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News Briefs
by Sal Giarratani

Nunes Heads Up Trump Media

U.S. Rep. Devin Nunes will be leaving Congress at the
end of this month to head up Trump’s new social media
company. Trump Media & Technology Group.
Trump described Nunes in a statement as “a fighter
and a leader” who “will make an excellent CEO of
TMTG.”
“Devin understands that we must stop the liberal
media and Big Tech from destroying the freedoms that
make America great,” the 45th president added.

USA in Diplomatic Olympic Boycott

The Biden Administration has announced a diplomatic boycott of the February Beijing Winter Olympics
over what the White House deemed China’s “egregious
human rights abuse and atrocities.”
This means that no U.S. officials will attend any
events, but American athletes will be able to compete
in competition at the February 4-20 Olympics

Dole to Lie in State at Capitol

Former U.S. Sen. Bob Dole’s will lie in state at the U.S.
Capitol on December 9th as congressional leaders honor
the former presidential candidate, WWII veteran, and
36 years serving in Congress as both a representative
and U.S. Senator.
A state funeral will be held at the Washington National
Cathedral on December 10th. Dole passed away at 98
years old this past Sunday. His body will be transported
to his home state of Kansas on Saturday morning.

End Quote

“Bob Dole was a true American hero. He wasn’t just
about the talk but the walk. He put his life on the line
for America during WWII. He never let his wartime injury
stop him from continuing to fight for America his entire
life. Dole served his country well in war and in peace.
Always a voice and vote for American liberty.
— Sal G.
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MBTAWinter Service Changes
in Effect on December 19, 2021
Changes aimed at preserving
access and quality of service
for transit-critical communities,
providing service for returning
riders, and supporting new
travel patterns.
The MBTA announced that
upcoming winter service
schedules will take effect on
Sunday, December 19, 2021.
Changes to Mattapan Line and
bus schedules will be made
as the MBTA and other public
transit agencies face a national
workforce shortage in the ranks
of bus and train operators. With
employee attrition outpacing
new hires, the T will implement
schedule adjustments that
reflect the level of services
currently being delivered.
To counter the broader workforce shortage being experienced at the MBTA and across
other transit agencies, the T has
launched an aggressive recruitment campaign to attract candidates to a career at the MBTA.

The winter schedule seeks
to preserve access to transitcritical communities with a
special focus on maintaining
service levels on routes with
durable ridership, provide
sufficient levels of service to
returning riders like those
returning to in-person school
or work, and support new
and changing travel patterns
and behaviors. These changes
are also aimed at accelerating
service adjustments so that the
MBTA can increase service as
ridership increases, optimize
service with the limited
resources currently available,
and provide the MBTA with the
flexibility to make additional
changes based on information
observed and analyzed this
winter.
The MBTA’s Service Planning
Team will hold a virtual public
meeting on Wednesday,
December 8, 2021, to outline
these changes in detail, and to

allow the public to ask questions
and provide input. For full and
complete listing of all upcoming
service changes, please visit
mbta.com/servicechanges.
“Like other transit systems
across the country, the MBTA
is experiencing significant
challenges in attracting the
workforce needed to meet
demands for service,” said MBTA
General Manager Steve Poftak.
“These service changes are not
a cost-control measure. The
MBTA is budgeted for a full level
of service, and ready to add back
services when we have hired
and trained new bus and train
operators. We have teams at the
MBTA working to streamline the
hiring process and attract new
employees, and I encourage all
prospective candidates to visit
mbta.com/apply to learn more
about the many benefits that
come with a career at the T.”
(Continued on Page 8)
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Stirpe
Nostra

by Prof. Edmund Turiello

A weekly column highlighting some
of the more interesting aspects of our
ancestry...our lineage...our roots.

THE ROMAN AMPHITHEATERS

The Roman Theater was
adapted from the Greeks and
was built in a half round or semicircular plan. The amphitheater
was exclusively a Roman development. Usually oval in plan,
it was built in just about every
important Roman settlement in
the empire. There were amphitheaters at Verona, Pompeii,
Pozzuoli, Pola, Nimes, Arles,
and El Djem (near Carthage).
The Colosseum is one of the
grandest ruins of Ancient Rome.
It was built by the Flavian
Emperors and is properly called
the “Flavian Amphitheater.”
Construction was started by
Vespasian in 70 A.D., then
opened and dedicated by Titus
in 80 A.D. with an inauguration
that lasted 100 days. During this
time, about 5,000 wild animals
and many gladiators were killed.
The structure was finally completed by Domitian in 82 A.D.
The building is about 600
feet long, 500 feet wide and 160
feet high and covers six acres.
The central combat area was
called the Arena and got its
name from the Latin because
of the sand that was spread to
absorb the blood of the humans
and animals. The air was kept
fresh smelling by spraying of
perfumes or spreading costly
powders around the building.
There was seating capacity for
50,000 spectators and standing
room for 30,000 more. There
were 80 arcaded openings in
the exterior walls at each of the
first, second, and third story
levels. These arched openings
were the entrances on the first

level, but containing beautiful
statues on the two upper floors.
A total of 160 statues were displayed in the upper facade.
Seating priority was strictly
by social class and all seats
and tickets were numbered.
The present day system of
numbered tickets and seats in
places of amusement seems to
have begun here. The emperor’s
ringside platform or box contained the imperial throne,
seats for the Vestal Virgins,
Senators, Praetors, and other
government officials. The lowest range of regular seats was
reserved for the noble and the
wealthy, while the second range
was reserved for the middle
class. The third range was for
poor people, and the last, most
upper range was for unescorted
women.
A skillful arrangement of
corridors, stairways, ramps,
and walls made it possible
for each class of spectator to
reach its own seating area or
to exit without coming in contact with its social inferiors.
The 80-arcaded exits were also
referred to as “vomitoria” which
made it possible for the spectators to flow right out after the
performances. A full Colosseum
could be emptied in less than
ten minutes. Most research
material makes no mention of
toilets in these places of huge
public assembly ... I wonder if
this was a contributing factor in
the speed of exit.
NEXT ISSUE:
The Roman Colosseum

Return to Boston Harbor This New Year’s Eve
Friends of Christopher Columbus Park and Boston Harbor Now
Announce the Return of the Fireworks Celebration for the First Time Since 2020
Friends of Christopher Columbus Park and
Boston Harbor Now have announced this year’s
New Year’s Eve Midnight Fireworks celebration is back, taking place over the inner Boston
Harbor between the North End and East Boston
neighborhoods of the city. The nearly 40-year
tradition returns to Boston Harbor made possible
through generous support from local businesses,
waterfront organizations, and the City of Boston.
As part of the First Night celebration, visitors
are invited to explore the waterfront, complete
with ice sculptures on display in East Boston,
Charlestown, Downtown, and the Seaport. As
the year draws to a close, Boston Harbor Now,
the Friends of Christopher Columbus Park,
and others will ring in the New Year with a fireworks display that begins promptly at midnight.
Public viewing is free and available along the
Harborwalk at Fan Pier, Christopher Columbus
Park, and the East Boston waterfront.
“I’m thrilled for Boston to ring in the New
Year with the return of midnight fireworks over
the harbor! Thank you to all of our partners
for bringing back this tradition for everyone to
enjoy together, creating a delightful start to 2022
for residents, visitors, and all spectators at the
waterfront,” said Mayor Michelle Wu.
“Friends of Christopher Columbus Park was
elated to lead the effort to bring New Year’s
Eve fireworks back to the harbor,” said Joanne

Hayes-Rines, FOCCP President. “The fireworks
positively impact businesses in the neighborhood
and beyond, bringing community and celebration
to the area.”
“Thanks to the tireless efforts of the Friends
of Christopher Columbus Park, New Year’s Eve
midnight fireworks over the harbor will resume
to kick off the start of 2022,” said Kathy Abbott,
President and CEO of Boston Harbor Now, “We’re
thrilled to bring back the tradition of welcoming
people of all ages to the waterfront to celebrate
the promise of the New Year.”
About FOCCP: The Friends of Christopher
Columbus Park (FOCCP) is an all-volunteer,
non-profit organization made up of North End
and Waterfront neighbors and businesses working together for the Gem of the North End and
Waterfront: Christopher Columbus Park. The
FOCCP works closely with the City of Boston
Parks and Recreation Department to keep the
park clean and well maintained.
About Boston Harbor Now: Boston Harbor
Now plans, advocates, and activates a harbor
that is environmentally healthy, belongs to all,
is resilient to climate change, and fosters economic opportunity. Boston Harbor Now envisions
a thriving harbor, waterfront, and islands that
contribute to our social, economic, and environmental health and well-being, and are welcoming
and accessible to everyone

DND Income Restricted Rental Opportunity
41 North Margin Street, North End, Boston, MA 02113

SENIOR RENTAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY
ϮϯīŽƌĚĂďůĞZĞŶƚĂůhŶŝƚƐ
# of
Units

# of
bedrooms

Estimated
Square Feet

3*

Studio

464

6

Studio

1

Rent

Maximum
Income
Limit

# built out for
mobility
impairments

# built out for
Deaf/hard of
hearing

30% of Household
Income

30% AMI

1

1

459

30% of Household
Income

60% AMI

-

-

Studio

459

$1,232

60% AMI

-

-

3*

1-Bedroom

575

30% of Household
Income

30% AMI

2

-

10

1-Bedroom

536

$1,320

60% AMI

-

-

*Three (3) Homeless Set-aside units (One Studio, Two 1-BR) will be ǫlled through direct referral from
HomeStart. For more information please contact us at the email address or phone number below. For direct
referrals, please visit https://www.homestart.org/bostonhsa.
Minimum Incomes
(set by owner + based on the number of bedrooms
and the percent of Area Median Income (AMI))

