly hid in a goose pen when 
he was reluctant to receive the 
position of bishop. In Germany 
and the Netherlands, costumed 
children collect sweets and 
coins in lantern-bearing proces-
sions, while people in Poland 
enjoy croissants filled with 
poppy seeds and almond paste. 
Italians celebrate Martinmas, or 
il Giorno di San Martino, by sam-
pling the year’s new wine. One 
of my father’s favorite proverbs 
was “San Martino, si fa il vino,” 
meaning that wine is made on 
St. Martin’s Day. Another prov-
erb, “San Martino, castagne e 
vino,” states that chestnuts and 
wine can be expected at Italian 
Martinmas celebrations. These 
proverbs reveal the Italian affi n-
ity for seasonal delicacies and 
traditions hearkening back to 
olden agricultural days of so-
ciety. I always make pumpkin 
gnocchi, from the inimitable 
book Festa by Helen Barolini, 
and bake a cinnamon-swirl 
bread for Martinmas. As the 
scent of warm spices like nut-
meg permeate my cozy kitchen, 
I cannot help but feel a special 
connection with my Italian an-
cestors who battled the dark-
ness of the encroaching winter 
with communal meals and the 
love of family. Martinmas is a 
special November feast precisely 
because it embodies all the 
varied aspects of the month: it 
refl ects on the harvest and the 
start of winter, but it also pres-
ages the joyous goodwill of the 
holiday season.

November brims with many 
delights and much symbolism, 
despite the fact that many peo-
ple view it as nothing more than 
a stepping-stone to December. 
However, November can be the 
most rewarding of months if we 
recognize its wondrous details. 
The wintry sights of red and 
brown leaves dancing across a 
cloudy sky and the yellow burst 
of an early sunset encourage 
us to refl ect on the cycle of the 
year as the current one draws 
to a close. Cold, dark evenings 
beckon us home to the loving 
embrace of friends and family. 
November 11th is a date which 
allows us to ponder the mean-
ing and the pleasures of this 
month. On Veterans Day, we 
honor the bravery, courage and 
selfl essness of our military men 
and women, carrying a sense of 
gratitude that should remain 
with us all year long. On Mar-
tinmas, we honor the generosity 
of the harvest and invaluable 
time spent with family, friends 
and a good meal. These joint 
commemorations show us that 
underneath November’s bleak 
air, we will fi nd a treasure trove 
of love, warmth and joy.

Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz is 
a Graduate Student in History 
at the University of Massachu-
setts Boston. She appreciates 
any comments and suggestions 
about Italian holidays and folk-
lore at adicenso89@gmail.com.

 

SPINELLI’S Lynnfield 

For tickets, call: Mario Russo  @ 781-342-5189
or Joe Morello @ 978-455-9596

This Thanksgiving make a difference!
Donate pet food and supplies,

and help Freeway support a local shelter.

Thanksgiving
Pet Food Drive

Your generosity can go a long way
in supporting the needs of these deserving animals!

Drop your donation off
at the Post-Gazette

5 Prince Street, North End, Boston
by Wednesday, November 16th 

Freeway’s
6th Annual

Route One South, Lynnfi eldl, Massachusetts
(GPS Address: 10 Newbury Street, Peabody, MA 01960)

Cocktails at 7 pm • Dinner at 8 pm
Music by The Italian Connection
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Design 
and 

Construction 

Jeanette Cataldo
Designer - Construction Manager 

A Fully Licensed & Insured Company

857-317-6115
www.cataldointeriors.com

from conception to completion

C ataldo
  Interiors inc.

“Enjoy one point of contact 

throughout your entire project.”

Specializing in Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Don’t miss seeing “Santa Claus”
 “VIVA ST. AGRIPPINA
  JUST A MERRY GOOD TIME
 
 God Bless America

Tis The Season! Ho! Ho! Ho!
Merry Christmas

St. Agrippina DiMineo Benefit Society

22nd Annual
Christmas Program for

North End Children Only
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING WITH GIFTS FOR

ALL THE NICE BOYS & GIRLS.

on Sunday, December 11th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
at St. Agrippina’s Chapel at 459 Hanover Street

 All who wish to attend please call 617-363-2678 between November   
  21 and December 4th. To confirm you must supply your child’s name, age, 
  gender, address and phone number so that we can report to Santa’s elves.

 Please, you must confirm no later than December 4th. All children
  10 and under will receive a picture with Santa and a gift. Children must be 
  present & accompanied by an adult. Also: Face Painting, Balloons,
  Characters, Gift Bags. Please Bring a Camera!

 Saint Agrippina’s Christmas Program is for North End Residents Only.

Mayor Martin J. Walsh, the Friends of Christopher Columbus 
Park (FOCCP), and the Boston Parks and Recreation Department 
will host the 14th annual lighting of the park’s signature trellis 
on Monday, November 21st, beginning at 5:00 pm.

Located at 110 Atlantic Avenue on Boston’s historic waterfront, 
Christopher Columbus Park is transformed into a holiday wonder-
land when the park’s 260 feet of trellis are set aglow with 50,000 
blue lights along with 14 decorated trees throughout the park. 

Entertainment will be provided by North End Music and Perform-
ing Arts Center, and singer Sharon Zeffi ro will perform a selection 
of holiday classics. Refreshments, holiday treats, and giveaways 
will be provided by the Marriot Long Wharf Hotel, Joe’s American 
Bar & Grill Waterfront, Magic 106.7, and Bad Santa 2; and there 
will be a special appearance by one of the characters from Trolls 
(20th Century Fox and Dreamworks). 

For more information, call (617)-635-4505 or go to: www.boston.
gov/parks.

Christopher Columbus Park

Trellis Lighting

The Friends of the North End Branch Library 
held their Membership Drive and Information 
Night at the North End Library on Wednes-
day evening, October 26th. Enthusiastic Board 

L to R: Mary Sanderson, member; Jim Salini, member; Jean Casale, Vice President; Chris 
Sabbey, President; Terese O’Connell, Volunteer Coordinator; Terry Pitaro, member

L to R: New member Eva Badway; VP Jean 
Casale; and Volunteer Coordinator Terese 
O’Connell

The Friends of the North End Branch Library
 Membership Drive and Informa  on Night

members, Members and Volunteers were well 
represented and visitors were able to ask ques-
tions, join, volunteer, and/or partake of light 
refreshments, including the delightful and deli-
cious baked goods prepared by Event Chair and 
Volunteer Coordinator Terese O’Connell! If you 
were unable to make the event, you can still join 
anytime by going to www.friendsnelibrary.org 
and clicking on “Ways to Help.” You can sign 
up online with a credit card or mail a check 
or drop a check off at the Library. If you enjoy 
good company and helping your local library 
provide education, entertainment, and good 
cheer to our community, please consider joining 
and volunteering! The next big event sponsored 
by the Friends is their Holiday Open House at 
the Library (25 Parmenter Street) on Saturday, 
December 3rd from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm. All are 
welcome!

(Photos by Jeanne Brady)
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Known for Stretching 
the Boundaries 

of Color & Design
Cataldo Interiors Home 
offers a treasure chest 

of accessories - gifts and 
Gourmet kitchenware that 

make wonderful 
additions to anyone’s home.

Along with a select line of 
jewelry & women’s fashion and Organic Babywear.

There’s something for everyone!

Boutique Hours: Monday – Thursday 11:30-7:00
Friday – Saturday 11:00-8:30 – Sunday 12-5

Visit ...Cataldo Interiors Home
42 Prince Street  -  Boston’s North End

Email design@cataldointeriors.com
www.cataldointeriors.com

857-317-6115

Need assistance putting it all together?
Call for a design consultation or stop by

CATALDO INTERIORS HOME
42 Prince Street, Boston, MA 02113

857-317-6115

Let’s Talk “Rugs”
Here are a few tips on placing an area rug in a room. 

Living room: I like to place the area 
rug about 18" under the front feet of the 
furniture. Not knowing where the rug 
ends gives a very spacious feeling to 
the room. 

                                                  

Dining room: Place an area rug 
that will extend between 24" and 
26" beyond the size of the table. 
This will keep the chairs on the 
rug when pushed back. 

Use a very low pile rug and 
don’t be afraid to use a bright bold 
pattern. 

                                            
Master bedroom: Place 

an area rug to extend 
30"-36" from the sides and 
foot of the bed. For the 
head of the bed, have the 
rug come off the wall 12" 
in front of the nightstands. 
This allows the rug to be 
underfoot when you get out 

of bed. Try a rug with a very plush pile; this will give you a 
luxurious look and feel. 

                                    

by Jeanette Cataldo

Real Estate
•

oo

Mattéo Gallo

Appraisals
Sales & Rentals

376 North Street • Boston, MA 02113
(617) 523-2100 • Fax (617) 523-3530

Freeway
Says ...

Due to his increasing popularity and several suggestions from readers (and after much  negotiating 
on our part with his huge salary demands), our friend Freeway has consented to try to answer read-
ers’ questions concerning him or any of our little four-legged friends. You can email your questions to 
postgazette@aol.com to the attention of Freeway. Don’t forget folks, Freeway is not a vet, so please 
keep the questions light-hearted! Thanks.

Freeway says build awareness about National 
Pet Diabetes Month. Diabetes is an enduring dis-
ease that has persisted through time, but in recent 
years there has been an increase in diagnoses. 
Many people may know diabetes as a metabolic 
disease, the body’s inadequate production or in-
ability to use insulin. Diabetes in humans can 
either be inherited at an early age or developed 
later in life because of poor diet, excess weight 
and lack of exercise. 

What many people may not know is that our 
pets are also vulnerable to developing diabetes. 
November is recognized as National Pet Diabetes 
Month as a way to raise awareness and educate 
pet parents about health hazards of pet diabetes. 
While symptoms of diabetes in humans are not 
identical to the symptoms of diabetes in pets, if 
left untreated, diabetes can cause the development 
of other health problems that can lead pets into 
a coma or worse.

DIGGING INTO DIABETES: Dogs develop 
diabetes a bit differently than humans. For one, 
a dog’s breed can be an indicator of whether or 
not they are prone to developing diabetes. Before 
adopting a new member into the family, it’s impor-
tant to do some digging into your dog’s hereditary 
history. Like humans, advanced age and poor 
health are also contributors of a predisposition 
for developing diabetes. Talk to your vet about 

Build Awareness About National Pet Diabetes Month 
preventative measures, if you know your dog’s 
breed is prone to diabetes or if you are worried 
about your dog’s overall health. 

SIGNS OF DIABETES IN YOUR DOG: Not every 
pet parent understands that pets can develop 
diabetes, which is why many symptoms go un-
noticed. Excessive peeing is often the number one 
sign that your dog may have developed diabetes. 
This is especially signifi cant if your dog, which has 
been housetrained for years, suddenly starts pee-
ing in the house instead of relieving itself outside. 
Other symptoms include a sluggish disposition, 
an unquenchable thirst, abnormal hunger and a 
sudden loss in weight.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Diabetes is still an incur-
able disease, but treatment can alleviate pain in 
your dog once diagnosed. However, even with a 
treatment plan of daily doses of insulin, special-
ized diet and exercise, your pet’s health is still in 
jeopardy. That’s why it’s critical to be observant 
in detecting signs of diabetes in your dog before 
needing to treat it. 

Simple things like monitoring your pet’s weight 
and annual visits to the vet can mean a world of 
difference in keeping your pet happy and healthy. 
This November, remember to pick up on abnormal 
signs while walking your dog; it just might be a 
step to preventing diabetes in your dog.

That’s all for now!

The ABCD North End/West End Neighborhood 
Service Center (NE/WE NSC) held its Halloween 
party on Monday, October 31st. Staff and 
volunteers prepared a delicious and healthy meal 
of chicken, pasta, and greens to round out the 
infl ux of sweets, which included pumpkin pies to 
commemorate the arrival of fall weather. Senator 
Joe Boncore and City Councilor  LaMattina 
dropped by to meet with the seniors and to pass 
out candy. The seniors were delighted to visit with 
their elected offi cials, who made the rounds of all 
the tables. Staff and volunteers donned masks 
and silly hats, which Director Maria Stella Gulla 
picked up, to mark the fun! Are you a senior 
interested in joining the NE/WE NSC for weekly 
meals and monthly celebrations and events? 
Please call 617-523-8125 for more information 
on free membership and programming.

ABCD NE/WE NSC Halloween Party

Senator Joe Boncore checks out the Post-
Gazette.

NE/WE NSC volunteers.

NSC seniors.
City Councilor Sal 
LaMattina.

Senator Joe Boncore with friends.

Aide to State Senator 
Joe Boncore.
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ALL THAT ZAZZ
by Mary N. DiZazzo

Beauty is Friendship,
Friendship Beauty ... even on Facebook!

Ciao Bella,
Steering away from cosmetics 

this time around as I sometimes 
do, let’s think about Friend-
ships. After all, to have a Friend 
is a truly beautiful experience. 
The camaraderie, the opinions 
that we all have a right to ex-
press, common interests in 
sports, movies, recipes, and 
books. All these aspects have 
made Facebook fun, a place to 
go/a place to escape!

As I write today, we still 
haven’t chosen a President. 
When we do fi nd out, not even 
he or she can give us Friends. 
They will certainly have their 
hands full with all the usual 
promises. This election has 
become brutal and quite ugly. 
Especially on Facebook! I was 
so happy to be on this Social 
Media train. I found wonder-
ful Friends from high school, 
I found my childhood Friends 
(“The Barbie Doll” gang!!), and 
also found new ones. I almost 
had to, with all the defriending, 
ignoring of posts that I always 
saw “likes” galore and now just 
a few, along with the “unfol-
lows.” All due to this election, 
since I am a Deplorable with 
many liberal friends. At this 
point, I don’t even care who 
wins. I have also noticed Face-
book Friends who were always 
on are not even there or are 
just pretending not to be there. 
They are most likely tired of 

seeing their candidate ripped to 
shreds! Peeps, keep it together! 
We will all wake up tomorrow 
thinking what was I thinking? 
I am not an innocent here as 
well. But hey, you started it ... 
there we go ... 

I grew up in a Democratic 
home. My Mom was the Trea-
surer for many years for the 
Women Democrats of the Mer-
rimack Valley, “Minga Valley,” 
in Methuen. Dahlia Balls, trips 
to Washington, DC! It was a 
glorious time for her meeting all 
the Kennedys. My beloved JFK 
especially. And now I live next 
door to where he used to live on 
Bowdoin on Beacon Hill. 

When I fi rst met my David, 
Mom said, “What a great guy! I 
hope it’s not too good to be true 
for you.” (How Italian is that?) I 
replied by saying, “Yes, there is 
one thing. He’s a Republican!” 
My Mom blew it off by saying 
“Never let Politics interfere with 
Friendships or a love interest; 
what is inside a person is his 
kindness, integrity, and inten-
tions, these are what’s impor-
tant.” My Mom was a very wise 
person. There was little she 
warned me about that hasn’t 
come true! 

So my Friends, please remem-
ber my Mom’s wisdom and wise 
words

Buona Giornata.
— Mary N. DiZazzo-Trumbull

Read prior weeks’ “All That Zazz” columns at www.allthatzazz.
com. Mary is a third-generation cosmetologist and a Massachusetts 
distributor of Kosmea brand rose hip oil products. She may be con-
tacted at (978) 470-8183 or mary@mary4nails.com.

What Happens When You 
Don’t Advertise?

Nothing!
For information on advertising in the 

Post-Gazette, call 617-227-8929.

On October 23rd, Donne 2000 
celebrated Italian Heritage 
Month by hosting a lunch and 
fundraiser for earthquake relief 
in Amatrice, Italy. It was a huge 
success! The main course was 
pasta all’amatriciana in honor of 
the town of Amatrice where the 
delicious pasta dish originated. 
Many thanks to the dedicated 
group of Donne 2000 members 
who prepared the amatriciana 
sauce and pasta dishes for a 
group of over seventy people 
at the Gizio Club in the North 
End. It was a wonderful reunion 
of Donne 2000 members and 
their families and friends who 
came together to celebrate 
their Italian heritage while 
also helping their  fe l low 
Italians in Italy. Many thanks 
to everyone for their generous 
donations. If you would like 
to make a donation, please make 
a check payable to “Central 
Italy Earthquake Relief Fund” 
and contact Rose Giammarco 
at 617-742-0971 for further 
details. 

Donne 2000 Celebrates
Italian Heritage Month and Raises Funds

for Amatrice Earthquake Relief
by Doreen Giammarco

Donne 2000 is a non-profit 
organization that keeps Italian 
traditions alive from generation 
to generation through ethnic and 
cultural events. 

Maria Ferris and
Emma Centofanti

preparing
pasta all’amatriciana.

Ladies, L-R: Adriana Susi, Jeanette Borelli, Emma Centofanti, 
Angie DeSantis, Maria Ferrusi, and Maria Gasbarro.

Donne 2000 members and friends.
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The Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 
Lodge #2183 of Wilmington ran 
a successful fundraiser on Sat-
urday, October 22, 2016, in sup-
port of the victims of the terrible 
earthquake tragedy in the Lazio 
section of Italy. Thanks to the 
generosity of many businesses, 
members and friends, the Lodge 
raised over $1,800, which will be 
donated to victims through the 
Sons of Italy Foundation.

It was a fun night with a pizza 
and salad dinner served along 
with delicious homemade des-
serts and dancing throughout 
the evening. The hall was gener-
ously donated by the Tewksbury 
VFW, and the pizza was donated 
by six different businesses in 
both Wilmington and Tewks-
bury. We had a fantastic “Deck of 
Cards” Raffl e with prizes donat-
ed by North Shore Music Center 
(two tickets to West Side Story), 
The Wild Duck in the North End, 
Mike Giannasoli of the North 
End (two Boston Celtics tick-
ets), and the Wakefi eld Sons of 
Italy Lodge ($25 Gift Certifi cate 
donated by AJ’s Pizza), lodge 
member Susan Tocci (a $25 
Gift Certifi cate), and the Sons of 
Italy (two beautiful Gift Baskets). 
Members from the Tewksbury, 
Wakefi eld and Winthrop lodges 
also attended to help make the 
night so successful.