Maximum Incomes
(set by DND + based on the household size and the
percent of Area the Median Income (AMI))

# of
bedrooms

Minimum
Income
30% AMI

Minimum
Income
60% AMI

Household
size

Maximum
Income
30% AMI

Maximum
Income
60% AMI

ĻŀÏóē

$0

$37,900

1

$28,200

$56,400

ɽʵÓÏįēēċ

$0

$39,600

2

$32,200

$64,440

Minimum incomes do not apply to households with housing assistance (Section 8, MRVP, VASH) or for
the units in this development that include a project-based housing assistance voucher.
Applications are available during the application period from November 15, 2021- December 24, 2021
For an online application or to have one sent by email visit https://bit.ly/41northmargin or call (617) 567-7755

After careful consideration and an abundance of caution, the City of Boston has decided to cancel
the in-person application distribution period. If you cannot complete the application online,
please call us at (617) 567-7755, to request that we mail you one and to ask us for any support or
guidance you might need to complete the application.
We will be holding 2 virtual informational meetings through Zoom

November 18, 2021, 6:00 PM
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'VOFSBM%JSFDUPS
%JOP$.BODB

December 2, 2021, 6:00 PM
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DEADLINE: Applications must be submitted online or postmarked no later than December 24, 2021

.

Mail to: Metro Management, 201 Sumner Street, East Boston, MA 02128
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The opinions expressed by our columnists and contributors are not necessarily
the same as those of The Post-Gazette, its publisher or editor. Photo submissions are accepted by the Post-Gazette provided they are clear, original photos.
There is a $5 charge for each photo submitted. Photos can be submitted via
e-mail: postgazette@aol.com. If you want your photos returned, include a selfaddressed, stamped envelope.

Ɣ
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Ɣ
Ɣ

One member of the household must be at least 62 years of age at the time of lease signing
Selection by Lottery.
Asset & Use Restrictions apply.
Preferences Apply.

&ŽƌŵŽƌĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞĂƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ͕ŽƌƌĞĂƐŽŶĂďůĞĂĐĐŽŵŵŽĚĂƟŽŶƐĨŽƌƉĞƌƐŽŶƐǁŝƚŚĚŝƐĂďŝůŝƟĞƐ
please call (617) 567-7755 or email NMARGIN@EBCDC.COM
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OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey
them: To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of
civic duty: In all ways to aid in making this country greater
and better than we found it.

In Loving Memory of

Louis J. “Fudgy” Capodilupo, Jr.
December 15, 2011
10th Anniversary

A Bridge Called Love
It takes us back to brighter years, to
happier sunlit days and to precious
moments that will be with us always.
And these fond recollections are
treasured in the heart to bring us
always close to those from whom
we had to part. There is a bridge of
memories from earth to Heaven
above ... it keeps our dear ones near
us. It’s the bridge that we call love.

Love,
Stephen and Carol and Murray

In Loving Memory of

John B. Coyne
15th Anniversary
December 12, 2006 – December 12, 2021

May the winds of heaven blow softly
And whisper in your ear
How much we love and miss you
And wish that you were here
Always in our hearts
Your loving family
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ANTHONY D’AMBROSIO

Tours District To Support Small Businesses
D’Ambrosio took part in Small
Business Saturday and is continuing tour across district to call
attention to businesses that have
been impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic
Anthony D’Ambrosio, Candidate for State Senate, visited
various stores throughout the 1st
Suffolk and Middlesex District
recently as the holiday season
officially kicked off.
Shopping at small businesses
throughout our district is critical
to our economy, especially as
many of them continue to face uncertainty from
the COVID-19 pandemic. These businesses are
the ones we turn to to support our community.
From youth sports sponsorships to donations for
families in need, they are the backbone of our local
economy and the souls of our community.
While mega-monopolies like Amazon have
thrived during COVID-19 and increased their value
by tens of billions of dollars, the small businesses
we support throughout our community continue
to struggle. Unfortunately, yet predictably, Beacon
Hill has failed these businesses, the owners and
employees. As we speak, legislators have gone
home for the year with no chance of passing legislation to spend the influx of funding that has been
received from the Federal Government.
This recent headline from the Boston Globe
says it all:
An epic failure on Beacon Hill
Lawmakers dawdled over ARPA funds, delaying
economic relief to millions of their constituents.
An epic failure it is. It is unconscionable that this
critical funding could be left languishing by politicians who haven’t missed a paycheck, had to worry

about food insecurity, the closing
of their business or the loss of life
savings while struggling to make
it through. While many of these
same politicians will take part in
Small Business Saturday with a
photo op, they have failed their
constituents who are in desperate need of help.
We have to ask ourselves,
“How is it possible that Beacon
Hill has somehow become more
broken that Washington D.C.?”
We can and must do better.
I come from a family of small
business owners and have witnessed the endless generosity of many others in my role as a
Revere School Committee member. I will never
forget them as a State Senator.
I ask you to join me as we fight for a Beacon
Hill that works for EVERYONE!
About Anthony: Anthony D’Ambrosio is
a graduate of Yale and Cambridge Universities. He is currently a member of the Revere
School Committee where he led the creation of
a districtwide Equity Advisory Board; led the
implementation of a districtwide mental health
audit with enhanced services for students; and
fought for union and labor rights.
He has managed a 3,500-person nonprofit
organization that provided community-based
services ranging from early childhood education to homelessness relief; taught public
school classes on disability and mental health
issues related to social media and academic
performance.
Professionally, he has advised on the technology sector and growth strategies for some of the
world’s most innovative technology companies.

ABCD Toy Drive Calls Out for Support
to Bring Holiday Joy to Children in Low-Income Families
Parents’ Requests Far Outpacing Donations
Children, Adults Also Need Warm Clothing, Food, Heating Aid;
Fuel Assistance Available to Combat High Energy Costs
Requests for toys from lowincome, disadvantaged families
in Boston and towns served
in the Mystic Valley area are
pouring in at an unprecedented
rate to the ABCD Holiday Toy
Drive. ABCD (Action for Boston
Community Development) calls
on friends and supporters to
put a smile on a child’s face this
holiday season — it’s needed
more than ever!
Each holiday season, ABCD
staff, board members, and corporate and community partners
join together to collect donations of toys, clothing, and gift
cards. ABCD generally distributes more than 6,000 toys to
children in need. To meet this
year’s high demand, individual,
corporate, and in-kind donations are desperately needed!
ABCD asks for new unwrapped
toys for children from birth to
12 years old. To donate toys,
please fill out the form at bostonabcd.org/toy-drive and
someone will be in touch to
arrange for drop-off and other
logistics. You can also bring
toys to the ABCD Dorchester
Neighborhood Service
Center, 110 Claybourne St.,
Dorchester. Toys must be
received by December 15th.
Monetary donations can be
made by visiting: bostonabcd.
org/donate, calling the ABCD
GIVE LINE at 617-348-6559
or emailing give@bostonabcd.
org.
KEEPING FAMILIES WARM
Those families unable to purchase toys for their children are
also struggling to stay warm in
their homes and outdoors and
dealing with food insecurity.

Donations for help with soaring
heating and food costs as well
as warm coats, gloves, scarves,
boots and blankets/comforters
are also desperately needed as
frigid winter weather arrives.
Help those in need stay warm
and put meals on their tables
at give@bostonabcd.org or
617-348-6559. Families and
seniors living in Greater Boston
and needing help with heating
costs can call 617-357-6012.
Mystic Valley area residents
can call 781-322-6284. Go
to bostonabcd.org/heat for
more information. First-time
fuel assistance applicants can
submit an online application
at toapply.org/MassLIHEAP.
ADDITIONAL WAYS THAT
SUPPORTERS CAN STEP UP
TO MEET THE NEED
• Host a party to raise money
or gifts;
• Coordinate a corporate
holiday wish list with a group of
children from one of our neighborhood centers;
• Set up a toy collection box
at your office.
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
“This year people need
help more than ever,” ABCD
President/CEO John J. Drew
said. “Job loss from the pandemic and soaring costs for fuel,
food and other necessities have
left many families struggling
to survive. The lifeline of federal unemployment assistance
has ended. Parents are hardpressed to buy needed food,
medicine and clothing. Holiday
presents are often beyond their
reach. Please help out during
this season of giving. Seeing
their children experience joy

during the holidays gives parents hope for the future.”
The ABCD Holiday Toy Drive
is part of the ABCD Winter Fund
Campaign. This is a multi-faceted effort to help ensure that
low-income residents in Boston
and the Mystic Valley area
stay safe and warm during the
holiday season and throughout the bitter New England
winter through fuel assistance,
housing aid, provision of warm
coats and clothing and more.
Currently staff and volunteers
at ABCD neighborhood centers
are flooded with requests for
help from hardworking, disadvantaged families, disabled
persons, elderly residents and
thousands of homeless and
near-homeless people. Go to
bostonabcd.org/winterfund
for more information.
ABOUT ABCD
A nonprofit human services
community action organization,
ABCD provides low-income residents in the Boston and Mystic
Valley areas with the tools, support and resources they need to
transition from poverty to stability and from stability to success.
Each year, we’ve served more
than 100,000 individuals, elders
and families through a broad
range of innovative initiatives
as well as long-established,
proven programs and services.
For more than 50 years, ABCD
has been deeply rooted in every
neighborhood and community
served, empowering individuals and families and supporting
them in their quest to live with
dignity and achieve their highest
potential. For more, please visit
bostonabcd.org.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore
A Season of Many Lights
by Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz

Is there a Christmas symbol
more powerful and life-affirming
than the light? Everywhere I
turn this season, different lights
glow in the air around me, each
providing a distinctive sensation
of the holiday season. When
I see the multicolored lights
strung around the bushes surrounding the confection shop
near my home, playfully blinking at me with their bright hues
of red and green and blue, I am
filled with a childlike zest for
Christmas. These lights remind
me of old-fashioned toys and
candy canes, chocolate treats
and wrapping paper. The golden
lights that drip off ceilings are
more elegant, reminiscent of a
candle’s warm heart and the
generosity that accompanies
the holidays. After all, a candle
glowing in the window has long
been a sign of hospitality and
welcome. Meanwhile, the icy
blue lights that adorn trees
in some town squares remind
me of quiet and snowy winter evenings, as sparkling as
Elsa’s palace in Frozen. Indeed,
lights do form a significant
aspect of the Christmas season,
serving both a religious and
symbolic purpose. Religiously,
these candles signify the light
Jesus brought upon the world
at His birth on Christmas.
Symbolically, the lights brighten
the darkest nights of the year
and celebrate the return of the
sun after the winter solstice.
Two holidays which occur during this time, St. Lucy’s Day
and Hanukkah, incorporate
lights as central features of their
celebrations, spreading warmth
and cheer into the chilly winter
air.
St. Lucy’s Day, one of my
favorite feasts, occurs on
December 13th. Known as la
Festa di Santa Lucia in Italian,
this holiday honors a fourthcentury martyr from Syracuse,
Sicily. Italians celebrate St.
Lucy in varying ways depending

on the region. According to a
Sicilian legend, St. Lucy once
alleviated a famine by sending
in ships bearing wheat into the
port of Syracuse. To commemorate this event, some Sicilians
prepare cuccía, or a porridge of
boiled wheat berries that can be
served with honey and ricotta,
on the feast day. In the northern
areas of Italy, such as Veneto
and Friuli, St. Lucy serves as
a gift-bringer. She distributes
small gifts to children on the
eve of her festival, accompanied by her donkey and by her
assistant Castaldo. The name
Lucia stems from the same Latin
root as the word light, making
her the perfect saint for festivities which take place on one of
the darkest nights of the year.
Before the calendar reform,
December 13th was the winter
solstice, a vestige which remains
in the Italian proverb Santa
Lucia, il giorno piú corto che ci sia
(“St. Lucy’s Day is the shortest
day there is”). Her association
with light also explains why
St. Lucy is such a popular saint
in the Scandinavian countries,
where winter darkness can last
for the better part of the day.
Candlelit St. Lucy’s Day procession occur along the streets
of major Scandinavian cities,
featuring lots of girls dressed
like St. Lucy and boys wearing
gingerbread men costumes,
or conical hats decorated with
stars. On the feast of St. Lucy,
a daughter in the family wakes
up early and dresses in a white
robe and a red sash. Sporting
a wreath of electric candles on
her head, she greets the family
at breakfast by serving them
hot chocolate and lussekatter,
or raisin buns spiced with saffron, which infuses a cheerful
yellow shade. On St. Lucy’s
Day, I honor the light breaking
through the darkness by baking
sweet potato biscuits, which
emerge warm from the oven with
a beautiful sunny glow.

ĞůĞďƌĂƟŶŐŽǀĞƌϲϬǇĞĂƌƐƐĞƌǀŝŶŐƚŚĞŽƐƚŽŶĂƌĞĂ
Dr. Ralph and Michael Ficociello ďĞŐĂŶ ƚŚĞŝƌ ĚĞŶƚĂů ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ͕
ŝŶ ϭϵϱϴ͕ in their hometown at 102 Prince Street in the North
ŶĚ ŽĨ ŽƐƚŽŶ͘ /Ŷ ϭϵϳϯ͕ ƚŚĞ ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ ǁĂƐ ŵŽǀĞĚ ƚŽ ϭ ƵůůĮŶĐŚ
WůĂĐĞ͘ ŌĞƌ ƌ͘ ZĂůƉŚ ƌĞƟƌĞĚ ŝŶ ϭϵϵϰ͕ ƌ͘ DŝĐŚĂĞů ŵŽǀĞĚ ƚŚĞ
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Hanukkah, a Jewish holiday
which began on November 28th
this year and ended on December 6th, also incorporates light
into its festivities. Hanukkah
celebrates the over two thousand-year-old victory of a Jewish
patriotic group known as the
Maccabees over the Seleucid
Army, which wanted to impose
Greek culture and religion on
the Jews. When the Holy Temple
in Jerusalem was rededicated
during the revolt, there was
only a small supply of oil to
light the sacred menorah, or
candelabra, in the Temple.
Miraculously, however, the oil
lasted for eight days, which
forms the basis of Hanukkah
as an eight-day celebration.
Families honor the miracle of
the oil by lighting one candle
on their own menorahs every
night of Hanukkah. Fried food
is traditional for Hanukkah
because it also commemorates
the oil that illuminated the
Temple’s menorah. These foods
can include latkes, which are
potato pancakes, and sufganiyot, a jelly-filled donut. Italy
is home to a number of old
Jewish communities in cities like Rome and Venice, and
there Hanukkah is celebrated
with beloved traditions and
specialty foods. One such food
is precipizi, or deep-fried dough
balls coated with honey. Golden
and warm, the precipizi look
like miniature suns, reaffirming the motif of light breaking
through the darkness. Italian
Jews also popularized frying
vegetables, and as such fried
artichoke remains a popular
Italian Hanukkah dish. I grew
up in a town with a large Jewish
population, and holiday parties
in my elementary school always
featured a blend of Christmas
and Hanukkah festivities. I
remember playing dreidel, a
game involving a spinning top
and a pile of prizes, with my
classmates and accumulating
delicious gelt (chocolate coins)
wrapped in golden foil, and topping latkes with sour cream and
applesauce. It was wonderful to
have two great holidays bring
my town close together during
the dark of winter.
As the winter solstice
approaches, the nights get progressively darker, casting a gray
gloom earlier and earlier into
the afternoon. For this reason,
holiday lights play a powerful
and heartfelt role in many winter
celebrations. Candles illuminate
the nights across the world,
whether they spring from the
crown of a girl dressed as St.
Lucy or from a Hanukkah menorah being lit by a family. It is easy
to get bogged in a metaphorical
darkness this time of year — not
just because of the early sunsets, but because of the stress
and depression that sometimes
accompany the holiday season.
During moments like this, it is
important to pay attention to
the symbolic lights in our life:
family and friends, nourishing
food, personal strength, acts
of kindness. When we dwell on
these aspects, rather than let the
darkness get the best of us, we
will see that our inner light can
outshine anything.
Ally Di Censo Symynkywicz
is a high school history teacher.
She appreciates any comments
and suggestions about Italian
holidays and folklore at
adicenso89@gmail.com.

THINKING
OUT LOUD
by Sal Giarratani

Latinos Reject “Latinx”
The increasing usage of the word “Latinx” bothers me. Democrats
started recently using it to explain the Latin vote. Somehow, liberal
Democrats got fixated on the word Latino and I assumed it had to
do with the masculinity of the word itself. What about the Latinas?
As if female Latinos felt slighted by the vowel O. Did liberals even
ask them? It doesn’t really matter what Latinos or Latinas think,
it only matters what those trying to control the narrative think.
I grew up with Latino cousins who were born and raised in Rio
Piedras, Puerto Rico. Their father and my mother were siblings
from Charlestown. To me they were my “Irish” cousins. However,
actually we were all just family members regardless of ethnicity.
Most of us don’t spend time wondering about how to describe
ourselves to others. I tell people who I am and they can take my
information and process it as they wish. I use to joke about having
Puerto Rican Irish cousins and they knew they could joke about
having Italian-Irish cousins, too.
Did you know I found out that only 2 percent of registered voters of Hispanic, Latina, or Latino origin actually said they were
“Latinx and a majority of them polled said they were offended by
the term “Latinx.”
Obviously, Democrats think that the term LATINX makes sense to
them and who cares how Latinos actually think about themselves.
Polls have shown, Latinas and Latinos want little to do with anyone
or group that thinks the X marks the spot for them. It doesn’t.
As far as I am concerned the term “Latinx” is condescending,
a word used by outsiders to pigeonhole what might be seen as a
voting bloc. Never mind identifying with real people with Hispanic
roots. Put them all in easy categories.
I can’t believe that the word “Latinx’ is now in the MerriamWebster Dictionary as a real word when it isn’t. Talk about political
correctness run amok.
A 2019 Pew Research poll shows the word “Latinx” quite unpopular among a vast majority of Hispanic Americans or that only less
than 3 percent of them even want to use the word itself.
Bottom line here seems to be those pushing the word “Latinx” are
merely cool liberal progressives who think their Spanish-speaking
friends like the sound of “Latinx” because maybe it sounds like a
matrix. Or it could just be another example of George Orwell’s newspeak. Words are after all what we want them to mean, right? Also,
remember the temperature that paper burns at is 451 Fahrenheit.
“Latinx” could it simply be another “Diaspora” ploy?