Wilmington Sons of Italy Lodge #2183
Fundraiser for Earthquake Victims in Italy

by John Romano

282 Bennington Street, East Boston, MA 02128 
Telephone 617-567-1992   ~   Fax 617-567-5150

   Open Thanksgiving Day 8:00am - 1:00pm

Spinelli’s is looking forward to having Thanksgiving with you!

Please Place Your Orders Before Tuesday, November 22, 2016

Order by phone or Drop by Spinelli’s -East BostonSpinelli’s -East Boston

 ORDER AORDER A  .....    .....  Fully Cooked Whole TurkeyFully Cooked Whole Turkey
Available in 2 sizes

10-12 lb. Whole Turkey $131.95 Plus Tax

20-22 lb. Whole Turkey $259.95 Plus Tax

Complete with 
Homemade Stu   ng, Mashed Potatoes, Squash,

Gravy & Cranberry Sauce
OR

ORDER ANORDER AN .....  ..... Individual Turkey DinnerIndividual Turkey Dinner
With Homemade Stu   ng, Gravy & Cranberry Sauce

Dinner Includes:
Choice of Potato: Mashed, Baked or Yams

Choice of Vegetable: 
Corn, Peas & Mushrooms or Bu  ernut Squash

 Choice of Dessert: 
Slice of Apple, Custard, Pumpkin or Mince Pie

$14.75 Per Person

Spinelli’s Spinelli’s  
                                                Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!Will Cook Your Thanksgiving Dinner!

We are grateful to the following 
businesses who donated pizza: 
Rocco’s Restaurant, Wilmington 
House of Pizza, and Michael’s 
Place — all of Wilmington; Pizza 
Mia, Sal’s Pizza, and Lisa’s 
Pizza — all of Tewksbury. The 

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

ESTATE JEWELRY
Bought & Sold
Jewelers Exch. Bldg. 

Jim (617) 263-7766

On the Aisle

BY BOBBY FRANKLIN

T H E A T R E  N O T E S

New Repertory Theatre Presents

Fiddler on the Roof
Directed by Austin Pendleton

New Repertory Theatre will 
present Fiddler on the Roof, De-
cember 2nd through 24th in the 
Charles Mosesian Theater at the 
Arsenal Center for the Arts, 321 
Arsenal Street, Watertown, MA.

“Fiddler on the Roof has a 
much deserved place in the 
history of musical theater,” says 
Artistic Director Jim Petosa. “It 
was fi rst produced at a time 
when ideas of tradition and 
cultural identity were in an 
upheaval. It became a response 
to the transition that was hap-
pening in American culture and 
continues to resonate today as 
it examines the traditions of life, 
communities, and family.”

“We’re thrilled to welcome 
back to our stage so many New 
Rep favorites in our much-
anticipated production of Fid-
dler on the Roof,” says Manag-
ing Director Harriet Sheets. 
“We’d also like to welcome back 
Austin Pendleton. While this is 
his fi rst time directing for us, 
he is no stranger to our stage, 
having appeared in Quills, Wait-
ing for Godot, and King Lear. 
His play, Orson’s Shadow, also 
received its Boston-area pre-
miere during our 2006-2007 
seasons to resounding critical 
praise, and in 2015 we were 

Jeremiah Kissel

honored to present him with 
New Rep’s Award for Lifetime 
Artistic Achievement at our 
annual Gala.”

A spirited revival of the 
beloved musical Fiddler on the 
Roof features Jeremiah Kis-
sel (Broken Glass, The King of 
Second Avenue, Imagining 
Madoff) as Tevye, leading a 
cast of Boston-area favorites 
in this Tony Award-winning 
play. Rendered with striking 
inti-macy and simplicity by 
Tony-nominated director Aus-
tin Pendleton, who originated 
the role of Motel the Tailor on 
Broadway, this energetic pro-
duction puts the classic story’s 
fi erce heart at the center of the 
audience experience with its 
timeless warmth, humor, and 
honesty.

For more information go 
to: www.newrep.org or call 
617-923-8487

salads were made and donated 
by lodge members Kayla and 
Diane Boebel.

A special thank you is ex-
tended to our many friends in 
the North End of Boston who 
donated to this important night.

Wilmington Lodge members Thom Gorham, Paul Tivnan, Pia 
Romano, Alicia Johnson, Mary Buscone, Joe Alfonse, Pat 
Tivnan.

Michael and Jane Caira fl ank two of their granddaughters, 
Allison and Samantha Bolanos; Amy Caira, Marilyn Manos, 
and Dan Folk.

Wilmington Lodge President Charlie DeStefano and his wife 
Barbara (center) along with members of the Tewksbury Lodge.

FRIENDS OF THE 
ITALIAN CULTURAL CENTER

OF BOSTON, INC.

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO

italianissimo! 2016
Please join us for a celebration of 

all things Italian to benefi t 
Friends of the Italian Cultural Center 

of Boston 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER, 19TH 2016 

6 PM - 11 PM 
An exclusive pre-opening event at

EATALY BOSTON
800 BOYLSTON ST

featuring ... 
EXCLUSIVE EARLY ACCESS TO 

EATALY’S MARKETPLACE

TASTES OF REGIONAL ITALIAN DISHES 
AND DESSERTS AT THE DIFFERENT 

RESTAURANTS, COUNTERS, AND CAFES 
BEER, WINE, AND COCKTAILS 

TO SIP WHILE EXPLORING 
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 

Contributions above the value of the evening are deductible for 
income tax purposes to the extent provided by law. Substantiation 
letters will be provided after the event. 
Proceeds will benefi t Friends of the Italian Cultural Center of Boston, 
a 501(c)(3) non-profi t organization founded in 2012 to promote 
Italian identity, language and culture and preserve our rich Italian 
heritage. FICCB’s mission ranges from supporting the teaching of 
the Italian language to sponsoring public lectures, concerts and 
art exhibits; from showcasing Italian entrepreneurship, innovation, 
design and technology to celebrating Italian food and folklore; from 
providing services to the Italian and Italian-American communities 
to organizing events that build bridges with the Greater Boston and 
New England communities.

Tickets $250 
To Purchase Tickets

Visit www.eataly.com
/us_en/italianissimo-2016-11-19-2217
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS
of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings

by Sal Giarratani

NEXT NEAD DINNER/
FAMILY GATHERING

North End Against Drugs 
will be holding its fi rst Dinner/
Family Talk of this school year 
on Monday, November 21st, at 
the Nazzaro Center at 6:00 pm 
with guest speaker Mayor Marty 
Walsh. This is FREE EVENT 
and there will be a fabulous 
Italian dinner

QUINCY GETS ANOTHER 
ASIAN EATERY,

SHOCKING IS IT NOT?
A longtime Italian restaurant, 

Alfredo’s on Franklin Street just 
outside Quincy Center, has 
closed and will reopen as an 
Asian fusion restaurant serving 
Chinese and Japanese menu 
items. It is amazing how as 
Quincy’s Asian population has 
increased, so too have Asian 
restaurants opened competing 
quite well with each other.
MORE GOOD MUSIC IN LYNN

Check out these upcoming 
shows at the Lynn Auditorium: 
The Righteous Brothers on No-
vember 18th, Smokey Robinson, 
November 19th, and Rain: A 
Tribute to the Beatles on April 
14, 2017. Something to look 
forward to get through winter 
and the snow.
NOAH’S COMMUNITY VOICES

Last Saturday, October 29th, 
I was over at the East Boston 
Branch Public Library as I 
usually am on Saturday morn-
ings and walked into a meeting 
ongoing inside the Community 
Room where a number of people 
had gathered to discuss a new 
English Language Learners tool 
developed by NOAH. Some-
times I walk into stories like 
this. NOAH (Neighborhood of 
Affordable Housing, Inc.) and a 
number of community activists 
from the growing immigrant 
population were talking about 
ways and methods to bring the 
immigrant community into the 
mainstream of East Boston’s 
daily life. One such program 
to help those learning English 
is “Community Voices.” NOAH 
hopes that this program be-
comes a tool to help assimilate 
non-English speaking residents 
of Eastie by enabling them to 
become more profi cient in the 
English language

Kudos to all involved in this 
effort.
ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER

The Annual Spaghetti Din-
ner in support of the Salesian 
Boys & Girls Club is on Friday, 
November 18th starting at 
6:00 pm.

I MIGLIORI 2017 NEWSDATE 
The dinner for the presti-

gious 31st I Migliori in Mens et 
Gesta Awards will be held on 
Saturday, April 1, 2017, at the 
Hyatt Harborside Hotel at  Logan 
Airport. Put this event on your 
calendar. You don’t want to 
miss it.

SUPPORT
HUBCATS CHELSEA

HUBCATS CHELSEA is a 
newly formed group of folks 
seeking foster homes for the 
nearly 2,030 kittens born out-
side in the city needing rescu-
ing. They are looking for volun-
teers to spend time with these 
animals. They are also seeking 
cat food donations to help sup-
port the nearly 200 feral cats 
living outdoors in Chelsea.