Richard Settipane
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Introducing a new book by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari,
lifelong residents of the North End, entitled:

Four Women “Quattro Donne”
subtitle,

A North End Love Story

In the next few weeks this column will feature excerpts from this book.
CHAPTER 65
Pre-Meeting
(continued)
“You’re all here,” she exclaimed, as she walked
through the door. “Angie sit down.” Grandma,
beckoned with a wave of her hand, to join them
at the small table in the alcove, created by the
bow front window, overlooking North Square.
“We’re having taralli and espresso.”
“She always serves those rocks. Why can’t we
have English muffins?” Auntie Stella complained.
Auntie Angie came back with the standard reply:
“Stella, you’re supposed to dunk them. You say
that all the time. Why make Mama nervous?”
Mom had enough. “Forget the taralli and coffee.
We’re here to talk about Pietro and Carla, Father
Francesco, and the Riccis.” Auntie Stella, having
to get in the last word, sent out one more wise
crack, “Go ahead, eat those rocks and you can
forget about the toilet for a week.” With that,
Grandma shouted out, “Stella, forget the taralli,
we got to talk about the meeting.” A momentary
silence fell over the table. Grandma then nodded to Auntie Angie, signaling it was her time to
speak, she being the oldest daughter. “Ma, I think
we should listen to what Father Francesco has
to say. He’s a wise and learned man and knows
Pietro has to enter the seminary this September.”
Before Auntie Angie could say another word,
Mom spoke up, “Angie, the Riccis are going to
be there, and who knows what they will do when
they see Pietro and Carla together. They have
been together for two days. You know what they’ll
be thinking. Who knows what the brothers and
that old man will do?” Grandma then implored
the Madonna. Raising her hands in the air, she
quickly offered a prayer, “Mother of God, please
help us.” She then turned to Auntie Angie and
asked, “Angie, what are we going to do if they
become violent?” “Ma, we will be in the rectory
with Father Francesco. They won’t do anything.
We know Pietro has been a gentleman, Carla
will be fine.
It was 10:15 and the four women had 45 minutes to prepare themselves and Father Francesco
for the meeting about to take place. Auntie Stella
walked to the bedroom and brought out a little
black straw hat for Grandma to wear to the
meeting. “Ma, I brought you your hat, the one
that you always wear to church.” “Stella, we’re
not going to the church, we’re going to the rectory. Bring me the hat that is on my bureau.”
Auntie Stella went back to Grandma’s room, in

a minute emerged with another black straw hat,
almost identical to the first. “Ma, why do you
make me do this extra work? The two hats look
alike.” “No, Stella, one hat has a black veil for
church, the other hat has no veil for visiting.”
Auntie Stella was “fit to be tied.” Handing the
hat without the veil to Grandma, she responded,
“What difference does it make? The hats are the
same.” Without saying a word, Grandma placed
the hat on her head and fastened it with a large
hat pin, the one with the pearl at the end, while
never taking her eyes off Auntie Stella. “Now,
Stella, I’m ready to see Padre Francesco.” Never
one to let an opportunity go by, she decided to
turn the knife a little. “Stella, put a few taralli in
a bag, we will take them to Padre Francesco. He
likes my rocks.” Auntie Stella gave Grandma one
of her twisted little smiles, knowing Grandma had
the last word. Placing three taralli in a bag, she
handed the bag to Grandma and responded, “You
carry the rocks.” With that, the four women left
for their meeting with Father Francesco.

Four Women “Quattro Donne” A North End Love Story, is available at R. Del Gaudio Gift Shop,
17 North Square North End (617-227-5915), adjoining Paul Revere House; Post-Gazette; Saint Francis
Book Store and Gift Shop at Saint Leonard Peace Garden; lulu.com; molinaridesign.net; Amazon.com;
and Barnes and Noble.com. Bookshop.org; Barbara’s Bestsellers, South Station (857-263-8737);
Greetings from Boston, Faneuil Hall.

For the first time, The West End
Museum will be hosting a holiday
pop-up shop featuring crafts and
food from local vendors.
The event will be held on
Saturday, December 11th, from
2:00-6:00 p.m. at The WEM and
will feature local entrepreneurs
and crafts people. Vendors
include: Sandra Dudek, local
illustrator; Mei Mei, specialty
dumplings; Sweet Treats by Maria
Rose; Wildflower Apothecary,
beauty products; Salt Circles and
Square Knots, macramé products;
and Sky Candles.
We are excited to add to the
cheer of the holiday season by
hosting this inaugural.
The West End Museum is
located at 150 Staniford Street,
Lomasney Way, Suite 7, Boston,
MA 02114
For more information, please visit
thewestendmuseum.org

The Italian Broadway
Christmas Show
Special Guest: Tony Award Winner Debbie Gravitte
The hit music &
comedy holiday concert “The Italian
Broadway Christmas
Show” is coming to The
Ridgefield Playhouse on
Wednesday, December
15th! Kick off the holidays
with world-renowned
jazz/pop vocalist, songwriter, entertainer and
Carnegie Hall headliner
Anthony Nunziata as
he serenades and transports you with his soaring tenor voice singing
timeless songs from
the Italian, Broadway
and Holiday repertoires. Brooklyn-born
and now Nashvillebased Nunziata is dubbed
“America’s new romantic singing sensation” and is often
compared to the stylings of
Michael Bublé, Andrea Bocelli
and Michael Bolton. Expect to
hear his soul-stirring renditions of “O Holy Night,” “O Sole
Mio,” “Somewhere,” “Funniculi,
Funnicula,” “The Christmas
Song,” and other classics. The
evening kicks off with comedian Kevin Bartini who is
widely known for his infectious energy and lightning fast
wit that keeps his audiences
reeling with laughter. Bartini
was discovered by Jon Stewart
who hired him to warm up his
audiences at The Daily Show

DIAMONDS
ROLEX

and The Colbert Report. He’s
become one of the most sought
after touring comedians and
audience warm-up comics in
television. Very special guest
will be Tony-Award Winner
Winner Debbie Gravitte.
Following the concert, a special virtual toy drive will be
set up benefiting Maria Fareri
Children’s Hospital. “The
Italian Broadway Christmas
Show!” is here for one-nightonly so get your tickets before
it’s too late.
The Ridgefield Playhouse
is located at 80 East Ridge,
Ridgefield, CT .
For further info and upcoming
events, please visit ridgefieldplayhouse.org

IRS Problems?
We Can Help.....

Bought & Sold
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Jewelers Exch. Bldg.

Call 617.504.7009

ESTATE JEWELRY

Jim (617) 263-7766

Peter DeBilio EA
www.federaltaxproblems.com
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Mrs. Murphy . . . As I See It
Christmas is upon
us. Tis the season
to be jolly. But
who can be jolly
with Joe Biden as president?!!!
... How many East Boston
residents will shop their home
town? ... Taking a stroll back
on memory lane, back to the
forties, fifties, and sixties.. East
Boston was flourishing with
successful businesses. Many
women didn’t have a driver’s
license, there were no malls,
but a variety of shopping places
in your home town. Eastie was
the place to shop. Meridian
Street was aglow on Christmas
with the Five and Ten Cent
Store that had a soda fountain
and lunch counter. Kids could
buy Christmas presents for
under a dollar. There was the
popular Jack Fine’s Department
Store, Arkins, Ladinskies,
Tello’s Dress Shop, Danbergs,
Bell Shops, Stephen’s Dress
Shop, Anne’s Boutique all
thriving. On Bennington Street
there was Pericola’s Gift shop
and Lacy’s Department Store.
There were also small boutiques
on Meridian and Bennington
streets. Shopping was plentiful.
The streets were clean, you
would always notice a man or
woman sweeping the sidewalk
in front of their residence or
business. Drugs were barely
heard of. Of course, they existed
in some back alley, but for the
most part it wasn’t the center
of conversation. Santa Claus
always found his way down
your chimney to bring you some
trinket, candy, or fruit. If you
strolled down to Day Square,
there would be Spinelli’s
Ravioli and Pastry Shop where
Italians bought their Ravioli’s
and delicious Italian pastry
for Christmas. What do we

have today??? New Housing
Development throughout the
city with no room to breathe.
Several liquor stores and a
very limited choice of shopping.
If it wasn’t for Liberty Plaza,
Eastie’s economy would be
down the drain. Oh, of course,
there are stores scattered
about, mostly restaurants.
Like everything else, the Eastie
of yesteryear is gone forever!!!
... It’s all over the news Governor Charlie Baker will not seek
re-election. I guess COVID19 was too much for him to
handle. Hope it’s not true that
Marty Walsh will leave his post
as Labor Secretary to run for
governor of Massachusetts
UGH!!! ... The Federal Reserve
reported that many parts of
the country were hit by supply
chain disruptions and labor
shortages in November. These
problems have continued into
December, with price increases
reported to be widespread
across the U.S. economy —
empty shelves aren’t the only
issue for Americans … Now we
have to worry about Omicron
here in this country from Africa
… What’s the big deal that
Trump tested positive, he’s
only human?!!! ... A new study
showed a dramatic decline
in effectiveness of all three
COVID-19 vaccines over time,
while another study finds
that most COVID-19 boosters
strengthen immunity, but there
is no winning shot! Who and
what can you believe??? ...
Playing at the Regent Theatre in
Arlington, My Mother’s Italian,
My Father’s Jewish I’m Home
for the Holidays, now through
Sunday, December 19th, check
for ticket pricing 781-646-4849.
Sounds hilarious!!! ... Til next
time, stay healthy!

Home for the Holidays

Spinelli’s
Bring the Food

Let
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with a gift of food!
Spinelli’s East Boston

Spinelli’s/\QQ¿HOG

282 Bennington Street
East Boston

10 Newbury Street
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(617) 567-1992

(781) 592-5552

RING IN THE NEW YEAR
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and Happy
Holiday Season!
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NEMPAC Reinvents Annual

Messiah Concert

New Fresh-Air Format
NEMPAC Brings Back Messiah’s Hallelujah Chorus
In First-Ever Outdoor Community Sing
The North End Music
& Performing Arts Center
(NEMPAC) is thrilled to
announce its first “Community
Sing” event, taking place
Thursday, December 16th from
6:00-7:00 p.m. at the Paul
Revere Mall in the historic North
End.
NEMPAC invites you to join
in, when the Boston Landmarks
Orchestra One City Choir
will sing classic carols and
the Hallelujah Chorus from
Handel’s Messiah, conducted by
Music Director Katherine Chan,
the Director of Choral Activities
at Northeastern University.
Throughout the event performances from NEMPAC’s
Community Holiday Choir,
Youth Vocal Ensemble, and
Rock Band Ensemble will be
featured.
Caroling lyric booklets will
be provided, along with LED
candles, hot chocolate, and
cookies to keep carolers and
audience members warm and
festive. This is a family-friendly
event open to all ages! Tickets
are free but pre-registration is
required.
“We’ve missed our annual
Messiah program, a tradition
of many years at NEMPAC’s
annual holiday concert that
finally returns after a two-year
hiatus. Due to COVID19 and a
large majority of our NEMPAC
audience being the younger
crowd, we have reimagined our
annual Messiah Concert this

year and are very excited to
present our first-ever outdoor
“Community Sing” event”, says
NEMPAC’s Executive Director,
Sherri Snow.
The “Community Sing” event
is made possible thanks to the
support from Mayor Michelle
Wu, the City of Boston Office of

Special Events, and contributions from State Representative
Aaron Michlewitz, Table Caffé,
and Mike’s Pastries.
To learn more and preregister, please visit https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
nempac-community-singtickets-211284576857.
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Thanksgiving Turkeys and Meals
Bring Delight to the
ABCD North End/West End NSC
Thanksgiving looked different
for everyone in 2021, and the
ABCD North End/West End
Neighborhood Service Center
(NE/WE NSC) was no exception! The center missed having
its annual turkey feast with
all the trimmings. However, it
still strove to provide a special holiday experience for all
who knocked on its doors for
Thanksgiving meal staples or
other assistance.
The center gratefully acknowledges compassionate annual
donations of 32 turkeys from
Al and Maryann Giorgio of La
Famiglia Giorgio’s; the team
at Church on the Hill, including President Paul Logiudice,
Reverend Kevin Baxter, and
Mary Guarino, for 20 Star
Market gift cards; and the St.
Joseph Society, with 25 turkeys
and 25 Stop & Shop gift cards,
which made North End and
West End turkey distributions
possible. The Third Secular
Franciscan Order generously
donated $200 to support the
West End Food Pantry. The
funds will enable the site to
purchase nourishing holiday
staples.
The NE/WE NSC was the
grateful recipient of 37 heavy
Thanksgiving boxes from
the Star Market the Hub
on Causeway. The dinners
were complete with turkeys,
potatoes, stuffing, cranberry,
and gravy, which the center gave to residents of the
Blackstone Apartments. Melissa
Persechini-Soares, Senior
Project Coordinator, and Faith
Mark, Administrative Assistant,
of Sanborn Head & Associates
and her team created festive
Thanksgiving totes filled with
typical holiday sides. Last but
not least, Eliot Upper School,
JDL Corporate Interiors, St.
John School, and Strada 234
organized food drives to stock
the center’s food pantry shelves.
Throughout the month of
November, La Famiglia Giorgio’s

provided 100 meals of pasta and
meatballs, salad, and cannoli;
the North End Rehabilitation
and Health Care Center sponsored 50 turkey wraps with
pasta salad; and Regina Pizzeria
in in the North End donated 20
large cheese pizzas. Thanks to
all mentioned and many more,
no one who came to the center’s

Turkeys and sides generously
donated by Star Market at the
Hub on Causeway

doors went without a bountiful
feast for Thanksgiving! It was
the NE/WE NSC’s goal to give
each senior or family in need a
gift card or turkey, and thanks
to its charitable supporters, it
could.
The need for turkeys and
holiday help is ever increasing
as COVID-19 continues into the
end of this year and the start of
the next, and many older adults
and families facing isolation and
financial insecurity. Winter
has settled in abruptly, with
real-feel temperatures in the
twenties and thirties, so more
than ever, the center remains
especially appreciative to businesses and donors for their
support. Without them, none
of this would have been possible. Those who are interested
to receive assistance for the
upcoming December holidays
may contact the NE/WE NSC
at 617-523-8125. New clients
must sign up for a free ABCD
membership. Happy Holidays
to all!

Eliot Upper School Food Drive

The Team at Blackstone
Apartments with Holiday
Food Bags

St. John School donation of
healthful greens

Turkeys from La Famiglia
Giorgio’s

105 Holiday Food Bags for the North End and West End
Apartment Buildings

Mattéo Gallo

o
o

Appraisals
Sales & Rentals
•

Real Estate

376 North Street • Boston, MA 02113
(617) 523-2100 • Fax (617) 523-3530

Julia Power, Comprehensive
Resource Director, ABCD,
receives a Donation of 37
Thanksgiving meals from
Bob Kelly, Store Director of
Star Market at the Hub on
Causeway Street
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Saint Francis de Sales
by Bennett Molinari and Richard Molinari

Francis de Sales was born two
months premature on August
21, 1567 to a noble family
at Chateau de Sales in the
Kingdom of Savoy near Geneva.
Francis was both intelligent
and gentle. From a very early
age, he desired to serve God.
He knew for years he had a
vocation to the priesthood,
but kept it from his family. His
father wanted him to enter a
career in law and politics.
He was educated at the Jesuit
college of Clermont in Paris
(1580–88) and at Padua, Italy,
where he received a doctorate
in law (1591). After briefly
practicing law he turned to
religion and was ordained in
1593 at Annecy.
In 1593, he began dangerous
work in the Chablais region,
of Switzerland attempting
to reintroduce the Catholic
religion in the midst of the
Protestant Reformation. He
developed a great reputation
as a writer, preacher, and
debater in defense of the
Catholic faith.
On the death of Claude
de Granier, Francis was
consecrated Bishop of
Geneva (1602). His first step
was to institute catechetical
instructions for the faithful,
both young and old. He made
prudent regulations for the
guidance of his clergy. He
carefully visited the parishes
scattered through the rugged
mountains of his diocese.
He reformed the religious

communities. His goodness,
patience and mildness became
proverbial. He had an intense
love for the poor, his food
was plain, his dress and his
household simple, he lived
with the greatest economy,
in order to be able to provide
more abundantly for the
wants of the needy. He heard
confessions, gave advice, and
preached incessantly. He wrote
innumerable letters
In 1604, while preaching a
Lenten series, he met Jane
Frances de Chantal, a recently
widowed mother of four children.
This was the beginning of one of
the great spiritual friendships
in Christian history. He became
her spiritual guide and, in
1610, established a religious
community of sisters with de
Chantal as the superior. Other
monasteries soon appeared and
Pope Paul V officially approved
the Visitation of Holy Mary as a
religious order in the Catholic
Church in 1618.
To serve the many people
entrusted to his care, Francis
de Sales became a prolific
writer. His writings comprise
26 volumes in the Annecy
edition. Two of his books have
become spiritual classics: The
Introduction to the Devout Life,
and The Treatise on the Love of
God. In The Introduction to the
Devout Life, Francis de Sales
offers profound advice for the
person living in the midst of the
world and wishing to pursue a
holy life.
On December 26, 1622, he
suffered a cerebral hemorrhage
and died the next day. He
was buried in the church of
the first Visitation monastery
in Annecy, France. Today, the
Oblates of Saint Francis de
Sales are one of several religious
congregations in the Catholic
Church founded under his
patronage.
On January 8, 1661, Pope
Alexander VII beatified St.
Francis de Sales, and canonized
him on April 19, 1665. His feast
day is celebrated on January
24 th . He is a Doctor of the
Church.