This group meets monthly at 
the Chelsea Police Station.

TESTY TURF WAR
OVER BURGERS?

It appears that there is a testy 
turf war taking place right under 
our noses. Tasty Burger, which 
has been expanding its loca-
tions with one now in Southie 
on L Street, is battling Chipotle, 
which just launched its Tasty 
Made chain of restaurants, hav-
ing a similar logo and name that 
can be confusing to customers.

I don’t think people are that 
confused, but I can see Tasty 
Burger’s point of view. People 
aren’t stupid. As for me, Chi-
potle is no longer a favorite of 
mine since you know what hap-
pened, right?

ANOTHER DISCO NIGHT
I love Disco wherever I can 

fi nd it. There will be another 
Disco Night coming up in Brain-

tree on Friday, November 25th 
at Braintree Town Hall starting 
at 7:00 pm. Legendary DJ Dru 
Errico will be spinning all those 
old favorite hits to benefi t the 
Braintree High Schools Boys 
Basketball Program. For more 
info, call Angela Carnes at 
617-699-1085.

NEW HOME FOR
ARREDONDO FAMILY

FOUNDATION
The Arrendondo Family Foun-

dation has moved to Work Inc. 
in Dorchester. On October 18th, 
Carlos and Melida Arrendondo 
celebrated the foundation’s new 
home at a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at the Work Inc. head-
quarters at 25 Beach Street.

This non-profi t works to pre-
vent suicides of active military, 
veterans, and family members 
by offering support  services 
to families. Stated James 
 Cassetta, President/CEO of 
Work Inc., “We are proud to 
donate space in our building to 
the Arrendondo Family Founda-
tion and play a small role in the 
great work it does in support 
of our veterans.” Cowboy hats 
off to all.

HALLOWEEN BASH
AT PORTABELLA’S

Portabella’s on Main Street 
in Wakefi eld was packed for a 
Halloween Party and concert by 
Beawolfe, East Boston’s historic 
rock band, on Saturday, Octo-
ber 29th. The band as always 
was great and everyone had a 
blast. I went as a dead sheriff 
and looked like something out 
of Walking Dead. There was one 
other cowboy at the party, but 
he was just alive. I looked scary.

BANKRUPCY SAVES FIVE 
BUILDINGS FOR TENANTS
Five problem-plagued apart-

ment buildings in Mattapan and 
Dorchester changed hands in a 
$5.6 million deal that staved off 
the specter of homelessness for 
many tenants, as a bankruptcy 
trustee sold the property over 
the landlord’s protests.

Codman Square Neighbor-
hood Development Corp. closed 
on the purchase of two build-
ings on Orlando Street in Mat-
tapan and three buildings on 
Waldeck Street in Dorchester. 
Homelessness was averted for 
many. This was a win-win situ-
ation for both the neighborhood 
and the individual tenants who 
could have found themselves 
on the street looking for a place 
to live.

ONLINE CONSERVATIVE 
NEWSPAPER

Back when I was a kid, Bos-
ton had several daily news-
papers. One of the oldest and 
most respected was The Boston 
Post. However, midway through 
the ‘50s, it started losing cir-
culation and it folded in 1956 
when I was only 8 years old.

Now the name “Boston Post” 
has returned online as The 
New Boston Post, “the hub of 
conservative thought.” Good 
stuff on it. Check it out at www.
newbostonpost.com.

MAYOR HOSTING
ITALIAN-AMERICAN

LUNCHEON
Mayor Marty Walsh and El-

derly Commissioner Emily Shea 
will be hosting the 10th annual 
Italian-American Luncheon for 
North End Seniors on Friday, 
November 18th starting at 11:00 
am at the Coast Guard Base. 
For details, call 617-635-4366.

NOAH discusses a new English Language Learners tool at 
the East Boston Branch Public Library. L-R: Chris Marchi, 
Manlio Mendez ESOL program manager, Manny Lopes, EBNHC 
executive director, Jose Alvarez, Lee Lopes, and City Councilor 
Sal LaMattina.

Fr. Ken Novak from St. Mary’s 
Academy & College in Kansas 
stopped by the St. Joseph 
Society’s recent Sunday 
dinner and met up with The 
Champ Tony DeMarco, “the 
Flame and Fury of Fleet 
Street,” in this matchup.

(Photo by Sal Giarratani)

BLOOD FATHER (Blu-ray)
Lionsgate Home Ent.

Mel Gibson delivers nonstop, 
no-holds-barred action in this 
dynamic thrill ride. When his 
estranged teenaged daughter 
(Erin Moriarty) is targeted by 
a drug cartel, ex-convict John 
Link (Gibson) must call upon 
connections from his criminal 
past and his own lethal skills 
to save his daughter’s future. 
Diego Luna, Michael Parks, and 
William H. Macy co-star in this 
explosive story of how far one 
man will go to save his family.

FEED THE BEAST:
SEASON ONE (DVD)

Lionsgate Home Ent.
From the Executive Producer 

of Dexter and Nurse Jackie, 
comes a sizzling new series 
serving up a dose of drama with 
a side of danger in Feed the 
Beast: Season One. For Tommy 
(David Schwimmer) and Dion 
(Jim Sturgess), two friends on 
the brink of losing everything, 
a dusty pipe dream of open-
ing an upscale restaurant in 
their hometown of the Bronx is 
all they have left to turn their 
lives around. Together, Tommy 
and Dion take on the insan-
ity of the New York restaurant 
world, navigating its underbelly 
of petty criminals, corrupt of-
fi cials, and violent gangsters.
HEE HAW – SALUTE! (3-DVD)

TIME LIFE
With a mix of down-to-earth 

and relatable characters, knee-
slapping comedic zingers, and 
jaw-dropping musical perfor-
mances, Hee Haw captivated 
large portions of the country 
when it fi rst premiered on tele-
vision in the late 1960s. One-
liners fl ew. Stars like Johnny 
Cash and Loretta Lynn played. 
The show’s co-hosts were Buck 
Owens and Roy Clark and, on 
June 15, 1969, the two musi-
cians and songwriters intro-
duced a national audience to 
the fi ctional setting of Kornfi ed 
Kounty, a regular old place 
populated by hardworking 
farmers, barbers, banjo play-
ers, husbands, and housewives. 
Following a two-year run on 
CBS, Hee Haw was gone, get-
ting picked up in syndication 
and airing until 1992, making 
it the longest-running weekly 
syndicated original series in 
television history. This 3-DVD 
set includes some of the best 
sketches and brightest stars 
from that impressive 23-year 
history, proving the show’s 
hard-earned and enormous 
success.

THE NIGHT OF (3-Blu-ray)
HBO Home Ent.

A probing, contemporary 
look at crime, the presumption 
of guilt, and the urban prison 
system. The Night Of centers 
around the police investigation 
of a murder on Manhattan’s 
Upper West Side. The prime 
suspect in the case — a college 
student, the son of immigrant 
parents — fi nds himself and 
his family thrown into the pit 
of NYC’s criminal, legal, penal 
and judicial system after his 
arrest and imprisonment. Writ-
ten by Steven Zaillian, The Night 
Of takes an unvarnished look 
at both the city’s multifaceted 
criminal justice system, and 
the purgatory of Riker’s Island. 
Starring John Turturro and Riz 
Ahmed.

STEVE McQUEEN –
THE MAN & LE MANS
Filmrise + MVDvisual

By 1970, Steve McQueen 
ruled Hollywood. He was the 
“King of Cool” and the world’s 
most notorious ladies’ man. 
Hot off the back of classics 
like The Thomas Crown Affair 
and Bullitt, the racing fanatic 
began production of his passion 
project, Le Mans, centered on 
the 24-hour car race in France. 
But the infamously troubled 
production was plagued with 
fi nancial troubles, on-set rival-
ries, and the star’s own per-
sonal issues. This documen-
tary fi lm interweaves stunning, 
newly discovered footage and 
McQueen’s private recordings 
with original interviews to re-
veal the true story of how this 
cinema legend would risk every-
thing in pursuit of his dream.
BATMAN: RETURN OF THE 

CAPED CRUSADERS (Blu-ray)
Warner Bros Animation + 

DC Ent.
Holy mix-ups, Batman! Go-

tham City’s most vile Super 
Villains – including The Joker, 
The Penguin, The Riddler and 
Catwoman — unleash a plan to 
take over the city and, ultimate-
ly, the world. Armed with the 
diabolical replica ray, the Super-
Villains create a real who’s who 
for The Dynamic Duo. While 
it’s double trouble with Batman 
clones running around, the real 
Batman falls under a spell that 
turns him bad. Can Robin, The 
Boy Wonder — with a little help 
from the dubious Catwoman — 
set Batman straight and free 
Gotham City from the clutches 
of fi endish felony? Starring the 
voice talents of Adam West, Burt 
Ward and Julie Newman, this 
all-new DC Classic animated 
movie will have fans rushing to 
the Batcave!