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6166EA
Estate of
SALVATORE A. FULCHINI
Date of Death: June 28, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6071EA
Estate of
PRISCILLA L. STARK
Date of Death: June 28, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner
Vincent R. Fulchini of Malden, MA, a Will has
been admitted to informal probate.
Vincent R. Fulchini of Malden, MA has
been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

To all persons interested in the above
captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner
Candace Bouris of Waltham, MA, a Will has
been admitted to informal probate.
Candace Bouris of Waltham, MA has been
informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

Run date: 12/10/2021

Run date: 12/10/2021
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The time has come, the walrus said,

TO TALK OF MANY THINGS

of shoes and ships and sealing wax of cabbages and kings
by Sal Giarratani
THE HAUNTING OF BLY
MANOR (3-Blu-ray) /
Paramount Home Ent.
From The Haunting of Hill
House creator and show runner Mike Flanagan and executive producer Trevor Macy, The
Haunting of Bly Manor is the next
installment in The Haunting
anthology series. Returning cast
members from The Haunting
of Hill House include Victoria
Pretty, Oliver Jackson-Cohen,
Henry Thomas, Carla Gauging,
and Kate Siegel. After an au
pair’s tragic death, Henry Win
grave (Thomas) hires a young
American nanny (Pedretti) to
care for his orphaned niece
and nephew (Amelie Bea Smith,
Benjamin Evan Ainsworth)
who reside at Bly Manor with
the estate’s chef Owen (Rahul
Kohli), groundskeeper Jamie
(Amelia Eve) and housekeeper,
Mrs. Grose (T’Nia Miller). But all
is not as it seems at the manor,
and centuries of dark secrets
of love and loss are waiting to
be unearthed in this chilling
gothic romance. At Bly Manor,
dead doesn’t mean gone. The
Haunting of Bly Manor Blu-ray
set features all nine episodes,
along with exclusive bonus
content.
SNOWPIERCER:
THE COMPLETE SECOND
SEASON (2-Blu-ray) /
Warner Bros. Home Ent.
All aboard the most elite train
in the world, as the epic journey
continues with more secrets,
plot twists, and reveals as Warner
Bros. Home Entertainment
releases Snowpiercer: The
Complete Second Season on Bluray. At the end of season one, the
survivors of the revolution are
trying to pick up the pieces and
maintain a fragile peace amongst
the now merged classes with
Layton emerging as the train’s
leader. Discovering Mr. Wilford
is alive and headed their way on
a rival train, Melanie risks going
outside to prevent him from
invading Snowpiercer. While
she’s out there, it’s revealed that
Alexandra, Melanie’s daughter,
who she thought had died, is
alive and has become Wilford’s
dedicated protégée. In season
two, an entirely new power
struggle emerges, causing a
dangerous rift as people are
divided between their loyalty to
Layton and to Mr. Wilford, who
has a new train, new technology and a game plan that keeps
everyone guessing. While Layton
battles Wilford for the soul of
Snowpiercer, Melanie leads
the charge on a shocking new
discovery that could change the
fate of humanity.
IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE
(2-Blu-ray) /
Paramount Home Ent.
This holiday season take a
trip to Bedford Falls to celebrate Christmas, and the 75th
anniversary of one of the most
beloved films in cinema history,
director Frank Capra’s timeless
classic, It’s a Wonderful Life, a
film that has touched generations of viewers with its uplifting and life-affirming message
of hope. This limited edition
Blu-ray set has a beautifully
colorized version of the film in
high definition, as well as the
original black-and-white movie
in high definition, plus access
to a digital copy. Perfect for gift

giving, the set includes 10 collectible recipe cards from the
It’s a Wonderful Life: The Official
Family Cookbook, with cuisine
inspired by the film. Starring
James Stewart, Donna Reed,
Lionel Barrymore, Thomas
Mitchell and Henry Travers,
It’s a Wonderful Life has made
an indelible impact on popular
culture and continues to be a
cherished part of many families’
holiday traditions.
PLANES, TRAINS AND
AUTOMOBILES (2-Blu-ray) /
Paramount Home Ent.
One of the most outrageous
and beloved holiday comedies of
all time, Steve Martin and John
Candy star if this hysterical
(and heartwarming) tale of travel
gone awry. Neal Page (Martin) is
an uptight advertising executive
trying to get home to Chicago for
Thanksgiving. When rerouted to
Wichita, Neal reluctantly partners with Del Griffith (Candy),
an obnoxious yet loveable salesman. Together, they embark
on a cross-country adventure
that includes multiple modes
of transportation, unbelievable
mishaps, intimate motel accommodations, and unforgettable
rental car shenanigans. All on
this limited edition SteelBook
Blu-ray version.
10 BEST PICTURES: THE
ESSENTIAL COLLECTION
(14-Blu-ray) /
Paramount Home Ent.
Revisit 10 of the most celebrated films in cinema history, together for the first time,
in the 10 Best Pictures: the
Essential Collection on Blu-ray.
This must-own set for film fans
is ideal for gift giving, and the
Collection includes an array
of landmark films, each of
which earned the prestigious
Best Picture Oscar. Along with
access to a digital copy of each
film, the Blu-ray collection
includes the following in high
definition: Wings (1927); My
Fair Lady (1964); The Godfather
(1972); Terms of Endearment
(1983); Forrest Gump (1994);
The English Patient (1996);
Titanic (1997); American Beauty
(1999); Gladiator (2000); and
No Country For Old Men (2007)
These 10 unforgettable films
feature star-making and awardwinning performances from
actors in Oscar-winning classics
that span nine decades.
CHICAGO:
TERRY KATH EXPERIENCE
(Blu-ray) / Filmrise
This documentary is about
a daughter discovering the
legacy of her father: the late
Terry Kath, one of the founding
members of the band Chicago.
Icons, as Jimi Hendrix, Joe
Walsh and Eric Clapton, have
praised Kath’s powerful guitar
playing, and husky, melodic
voice. Kath’s life ended tragically
at age 32, when his daughter
Michelle was just two years old,
and only knew him through
his music and stories from her
mother. After discovering a box
of memorabilia, Michelle set
out on a journey to get to know
her father, and to search for his
iconic lost guitar. Michelle interviews her dad’s family, band
mates and good friends, along
with prominent musicians as
she learns about the life of her
father, one of the rock legends
of the 1970s.

REPUBLICANS
KNOW HOW TO DO
THEMSELVES IN SO WELL
Latest news out of Georgia is
that former U.S. Senator David
Purdue will now be challenging
incumbent Gov. Brian Kemp in
2022. Perdue said he was taking on the governor in the GOP
state primary to make sure that
Democrat Stacey Abrams “is
never the governor of Georgia.”
I know there’s bad blood
between Kemp and Trump,
but this makes no sense for
state Republicans in the Peach
State going to civil war, which
can only weaken the GOP, and
maybe, just maybe hand over
the governorship to Abrams
who has the backing of the
Democrat Party. Will Trump
back Perdue? If he does will
Abrams win in a landslide? Isn’t
Kemp better than Abrams?
All politics isn’t national.
Sometimes like Tip O’Neill, Jr.,
opined, “All politics is local.”
SALVATION ARMY
GOES OFF COURSE
Last week, while listening to
Jeff Kuhner on my way into
work, I heard all about the
Salvation Army. Reportedly,
going back to this past February,
the Salvation Army has decided
to get involved in woke culture
training for their employees and
volunteers.
Reportedly, the CEO of this
charitable organization allegedly put out an online form

on sensitivity training on the
critical issue of race. Think CRT
and you are on the right track.
According to CRT thinking, we
all need to address our whiteness. If we are white, we are
infected with inane white racism from our skin color alone.
I find it all anti-white racism
and quite anti-American, too.
The Salvation Army can preach
all they want about giving to
the needy, especially around
Christmas time, which is a
major task for them at the end
of each year.
Apparently, the Salvation
Army has stopped preaching
its new found woke-ism, but
suppose I decide not to donate
to the kettle call again this
year. Am I now a racist for not
donating or maybe for having
donated over the years? This
year they can take their pots
outside of supermarkets and
use it for something else. I need
to rethink my support for this
organization.
I wish the cancel culture
wasn’t so invasive. Helping
people less fortunate than us
is always something good to do
and it should never be part of
splitting up by skin color. This
is Christmas time. This is about
working together as one human
family.
WE ARE ALL
WORKS IN PROGRESS
We are all God’s people. What
becomes of us in the future is

in God’s hands. God created us
and he doesn’t make junk. We
are not born racists because
of skin color, whatever it is for
each of us individually. Doesn’t
the leadership at the Salvation
Army know this? Or has this
beloved organization bought
into the woke cancel culture
blaming whiteness for all our
evil things.
This Christmas season they
can ring those bells all they
want but I won’t be hearing
any ringing around me. Santa
needs to drop coal or some other
fossil fuel in those pots of theirs.
CONCENTRATION CAMPS
AT THE OLYMPICS
I read a great commentary
on the Olympics by Rich Lowry,
he was right in his opinion and
I fully agree with his assessment. As he penned, “It should
be a rule of thumb that the
Olympics games shouldn’t be
held in countries that operate
concentration camps.” Lowry is
right that China is “revanchists
power that remples on human
dignity.”
The International Olympic
Committee caved on China.
The United States of America
caved on China. All the elites
caved, too. We had a chance to
stand up for human dignity and
we failed the moment. President
Xi must be smiling a lot at
the moment. Weakness in others is always a positive for
dictators.

ridership serving transitcritical communities continue
to be prioritized. Route 111
will operate a new simplified
service pattern with all service
to/from Woodlawn; this will
help reduce bus bunching and
uneven passenger loads. The
Route 62 and Route 76 will
return to service on weekdays
during rush hours this winter.
A number of routes will operate
with increased frequency, some
routes will operate with less
frequency, and a few routes will
operate with both increased and
decreased frequency depending
on the time of day. There will
also be changes to Silver Line
1 service.
For complete bus route
schedules, please visit mbta.
com/servicechanges or each
route’s individual schedule
page.
More on the MBTA’s
Hiring Initiative:
The MBTA continues to
aggressively hire new employees
to join its dynamic workforce.
It takes many people to move
over a million trips a day,
and the 6,500-person MBTA
is redoubling efforts to hire
hundreds of open positions –
from train and trolley operators,
to administrative and technical
positions, and especially bus
drivers who are in high demand
to transport Massachusetts
residents to work, play,
and everywhere in between.
Prospective candidates looking
for a rewarding career where
they can have a positive
impact on the entire region
should visit mbta.com/apply
for more information on open
positions and to learn about
the MBTA’s many benefits and
incentives.

The MBTA has gone to over
20 online and in-person career
fairs across the region this fall
and is updating the way it hires
to make it easier and faster
to start a T career, including
Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL) permit events at Registry
of Motor Vehicle locations
(CDL permits are encouraged
in applying for bus operator
positions), a revamp of the
interview process, streamlining
the application process, and
more. The T has also launched
an aggressive recruitment
campaign, more than doubling
the size of its Human Resources
recruiting department since
Labor Day 2021 with more
anticipated to join soon. A
Human Resources team was
also recently created that is
dedicated to vehicle operator
hiring, especially MBTA bus
operators.
The MBTA offers competitive
salaries, extensive healthcare
benefits, free public transit,
training programs, tuition
assistance, employee assistance
programs, and an emphasis on
diversity, equity, and inclusion.
MBTA employees also receive
attractive retirement plans,
paid vacation, holidays, and
sick time, and flexible spending
accounts. Members of the public
can view open positions online
and visit the MBTA website for
more information on insurance
and other benefits.
For full information on
starting a career at the T,
visit mbta.com/careers. For
more information on upcoming
winter service schedules, visit
mbta.com/servicechanges.
Connect with the T on Twitter
@MBTA, Facebook /TheMBTA,
or Instagram @theMBTA.

• MBTA (Continued from Page 1)
Subway Service Changes
Effective
December 19, 2021:
On the Mattapan Line, offpeak service will be increased
with the frequency between
trains improving from every 23
minutes to every 13 minutes in
the late evenings on Saturdays
and Sundays. During morning
and evening weekday peak
periods, schedules will be
reduced to reflect actual
service levels that have been
in place; this will change the
peak frequency from every
five minutes to every seven
minutes.
There will be no changes in
service frequency on the Red,
Orange, Blue, and Green Lines.
For complete subway service
schedules, please visit each
line’s individual schedule page.
Bus Service Changes
Effective December 19, 2021:
Due to a reduced workforce
and other challenges, the MBTA
is currently dropping about one
of every 20 scheduled bus trips.
While the MBTA continues an
aggressive hiring campaign,
short-term bus service changes
are being made to better
match its scheduled service
and reliability with service
actually being delivered. With
special focus on maintaining
service levels on routes with
durable ridership, increasing
scheduled service on the most
crowded routes, restoring
service to additional routes to
accommodate new in-person
school and work trips, and
maintaining the flexibility to
make changes to schedules
as needed, a number of bus
schedule changes will go into
effect on December 19, 2021.
Bus routes with high
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by
Marianna
Bisignano
It was Christmas time 1958,
and I was s sophomore in college. Financially, I was doing
rather well, and paying my own
way through higher education. I worked at the Seville a
couple of nights a week as well
as Saturday and Sunday afternoons. I had cut back from my
weekend night schedule at the
Seville because my music schedule demanded it. I had turned
professional a few months earlier
and found work with various
bands on weekend nights, plus
I had a business venture in an
operational stage.
Boston State (now U. Mass.
Boston) had a lot of social events
that necessitated music and
my small band became rather
popular with the students. I
had a quartet that included two
other East Bostonians, Tony
Poto on piano, and Rocky Freni
on drums. I had met an alto sax
player, Doug Godfrey, when I
first played for the Ken Reeves
Orchestra. We became fast
friends and he worked with my
trio whenever he wasn’t tied up
with Reeves.
Two juniors, students named
Herb Donlon and Ed McDonald
were involved with social events
at the college, and hired me to
play quite a few of them (for a
commission). When the trio or
quartet required a singer, I hired
a young lady our own age whom
I had met on a Ken Reeves job
one night. I believe her name
was Julie Jordan. When I put
the musicians and the singer
together, I had a rehearsal and
asked Dad, Babbononno and
Uncle Nick to listen to us and
give me a critique of on what they
heard. Both Dad and Uncle Nick
liked the group and praised it.
We played mostly tunes from the
great American song book. We
were not that good with the new
music, rock and roll, so we left
it alone. Babbononno liked the
musicianship but not the music,
but that was OK as far as I was
concerned. His tastes ran the
gamut from opera to classical
to marches.
One November day just after
Thanksgiving, I was in the college lounge having a cigarette
between classes and Donlon
and McDonald approached me.
It seems that the college was
going to sponsor a Christmas
semi-formal and needed a dance
band to play for the event. The
two wheeler/dealers wanted
me to put together a ten piece
band but use a different professional name than I was using,
Johnny Christy Orchestra. They
explained that the faculty advisor that asked them to handle
the entertainment mentioned
that I did most of the dance
work during the year and the

Christmas semi-formal should
feature a well known Boston
dance bank. The event was to
take place at the college on a
Monday night, usually a quiet
night in the music business
back then.
Donlon and McDonald mentioned the names of several popular Boston-based dance bands
and told me to come up with a
name that was similar to one
of them. Again, I spoke to Dad,
Uncle Nick and Babbononno. I
met with them that Friday afternoon, and they were at a loss as
to what I should call an orchestra that sounded like a Boston
society band. Just then, Mom
came into the living room and
asked if she should put some
sandwiches together for Dad and
Uncle Nick because they were
playing a double header the next
day in Marshfield. Babbononno
yelled, “Datza da nameba, calla
da banda, Marshfield.” Dad
added in, “How does the name,
Mike Marshfield, sound to you?”
I liked it. It sounded like a
couple of other name bands
from Boston that catered to the
social set.
I got back to Donlon and
McDonald with the name and
told them that I could put ten
men together under the name of
the Mike Marshfield Orchestra.
The stipulation was that I
couldn’t lead the band. An older
person, factiously named Mike
Marshfield, should be the leader,
and if I wanted to be the band’s
bass player, there would be no
problem. So, I set about putting
the Mike Marshfield Orchestra
together.
Seeing the semi-formal was on
a Monday night, the nine men I
called, most from the Ken Reeves
Orchestras office, were free. One
of Reeves’ leaders, a sax player
named, Don Ellis, was to become
Mike Marshfield for one night.
Besides Ellis, I hired a pianist, a
drummer, a guitarist, two more
sax players, two trumpeters
and a trombonist … making the
total ten musicians with me on
bass. I next designed the front
of several music stands to show
the name, Mike Marshfield and
his Orchestra. I then designed a
flyer that could be passed out to
the student body advertising the
event, and we were ready.
The following week, I sat down
again with Dad, Uncle Nick and
Babbononno to discuss what I
should pay to the musicians. We
agreed on $20.00 per man for
an eight to twelve performance,
and an extra $10.00 for the
leader. The following day, I met
with Donlon and McDonald to
see what our budget was. I was
shocked to discover that the
college was granting us $1,000
for the event. The cost of the

— FOR YOU WHO APPRECIATE THE FINEST —
THE

Johnny Christy
Orchestra
MUSIC FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

781-648-5678

advertising was negligible and
the band would cost us $210.00,
leaving $790 split three ways.
Seeing I was to be paid as a
musician, we agreed that my cut
would be $250 and theirs $270
each … the total being $1,000.
Back in the ’50s, each of our cuts
was way more than a week’s pay
for an average worker.
The event night arrived, and
at 8:00 p.m., the leader gave the
down beat to nine other men in
tuxedoes. Hundreds of students,
dressed in their finest, along
with chaperones from the faculty
began dancing and didn’t stop
until Don Ellis, (Mike Marshfield)
the leader, announced the last
set at about 20 minutes to 12
midnight. Before the musicians
left, I paid each one in cash
(from my own pocket) and the
next day with the college check
cashed, my two confederates
and I divided up the profits.
Donlon, McDonald and I
decided to meet the next day
after classes were over. It seems
that there were Friday night
student dances being held by
entrepreneurs from other colleges at Boston hotel ballrooms.
We decided to challenge them
with an operation called Campus
Club Dances. I would handle the
music and some of the marketing and advertising. Donlon’s
father was a politician and was
able to get us permits for one
night events and one night liquor
licenses. McDonald had runners
pass out flyers at B.U., B.C.,
Boston State, Northeastern,
Simmons, Emmanuel, Harvard,
Radcliffe, and the Liberty Mutual
Insurance Company and the
phone company buildings in
downtown. We began our first
operation at the Bradford Hotel
on Tremont Street two weeks
later and by 9:00 p.m. on a
Friday night, we had a waiting
line trying to get in. Within the
first couple of months in 1959,
we put all our competition out of
business. We would continue to
run those Campus Club events
bi-weekly for the next couple of
years, and each time come home
with more than a week’s pay for
one night of work. Fortunately,
my band and I never had to play
rock and roll.
GOD BLESS AMERICA