GORED: A LOVE STORY
Filmrise + MVDvisual

Known as the “Most Gored 
Bullfi ghter in History,” Anto-
nio Barrera has been impaled 
23 times in the bullring. Now 
with a family to consider, and 
a body that won’t hold up, Bar-
rera decides to face the bulls 
one last time, desperate for a 
taste of elusive glory. Gored cap-
tures the brutality and beauty 
inherent in Spanish bullfi ght-
ing, as Barrera braces for his 
retirement with one fi nal per-
formance. With unprecedented 
access to an insular and fading 
world, Gored is also a timeless 
document of an ancient cultural 
spectacle challenged by modern 
times. As a younger generation 
rejects bullfi ghting as barbaric, 
Barrera’s boyhood dream of 
honoring his father and becom-
ing a famous matador is at risk!

SHERPA (DVD)
Lionsgate Home Ent.

Every year, Western mountain 
climbers make news ascending 
Mount Everest. But the com-
pelling stories of the Sherpas, 
the Nepalese guides who risk 
their lives to provide for their 
families, have gone untold — 
until now. Sherpa chronicles a 
fateful 2014 expedition, and the 
tragic avalanche that spurred 
the Sherpas to make a stand for 
human rights and respect. 
Sherpa will forever change the 
way you look at the world’s most 
famous mountain — and the 
brave guides who navigate it.
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— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —

THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra

MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS 781-648-5678

The Post-Gazette
accepts memorials 

throughout the year. 

Please call
617-227-8929

Remember 
Your

Loved Ones

tion is history. Either we have 
Trump in the White House or 
the GOP begins its stand down 
with Clinton.

Harry Reid, who just retired 
as Senate Minority Leader, 
sent out a fundraising letter a 
week before the election, talk-
ing about an impending “con-
stitutional crisis” and pleading 
via the Progressive Change 
Campaign Committee for folks 
to “make an emergency dona-
tion” to assist in the election 
of Democrats to the Senate 
and gain control back from the 
 Republicans.

Liberal U.S. Senator Patrick 
Leahy, D-VT, said if Repub-
licans block nominations, it 
would amount to a “piece-
meal  ev iscerat ion of  the 
Constitution.”

Apparently, the boys and girls 
in the U.S. Senate still don’t 
know how to play nice with each 
other. Get over it and govern.

Service Dog Nix Lawsuit
Sometimes you just wonder 

about people and their complete 
lack of common sense. An Army 
combat veteran with PSTD is 
suing American Airlines for re-
fusing to let her board a plane 
with her service dog.

Lisa McCombs, who served 
in Iraq and Afghanistan, was 
barred from boarding with her 
Labrador retriever Jake who 
was wearing his service vest 
with documentation. When Lisa 
started cursing in frustration, 
an agent threatened to arrest 
her. She wasn’t arrested, but 
her treatment was horrible and 
now someone’s gonna pay for 

what they did to this former 
combat vet. Shameful treatment 
for a hero and her dog.

Now Thomas Gets
Accused of Groping

What is it with this Groping 
Epidemic? Accusations are 
coming out of the woodwork. 
What are there, 11 or 12 accu-
sations against Donald Trump? 
Many decades old. Now someone 
has come out to charge U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas. This time we’re talk-
ing about a dinner party in 
1999. Thomas said it never 
happened, but once again the 
media is running wild with this 
new story.

Strange how the liberal news 
media runs wild with these new 
allegations, but when it came 
to Bill Clinton back then, or 
today, nothing but the sounds 
of crickets in the night.
Who is Worse? Megyn Kelly 

or Rachel Maddow?
I used to think Megyn Kelly 

was a real journalist, but now 
it is as clear as day, Kelly is all 
about Kelly as she builds up her 
public resume. Her recent tiff 
with Newt Gingrich was stupid. 
She baited him and he fell for 
it. Obviously, Kelly doesn’t just 
want to report on stories, she 
wants to become part of the 
story. I’m thinking, she’s out to 
move Fox News Network to the 
Left, and she wants to be the 
new Bill O’Reilly.

Poor Rachel Maddow, she’s 
on a horrible and little watched 
MS-LEFT-BC and few even 
know she’s still on the air fl out-
ing her obnoxious smirks. 

• News Briefs (Continued from Page 1)

I once asked Babbononno 
why he celebrated Armistice 
Day. When I was a child, he was 
still marching with the Italian 
Marine Band in national and 
local parades, Armistice Day, 
Memorial Day, the 4th of July 
(Independence Day), Labor 
Day and, if I’m not mistaken, 
Columbus Day. Once he be-
came too old to march, my 
uncles, Paul and Nick, plus my 
father continued the traditions 
by participating in the same 
parades as members of the 
Musicians’ Union Marching 
Band. To return to my first 
sentence … Babbononno told 
me that Armistice Day com-
memorated the end of the World 
War I, or as he called it, “The 
Great War.” He said that it 
ended on the 11th hour on the 
11th day of the 11th month at 
11:00 pm in 1918. Today we 
celebrate November the 11th as 
Veteran’s Day. Once I thought 
it over, I added, “Oh, you 
march in memory of the dead 
soldiers.” He straightened me 
out with, “No, Memorial Day 
commemorates our servicemen 
who never came home. Armi-
stice Day is for the end of World 
War I.” I then understood.

My grandfather once told me 
that he had loved military life, 
and if things had turned out 
differently, he would have made 
a career out of being in the 
marines. I asked, “Ours or 
theirs?” This would provoke 
a nasty stare, but as a kid, I 
thought it was funny.

When holidays arrived, I 
would always go to the parades, 
because my father and uncles 
were marching in them, and I 
loved parades. The marchers 
looked great in their band uni-
forms and they seemed to strut 
with such great pride. 

Babbononno identifi ed with 
World War I. My father and 
uncles were just kids when it 
happened. Their war, World 
War II, began on December 7, 
1941. They watched Korea a 
decade later, and when I hit my 
prime, there was Vietnam. 

Backing up a bit, when I was 
in middle school, and later 
high school, I marched in all 
the parades I’ve mentioned. 
At the Barnes School in East 
Boston, and later at English 
High School, I was part of the 
military education program 
that was mandatory in the 
Boston Schools. At the Barnes, 
I was a bugler in their drum 
and bugle corps. At English, I 
played trumpet in their march-
ing band. I loved it all.

Once I began my four years 
in college, I had to register for 
the draft. During the second 
month of my freshman year 
at Boston State (now U. Mass. 

Boston), I turned eighteen. At 
that age, all American males 
had to register for the draft. 
This meant that we could be 
called into the army if we were 
needed. If a young man didn’t 
want to be in the army, he 
could enlist in one of the other 
branches of the military ahead 
of the draft notice. For those 
of us going to college, there 
was the ROTC or the PLC, the 
Reserve Offi cers Training Corps 
and the Platoon Leaders Corps. 
I opted for the Marine PLC 
program. 

As a kid, I loved to fl y. Do you 
remember the Revere Airport??? 
While working at the Seville 
Theater, I saved my money 
and took fl ying lessons there. 
In those days, lessons were 
$15.00 an hour. When I ran 
out of savings, I stopped fl ying. 
By the time I was in college, I 
wanted to fl y for the Marines. 
I fi gured If Ted Williams (my 
boyhood hero) could fly for 
the Marines, so could I. My 
father had to sign for me as 
I was not quite eighteen yet. 
That following summer, I be-
gan training. When it came to 
fl ight training, we were sent to 
the Squantum Naval Air Sta-
tion, which was located near 
Wollaston Beach. 

The fi rst thing I told my in-
structors was that I could fl y. I 
discovered that there was a lot 
of difference between a Piper 
Cub from the long-gone Revere 
Airport and a military trainer. 
The trainer was called a T6 
and was what we prospective 
military pilots received our 
flight training in. I handled 
things nicely, but had to be as-
sisted with landing, something 
I never really got to when I was 
a kid flying a Piper Club at 
the Revere Airport. The Navy 
flight instructors helped me 
to qualify, and I was next told 
that I had to train in a jet. The 
jet trainers were called T33s. 
They were two-seater versions 
of F80 Shooting Stars, the fi rst 
jet fi ghter that we used in the 
Korean War. 

I immediately developed a 
problem. When I banked the 
plane, my nose would gush 
out blood in the face plate of 
my helmet. After this hap-
pened a second time, I was 
sent to the base hospital for 
an exam. The attending phy-
sician told me that my nose 
had been broken several times 
and even though those breaks 
had been healed, my nose 
couldn’t handle the pressure 
changes when flying a jet. 
The result of it all was that I 
was grounded. They told me 
that I would be transferred to 
the Mud Marines, the equiva-
lent to the Army Infantry. My 

father tore up the papers he 
had signed to get me into the 
program initially, and I was out 
of the PLC. 

After graduation from college, 
I began teaching in Boston. 
I had to go back to the draft 
board and have my student 
deferment changed to 1A, 
meaning that the Army could 
take me whenever they were 
ready. I told Ms. Mary Graziano, 
who headed up the East Boston 
Draft Board, that I was teach-
ing drafting and engineering 
subjects; she told me that they 
were considered sciences and I 
would be deferred. It seems that 
the Russians beat us into space 
and anyone teaching a scientifi c 
subject had to stay on the job 
because we lagged behind our 
adversaries. So, I never made it 
into uniform. 

I became involved in some-
thing else later on that deal 
with the invasion of Cuba, 
but that’s a story for another 
day. 

As the years passed, I saw 
friends, and people I came to 
know over the years, and many 
of my students from Hyde Park 
High School in the late 60 and 
early 70s, head for Vietnam. 
Many of those folks never came 
back. As a result of this, I feel 
a sense of guilt that I really 
didn’t do my part for my coun-
try. Later, my friends, Dean 
Saluti, Bill Hurley and John 
Silva, asked me to join the First 
Corps of Cadets in Boston. This 
is a group of men and women 
retired from all branches of 
the military who keep alive the 
traditions that represent our 
American values. Our active 
component is the 211th Military 
Police Unit headquartered at 
an armory in Lexington. They 
have spent time in Afghanistan 
and are to be congratulated for 
their efforts.

I’m really too old to do any 
marching in my First Corps 
uniform these days, with the 
exception of Memorial Day 
when we place a wreath at 
our monument in Cambridge’s 
Mount Auburn Cemetery. When 
I participate, I think of Bab-
bononno marching proudly to 
celebrate the end of WWI and 
my father and uncles parading 
a generation later when the 
next war ended. When will it 
all end???

GOD BLESS AMERICA

cut Ray Flynn, he might still be 
with us and K. C. Jones would 
have been the Mayor.”

Mr. Flynn served in the Mas-
sachusetts House of Represen-
tatives from 1971 to 1979 and 
on the Boston City Council from 
1978 to 1984. 

In 1983, Mr. Flynn won the 
mayoralty in what most ob-
servers see as one of the most 
historic mayoral elections in 
Boston. In the fi nal election, 
Mr. Flynn and Melvin H. (Mel) 
King conducted an electoral 
contest in which they modeled 
racial tolerance as much as they 
fought very hard to get elected. 
Mayor Flynn went on to make 
the building of bridges across 
communities and classes his 
signal initiative.  

“Boston has for too long been 
a house divided against itself … 
our resolve now is to bind old 
wounds, put the memories be-
hind us, and carry worthwhile 
lessons into the future,” Mayor 
Flynn announced in his First 
Inaugural address. An editorial 
in the Bay State Banner in 1985 
indicated that Mayor Flynn had 
delivered on the promise. “But 
that (racial conflict) may be 
history now. True to his word, 
the new mayor, Ray Flynn, has 
made dramatic moves to bring 
the city together.” 

Mr. Flynn is known for build-
ing social and economic bridges 
that linked a prosperous down-
town to affordable housing, 
jobs, and other opportunities 
for better lives in every neigh-
borhood. The mayor earned 
wide national recognition and 
many awards for his leader-
ship on reducing homelessness 
and ensuring quality housing 
and health care for homeless 
individuals and families. The 
City partnered with commu-
nity development corporations, 

unions and other like-minded 
organizations to develop afford-
able housing across the city. 
As Boston Globe columnist 
Adrian Walker wrote on May 
29, 2015, “He came into offi ce 
as the … leader who would 
prioritize the city’s neighbor-
hoods over downtown devel-
opment … His role model was 
James Michael Curley, the 
so-called ‘mayor of the poor.’ 
He vowed to move beyond 
the naked racial  animus 
sparked by busing, and he 
poured energy and political 
capital into cooling race rela-
tions … He deserves to be 
remembered as a mayor who 
improved the city.”

President Clinton appointed 
Mr. Flynn ambassador to the 
Holy See in 1993, where he 
served for four years.

Mr. Flynn has written two 
inspirational books. His fi rst 
was a best seller, The Accidental 
Pope (which he wrote with au-
thor Robin Moore) published by 
St. Martins Press. The second is 
a non-fi ction book, John Paul II, 
The Pope and The Man (with Jim 
Vrabel). He has written many 
articles for local and national 
publications.

Ambassador Flynn has re-
ceived hundreds of awards, hon-
orary degrees and offi cial cita-
tions in the U.S. and worldwide 
for his faith-based humanitarian 
work. In 2007, he joined the Col-
lege of Fellows of the Dominican 
School of Philosophy and Theol-
ogy in Berkeley, CA.

He holds a bachelors degree 
from Providence College and a 
master’s degree from the Har-
vard School of Education.

Ambassador Raymond and 
Catherine (Cathy) are the proud 
and loving parents and grand-
parents of six children and 17 
grandchildren. 

• Raymond L. Flynn (Continued from Page 1)
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EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

MIRACLE
PRAYER 

Dear Heart of Jesus, in the past I 
have asked You for many favours. 
This time, I ask you this very special 
one (mention favour). Take it, dear 
Heart of Jesus, and place it within 
Your own broken heart where Your 
Father sees it. Then, in His merciful 
eyes, it will become Your favour, not 
mine. Amen.
Say for three days, promise publica-
tion and favour will be granted.

K and P

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

(617) 768-5800
Docket No. MI15D3785DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY

PUBLICATION AND MAILING 
MD SHIRAZUL ISLAM

vs. 
FARZANA RAHMAN

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has fi led a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B. 

The Complaint is on fi le at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively impact 
the current fi nancial status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required 
to serve upon Md Shirazul Islam, 47 Wyoming 
Ave., #2, Melrose, MA 02176 your  answer, if 
any, on or before December 9, 2016. If you fail 
to do so, the court will proceed to the hearing 
and adjudication of this action. You are also 
 required to fi le a copy of your  answer, if any, in 
the offi ce of the Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. EDWARD F. DONNELLY, JR.,  
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 28, 2016    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 11/11/16

Run date: 11/11/16

To all persons interested in the above-
captioned estate, by Petition of  Petitioner Polly 
A. Woods of Reading, MA, a Will has been 
admitted to informal probate.

Polly A. Woods of Reading, MA has 
been informally appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being administered under 
 informal procedure by the Personal Represen-
tative under the Massachusetts Uniform Pro-
bate Code without supervision by the Court. 
Inventory and accounts are not  required to be 
fi led with the Court, but interested parties are 
entitled to notice regarding the  administration 
from the Personal Representative and can 
petition the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  distribution of assets and 
 expenses of  administration. Interested parties 
are entitled to petition the Court to institute 
 formal proceedings and to obtain orders ter-
minating or restricting the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any, 
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division

208 Cambridge Street
East Cambridge, MA 02141

(617) 768-5800
Docket No. MI16P5630EA

Estate of
FRANCIS J. WOODS

Date of Death July 8, 2015
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 11/11/16

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

(617) 768-5800
Docket No. MI16P5640EA

Estate of
KAREN C. HOOK

Date of Death July 26, 2016
CITATION ON PETITION FOR

FORMAL ADJUDICATION

LEGAL NOTICE 

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will 

with Appointment of Personal Representa-
tive has been fi led by Elizabeth S. Hook of 
 Hoboken, NJ requesting that the Court enter 
a formal  Decree and Order and for such other 
relief as  requested in the  Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Elizabeth S. 
Hook of Hoboken, NJ be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said estate to serve 
 Without Surety on the bond in an unsuper-
vised  administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the 

Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court. 
You have a right to object to this proceeding. 
To do so, you or your attorney must fi le a
written appearance and objection at this 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of November 29, 2016.

This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must fi le a written 
 appearance and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to fi le a timely 
written appearance and objection followed 
by an affi davit of objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM 

PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed 

under the MUPC in an unsupervised admin-
istration is not required to fi le an inventory 
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are  entitled to  notice 
regarding the  administration directly from 
the Personal Representative and may peti-
tion the Court in any  matter relating to the 
estate,  including  the distribution of assets 
and  expenses of  administration.

Witness, HON. EDWARD F. DONNELLY, JR.,
First Justice of this Court.

Date: November 1, 2016

Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court

24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114

617-788-8300
Docket No. SU14D1290DR

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION
DORIAN T. READNOUR

VS.
DAVID M. AGRO

LEGAL NOTICE 

Run date: 11/11/16

Upon motion of plaintiff(s)/petitioner(s) for an 
order directing the defendant(s)/respondent(s), 
to appear, plead, or answer, in accordance with 
Mass.R.Civ.P./Mass.R.Dom.Rel.P.Rule 4, it 
appearing to the court that this is an action for 
CONTEMPT, fi led on September 14, 2016. You 
are ordered to appear at the Suffolk Probate 
and Family Court on December 12, 2016 
at 8:30 A.M. in Courtroom A at 24 New 
Chardon St., Boston, MA.

  Defendant(s)/Respondent(s) cannot 
be found within the Commonwealth and 
defendant(s)/respondent(s) present where-
abouts are  unknown. Personal service on 
defendant is therefore not practicable, and 
defendant(s)/respondent(s) has/have not vol-
untarily appeared in this action.

It is Ordered that defendant(s)/respondent(s) 
is/are directed to appear, plead, answer, or 
otherwise move with respect to the complaint/
petition herein on or before the return day of 
December 12, 2016.

If you fail to do so this Court will proceed to a 
hearing and adjudication of this matter.

HON. VIRGINIA M. WARD, 
Justice of Probate and Family Court

Date: November 4, 2016

Quote to Note
"In baseball, momentum is 

only as good as your next day's 
starting pitcher."

— Baltimore Manager
Earl Weaver

Pigs Fly. Hell Freezes Over. 
Cubs Win!

The above was the front-
page of the Boston Herald on 
Thursday morning November 
4th after the Chicago Cubs 
beat the Cleveland Indians in 
a wild extra inning 8-7 victory 
in Cleveland. The Cubs had 
fallen behind in the Series 3-1 
and then had to sweep the next 
three games, two on the road, to 
win, and win they did. This was 
Team Destiny. They reminded 
me lots of the 1967 Impossible 
Dream Red Sox who fought 
tooth and nail and scrambled 
for the pennant right up to the 
fi nal game. That is when Red 
Sox Nation was born. We actu-
ally thought that year we could 
win it all after a futile season. 
We almost did it before losing in 
Game 7 to Bob Gibson and the 
St. Louis Cardinals. Gibson was 
one of the greatest pitchers of all 
time and he went up against a 
tired Jim Lonborg on two days 
rest. However, the Red Sox Pen-

nant Champs were no longing 
the AL Chumps.

The 108-year “Goat Curse” 
is over as the Cubs win their 
fi rst World Series since 1908. 
The Indians will now have to 
continue on for at least an-
other season to break their own 
Curse. The last time they won 
the Series was the year I was 
born (1948).

Kudos to both teams for a 
hard fought seven-game World 
Series. Congrats to Indians 
Manager Terry Francona for 
his great season leading the 
Indians. Kudos to Theo Epstein 
for making the Cubs winners, 
as he did the 2004 Red Sox. 
He’s now broken two Curses.

Jon Lester Did the Job
He may not win the NL Cy 

Young Award, but he might 
be the runner-up. He was 
the Cub's ace on the mound. 
He won 19 games during the 
season and had a great ERA, 
too. The Red Sox have missed 
him. Rick Porcello was good 
this year, but not Lester. Dave 
Price was very expensive this 
year, but not Lester. The Boston 
Red Sox? What were they 
thinking when they let him get 
away.
East Boston Athletic Board 

Fundraiser
On Sunday, October 16th, the 

East Boston Athletic Board held 
a Patriots Tailgate fundraiser 
at the East Boston Yacht Club. 

While guests watched the Pats 
beat the Steelers, they were also 
helping a good cause. Proceeds 
went to funding scholarships 
that will be handed out in June 
at the Board's Annual Banquet 
of Champions Scholarship 
Dinner.

Is Britain Ready for
NFL Football?

There has been talk of putting 
an NFL franchise in London 
which many are calling a hor-
rible idea. A London team would 
have to travel the Atlantic and 
back for eight of their 16 games 
which means eight of the rest 
of the teams will do likewise 
over the regular season. Maybe, 
we should call the new team 
the English Bull Dogs or a 
better name might be the Jet 
Lags.

Giants Take Chance
on Johnson

The San Francisco Giants 
have signed righty Josh John-
son to a minor league contract 
hoping he can perform after 
three Tommy John surgeries. 
Before he can be invited to 
the big league camp in spring 
training, Johnson must show 
he is healthy enough to help 
the team. The 6-foot-7 pitcher 
last pitched in the majors with 
Toronto in 2013.

The 32-year-old has a 58-45 
career record and 3.40 ERA 
over nine seasons, all but one 
of those years with the Marlins.

man had never walked on the 
face of the earth.

The first architects ever to 
be mentioned by name in the 
history of Rome were Celer and 
Severous. They poured the em-
peror’s wealth and their skills 
into the construction of what 
became known as Nero’s Golden 
House. It occupied the space of 
nearly one square mile in the 
midst of the city.

This was not a continuous 
building that occupied three 
hilltops and the connecting 
grounds; the entire area was 
enclosed by three colonnades, 
each about a mile long, and 
there also was a grand entrance 
portico, which faced the Forum. 
Within this enclosure, they 
built the imperial residence. 
The area contained beautiful 
parks, gardens and vineyards, 
including large baths which 
were supplied with water, via 
aqueduct, from sulfur springs 
about twelve miles away, and 
special baths which were sup-
plied with sea water from the 
Mediterranean. There was also 
a temple built of a rare translu-

• Stirpe Nostra (Continued from Page 2)

cent stone and a lake for mock 
naval battles.

The foundation walls and 
other sub-structures are all that 
remain of Nero’s Palace, but it 
is certain that it contained ev-
ery adornment and decoration 
that this abundant and artistic 
civilization could furnish. The 
name Golden House was used 
because of the gold-plated tiles 
on the roofs. Much gold was 
also used in cornices, moldings, 
column bases and caps. There 
were ivory wall panels, easel 
paintings, statues, countless 
vases of every size and form, and 
a display of wealth and comfort 
almost beyond description.

Here again we learn of an-
other of the great ironies in 
history; one of the most brutal 
men the world has ever known 
was permitted to occupy one of 
the most luxurious living places 
that the same world has ever 
produced.

NEXT ISSUE:
At Home in Old Rome,

The Insula or Tenement House

(Photos by Rosario Scabin, Ross Photography) 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court

Middlesex Probate and Family Court
208 Cambridge Street
Cambridge, MA 02141

(617) 768-5800
Docket No. MI16D0704DR 
DIVORCE SUMMONS BY

PUBLICATION AND MAILING 
ANNET NAIGA

vs. 
DINNARD M. JEFFRIES

LEGAL NOTICE 

To the Defendant:
The Plaintiff has fi led a Complaint for Divorce 

requesting that the Court grant a divorce for 
Irretrievable Breakdown of the Marriage 1B. 

The Complaint is on fi le at the Court.
An Automatic Restraining Order has been 

entered in this matter preventing you from 
taking any action which would negatively impact 
the current fi nancial status of either party. SEE 
Supplemental Probate Court Rule 411. 

You are hereby summoned and required 
to serve upon Annet Naiga, 120 Norris Rd., 
Tyngsboro, MA 01879 your  answer, if any, on 
or before December 9, 2016. If you fail to do so, 
the court will proceed to the hearing and adjudi-
cation of this action. You are also  required to fi le 
a copy of your  answer, if any, in the offi ce of the 
Register of this Court.

Witness, HON. EDWARD F. DONNELLY, JR.,  
First Justice of this Court.

Date: October 28, 2016    
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Run date: 11/11/16

Small Ads

Get Big Results
For more information, 

call 617-227-8929.

Boston Bruins vs. Buffalo Sabres
Monday, November 7, 2016

Boston Bruins 4 — Buffalo Sabres 0

Bruins Captian Zdeno Chara protects the puck from 
 Buffalo’s Sam Reinhart.

The Bruins stand their ground.

Bruins clear the puck out of their zone.

IN   MOTION
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by Richard Preiss

HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB

The Rumble in the Jungle
Ali Was No Dope on the Ropes

Boxing        Ringside
WITH BOBBY FRANKLIN 

On October 30, 1974, in the 20th of May Sta-
dium in Kinshasa, Zaire boxing history was 
made. Muhammad Ali became only the second 
man to regain the Heavyweight Championship 
of the World. That fact alone is enough to rate 
the Foreman-Ali fi ght high on the list of memo-
rable title fi ghts. But, there is more reason to 
look back on that match. It was also one of the 
biggest upsets in boxing history. Hardly anyone 
gave Ali a chance at beating the brute force of 
nature that was George Foreman. Foreman, the 
man whom had hit Joe Frazier so hard he sent 
him airborne. Foreman, who had completely 
and utterly destroyed Ken Norton in less than 
two rounds. In less than four rounds total, Big 
George had not only beaten the two men who had 
defeated Ali, he did so in a fashion that made him 
look super human.

Ali was not only an underdog when he stepped 
into the ring at four in the morning in Africa; 
there were many serious journalists and boxing 
people who actually feared he may be killed. This 
was not hyperbole, it was genuine concern. Many 
pleaded with him not to take the bout.

Ali staggers George.

Foreman paws at Ali.

Ali lands straight right on Foreman.

It is hard to believe forty-two years have 
passed since that night when I drove down to 
the Brockton High School gym to watch the fi ght 
on closed circuit TV. There was a gang of us who 
got together to watch what we surely thought 
was going to be Ali’s last fi ght. As people entered 
the venue, there was an atmosphere more akin 
to attending a funeral than a fi ght. But a funny 
thing happened on the way to the cemetery. As 
fi ght time grew nearer, a certain optimism for Ali 
started to take hold. People began remembering 
what the brash young Cassius Clay had done 
to the equally fearsome Sonny Liston ten years 
earlier. He had put monsters in their place before; 
he could do it again, couldn’t he?

When Ali entered the ring, he was the picture 
of confi dence. Big George, in an ill-advised stra-
tegic tactic, decided to make Ali wait for what 
must have been a half hour before making his 
entrance. In that time, Muhammad played to 
the crowd both in Zaire and on closed circuit TV 
around the world. He shadow boxed, loosened 
up, led the crowd in chants of “Ali, bomb ye!” (Ali, 
massacre him!) Ali was psyching himself up as 
much as the crowd. I could feel the confi dence 
in Ali spread throughout the crowd in Brockton 
as they sat and stood watching.

Finally, Big George came running towards the 
ring. He looked gigantic as he took off his robe. 
While the offi cial weights only showed George 
with a four-pound weight advantage, he looked 
huge next to Ali. The crowd now began to look 

worried again. Maybe the former champ was 
making a big mistake after all.

Now, my memory of the fi ght was of Foreman 
coming out strong and dominating the early 
rounds, while Ali lay against the ropes absorb-
ing severe punishment in order to let George tire 
himself out — at which point he, Muhammad, 
came on to stop the champ and regain the title.

I just watched a fi lm of the fi ght and that is 
not the way it happened. It has been some time 
since I have seen the match, and my memory, 
as often happens with great fi ghts, had taken 
on and accepted the narrative I just described.

Indeed, what really happened was Ali came 
out very fast and hurt George in the opening 
moments of the bout with a short right hand. 
Not bad enough to drop him, but he certainly got 
Foreman’s attention and let him know he was in 
for a fi ght. Foreman would come on towards the 
end of the round, but I gave the round to Ali.

In the second round, Foreman came on strong 
with hard body shots, but Ali continued to pep-
per him with short jabs and right hands. I don’t 
believe he threw a single hook and, by the end of 
the round, Foreman was beginning to show signs 
of swelling around his eyes and was breathing 
heavily. It was another Ali round. In fact, every 
round from here on out, with the possible excep-
tion of the fi fth when Muhammad took a break 
and stayed on the ropes, were Ali rounds. 

At the end of the fi fth Foreman looked hurt and 
unsteady. George was wild and his legs were be-
ginning to show heaviness in the fourth. He was 
getting very tired and his face was swelling up 
even more. In the fi fth, Ali remained on the ropes 
in order to let George use up the little strength he 
had left; Ali still staggered the champion at the 
end of the round. And while doing so, he winked 
at Jim Brown who was at ringside. Muhammad 
was in complete control.

In the sixth and seventh rounds, Ali was bril-
liant. He basically stayed with throwing just short 
rights and lefts inside of George’s wild swings. 
Ali wasn’t dancing, but he wasn’t standing still 
either. He was taking small steps and positioning 
himself just right for landing beautiful counter-
punches. He had Foreman’s rhythm down and it 
was just a matter of time. George was now paw-
ing with both gloves open in an effort to block 
Ali’s punches which seemed to be coming out 
of nowhere. Oddly enough, this tactic caused 
the most serious damage to Ali when one of 
Foreman’s thumbs caught him in the right eye.

When the bell rang for the seventh round, 
Foreman stepped forward a completely beaten 
fighter. Ali hit him with a combination that 
dropped him for the count, leaving him exhausted 
and helpless on the canvas.

Many of us look back on that fi ght and think 
of the tremendous punishment Ali took in 
breaking down George. But in reality, it was 
one of Ali’s most brilliantly fought bouts. He did 
not just stand and take punishment. He was 
moving and fi nding angles, he was using short, 
sharp punches as beautiful counters. He rolled 
with and slipped punches. He did take some 
hard body shots, but he did not get hit squarely 
in this fi ght. In this fi ght, more than any other, 
Ali relied on his scientifi c boxing skills. He was 
serious and focused like a laser. In reality, this 
may have been one of his easier fi ghts. I saw 
him winning every round. He went from sacrifi -
cial lamb to a professor giving a master class 
that night. I guess the best word to describe the 
Ali of that fi ght would be one he liked to use: 
Great!

In the long and challenging 
regular season of the National 
Basketball Association there 
will be nights like this.

Nights where things don’t go 
very well. Nights where fans, 
coaches, and players alike 
shake their heads and wonder 
what went wrong. Nights where 
preseason prognostications 
seem to be at extreme variance 
with what was just witnessed. 
Nights where all the goodness of 
the past seems to be forgotten 
in the rubble of the most recent 
reality.

Wasn’t it just a couple of 
weeks ago that two NBA beat 
writers from the New York 
Times, another from Sports Il-
lustrated, plus a third from the 
Herald picked the Celtics to 
make it all the way to the East-
ern Conference Finals in the 
spring of 2017, there to meet 
the defending NBA champs — 
the Cleveland Cavaliers — for 
the right to advance to the NBA 
Finals?

It sure was and it was right 
there in print (and online) in 
all those publications. But that 
was then and not the night 
of November 6th — when the 
 Celtics walked (or should we say 
sulked?) off the fl oor following a 
123-107 drubbing at the hands 
of the Denver Nuggets. Right 
there on Causeway Street before 
all the home fans, no less.

If a season has its peaks and 
valleys — and it most certainly 
does — then this was one of 
its deepest valleys, one that 
completely enveloped the team 
early on, leading to a depressing 
evening from which there was 
no escape.

Maybe what happened to 
the Nuggets the night before 
set the stage for a letdown by 
the Green. Denver, playing its 
fourth game of a fi ve game road 
trip, was absolutely fl attened by 
the Detroit Pistons, 103-86, in 
Michigan.

Detroit went up 8-0 to start 
the game, was ahead 29-12 
at the end of the fi rst quarter, 
and was never threatened. At 
the end of it all, Denver had 
to board a plane, fl y to Boston 
and face the Celtics the very 
next night.

The Celtics had three days 
of rest and should have been 
ready. They weren’t. But the 
Nuggets were ready to make 
amends for the evening before.

“I thought looking at video 
that this could be bad for us, 
“said Coach Brad Stevens in a 
post-game press conference as 
he refl ected on his pre-game 
preparation session.” I thought 
we played like a fi nesse team 
and they played physical. You 
saw that right out of the gate.”

Stevens noted that, “The team 
that got beat by Detroit — when 
Detroit was the tougher-minded 
team, when Detroit was the bet-
ter team, when Detroit was the 
more purposeful team — that 
team (that beaten one) came 
in here and completely fl ipped 
the script on us. We knew we 
were going to get their A-game. 
I told the guys before the game 
that we were going to take a real 
shot because they were going 
to be amped to play because 
they were embarrassed (in the 
Detroit game). They were em-
barrassed and that’s the way 
they played.”

Much like in arenas every-
where, some fans are fickle. 
Boos rained down as the Celtics 
left the court at halftime after 
yielding 77 points, including a 
very high 42 in the fi rst quarter 
alone. Additional booing fol-
lowed by the smaller number 
left at the game’s conclusion.

It was also a vivid demonstra-
tion of what can occur when 
an NBA team loses two of its 
fi ve starters. Both Jae Crowder 
and Al Horford were out with 
injuries. In addition, Kelly 
Olynyk was still recovering from 
offseason shoulder surgery (but 
could return any day).

The setback meant that the 
Celtics dropped into 29th place 
in the NBA’s defensive rank-
ings, just a whisker above the 
Knicks, who occupy last place 
in the category.

And there may be changes 
on the way — perhaps already 
put in place by the time you 
read this.

“What’s most disappointing 
to me is the lack of physical-
ity,” said a frustrated Stevens. 
“So whether it’s changing who 
plays, whether it’s creating new 
plays, whether it’s substituting 
differently — whatever the case 
may be — we just have to fi gure 
that out.”

Isaiah Thomas was even 
blunter in his assessment of 
the situation. “We’re not as 
good a team as we thought we 
were. When we don’t come out 
with a sense of urgency, we’re 
not a good team. At this point 
we’re all talk. That’s all we’re 
doing. Until we put it together 
in a 48-minute game and show 
what we can do on the defensive 
end, we’re not going to be a top 
defensive team.”

Although these were not kind 
words, there is a bright spot. 
These are early season short-
comings with plenty of time to 
address what needs to be fi xed. 
When Crowder, Horford and 
Olynyk return, improvement 
should follow.

After all, as Avery Bradley 
noted, the contest with the 
Nuggets took place only a half 
dozen games into the 82-game 
regular season. There are games 
every few days right up until the 
regular season fi nale against 
Milwaukee on April 12th.

“On some nights we’re com-
peting on the defensive end, 
but not doing it on a consis-
tent basis,” explained Bradley. 
“Video does not lie. We just need 
to fi x it. It (the game with the 
Nuggets) was only game six, so 
I’m happy that it is happening 
now so we can fi x it.”

The fi x had better come fairly 
soon, though, since the Celtics 
face one of their most talented 
opponents of the season when 
the Golden State Warriors hit 
the Hub for their lone appear-
ance in the Garden on Friday, 
November 18th.

Last year, the Cs lost a double 
overtime thriller to the Warriors 
at the Garden in December, 
but avenged the loss by beat-
ing Golden State on the road 
in April, ending the Warriors’ 
54-game home winning streak 
in the process.

It’s uncertain whether this 
early season Celtics team is up 
to the challenge, but stranger 
things have happened. We’ll 
just have to wait and see. 
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