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF SALE
Notice is hereby given by Stephens Automotive
Transport, 60 Union Street, Medford, MA
02155, pursuant to the provisions of G.L.c.255
539A, that on December 30, 2021 at 10AM, at
said address, the following motor vehicle(s) will
be sold, in as is condition, no keys, at public
sale to satisfy our garage keeper’s lien thereon
for towing, storage, and expenses of notice
and sale:
2006 DODGE CHARGER, BLACK
Vin # 2B3KA53H96H248015
Kenneth Chisholm
16 Rowena St.
Dorchester, MA 02124
2018 CHEVROLET TRAX, SILVER
Vin # KL7CJLSB9JB566946
Jamie L Callahan-Colllins
43 Early Ave., #2
Medford, MA 02155
2004 LINCOLN LS, RED
Vin # 1LNHM87A54Y663894
Joan B Seibel
419 Somerville Ave.
Somerville, MA 02143
2009 MERCEDES BENZ C300, SILVER
Vin # WDDGF81X29F219419
Junze Liu
75 Station Landing, Unit 302
Medford, MA 02155
Run dates: 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2021

The scents of Christmas cookies baking in the oven are one of
the most warm and comforting aromas you’ll experience this time
of year. In the kitchens of Italian American homes, Christmas
cookie baking is a tradition that usually begins a week or two
before the holiday. Nonnas, mammas and zias come together and
recreate family recipes from generations ago. Butter, sugar and
flour are everywhere, as the scents of anise, almond and citrus
fill the air. Butter, sugar and flour is everywhere as the scents of
anise and almond fill the air. Cookies are perfectly baked, elegantly
decorated, and then carefully organized on platters and trays.
Jordan Almonds or Cannellini Ricci fill in the empty spaces, clear
cellophane wraps them tight, and a meticulously crafted bow puts
the finishing touch on each of the platters and trays!
Christmas cookie trays in my family always include an assortment of Italian cookies with one being more scrumptious than
the other! The Italian butterball cookies were always my mom’s
favorite. However, because she loved pecans, she decided to
replace the traditional walnuts in this family recipe with pecans,
and the results turned out amazing. My “Mother Nancy’s Pecan
Butter Balls” are sweet, crumbly and have a delicious butter nut
flavor. These cookies are absolutely scrumptious and make a
beautiful edition to a Christmas cookie tray, or are even perfect
when placed on a platter of their own. From my home to yours,
Buon Natale Con Amore!

MOTHER NANCY’S PECAN BUTTERBALLS
Palline al Burro di Noci Pecan di Mamma Annunciatta

8 ounces butter (2 sticks or 1
cup), at room temperature
½ cup confectioners’ sugar
2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour
1 cup pecans, chopped

2 ½ teaspoons pure vanilla
extract
1 ½ to 2 cups confectioners’
sugar (for rolling cookies in)

Preheat oven to 325°. Place the pecans on a tray and bake for
about 5 to 8 minutes, just until lightly toast. Remove and set aside.
Line a baking sheet with parchment paper and set aside. Place the
1 ½ to 2 cups confectioners’ sugar in a medium bowl and set aside.
In a large mixing bowl, add the butter and ½ cup of confectioners’ sugar. Beat until light and fluffy, add vanilla and mix together
well. While mixing, gradually add in the flour, mixing well after
each addition. Add in the nuts and mix together well until nuts are
evenly distributed and dough comes together. Refrigerate dough
for about 10 to 12 minutes. Remove dough and using a cookie
scoop, scoop dough ainto balls and place each ball, about an inch
to an inch and a half apart, on the parchment lined baking sheet.
Bake for about 25 minutes or until underneath cookies are a light
golden color. Gently take each ball and roll in confections sugar,
then set aside on rack to cool. These cookies keep well when stored
in a cookie tin.
Marianna Bisignano is a psychologist for the Boston Public
Schools and can be reached at nonnasrecipebox@gmail.com

On Sale Now!
THE NORTH END
Where It All Began
The Way It Was
by Fred Langone
SALE PRICE
$19.95
Plus Shipping & Handling
On Site at
The Post-Gazette
5 Prince Street, North End, Boston, MA
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Brighten Someone’s Holiday Season with
Christmas Cactus
by Melinda Myers
The holidays have arrived and
so has the Christmas cactus.
Set this favorite holiday plant
in a basket, decorative pot or
foil wrap and it will be ready
to give as a gift or add to your
holiday décor. With proper care
this holiday favorite can flower
for four to eight weeks and grow
for decades, becoming a family
heirloom handed down from one
generation to the next.
The plant sold as a Christmas
cactus may actually be a
Thanksgiving cactus. The
true Christmas cactus blooms
later and has small segments
with rounded edges. The
Thanksgiving cactus, though
often sold as the Christmas
cactus, has toothed or jagged
segments and typically blooms
prior to Christmas.
Fortunately, their growing
requirements and care are basically the same so the plants will
do fine no matter the name on
the label. These, or hybrids of
the two plants, flower with cool
nights and long uninterrupted
dark periods. A third holiday
plant, the Easter cactus, sets
flowers in spring as the days
start to lengthen.
Christmas and Thanksgiving
cacti are epiphytes that naturally grow on trees in shaded and
humid forests along the coast of
Brazil. They all prefer bright
indirect light, high humidity and
a thorough watering when the
top few inches of soil begins to
dry. Don’t over water but don’t
let the soil dry completely. Water
a bit more often when the plant
is in bloom.
Grow them in an organic
well-drained potting mix for
best results. Water thoroughly
and pour off the excess that
collects in the saucer to avoid
root rot. Reduce maintenance
and improve the growing conditions with the help of gravel
trays. Place a layer of pebbles,
decorative stones or marbles in
the saucer or bottom of the foil
wrap or basket. The pot will be
elevated above any excess water
that collects in the pebbles.
As the water evaporates, it
increases the humidity around
the plant.
Keep your flowering cactus in
a cool bright location to extend
its bloom time. Avoid drafts of
hot and cold air, moisture stress
and other changes in the environment that can cause buds
and flowers to drop.
Fertilize with a dilute solution
of flowering houseplant fertilizer
once it has finished blooming
and throughout spring and
summer as needed. Grow your
cactus in a north-facing window
or set back from an east- or

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Todisco
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street,
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that
they will sell the following vehicles on
or after December 18, 2021 beginning at 9:00 a.m. by public or private
sale to satisfy their garage keepers
lien for towing, storage, and notices
of sale.
2006 ACURA TL
Vin # 19UUA66256A030030
2005 MAZDA MAZDA6
Vin # 1YVFP80C995M46019

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed
by appointment only.
Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.
Run dates: 12/03, 12/10, 12/17/2021

The Consulate General of Italy
in collaboration with Com.ItEs.
is pleased to invite you to

THE 9th ANNUAL
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
WITH ITA LIAN SONGS AND ARIAS

SAINT CECILIA CHURCH
18 Belvidere Street, Boston, Massachusetts

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2021
AT 6:30 PM

All Are Welcome
Featuring Patty Thom at the Piano
and
Students of the Boston Conservatory
Christmas cactus is a general name given to a small group of
cacti called Schlumbergera that are native to southeastern
Brazil’s coastal mountains.
(Photo courtesy of MelindaMyers.com)
west-facing window where it
receives bright indirect light
throughout the year. Too much
sun turns the leaf segments
dark red.
Don’t be anxious to move
these plants to a bigger container. They prefer to be somewhat potbound and can remain
in the same pot for years.
Encourage a new flush of
flowers with cooler night temperatures around 55 to 60
degrees and slightly drier soil.
An uninterrupted dark period
will also help promote flowering.
Start the dark treatment in
early to mid October for holiday
flowers. Cover the plants or
move them to a location free of
any artificial light, indoors or
outside, each night and provide
bright indirect light each day.
Any interruption in the dark
period from outdoor, street or
reading lights can delay or prevent flowering.
Many experts find providing
the same dark treatment as

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21C1151CA
In the Matter of
MARTHA LEONORE HICKS-COURANT
CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Martha Leonore Hicks-Courant
of Watertown, MA requesting that the court
enter a Decree changing their name to Martha
Leonore Courant.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of December 31, 2021. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court
Date: November 26, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 12/10/2021

poinsettias, 14 hours of dark
each night, promotes flowering.
Michigan State University recommends providing 16 hours of
total darkness and eight hours
of light for at least eight days to
promote flowering.
Add a Christmas cactus to
your indoor plant collection and
share a few with friends and
family over the holidays. These
easy-care flowering beauties are
sure to brighten the recipient’s
mood and holiday décor.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including The Midwest
Gardener’s Handbook and
Small Space Gardening. She
hosts The Great Courses How
to Grow Anything DVD series
and the nationally-syndicated
Melinda’s Gardening Moments
TV & radio program. Myers is
a columnist and contributing
editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Her web site is: www.
melindamyers.com.

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court Department
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21W1509WD
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
IRMA Y. PADILLA PINEDA, Plaintiff
v.
ERIC M. CONTRERAS ESTEBAN, Defendant
To the above named Defendant:
A Complaint has been presented to this
Court by the Plaintiff, seeking Custody/Support/
Parenting Time including a request for Special
Findings & Rulings of Law for the child.
You are required to serve upon Kevin R.
McCarthy, Esq. - attorney for plaintiff - whose
address is 76 Canal St., Boston, MA 02113,
617-723-0011 your answer on or before
December 27, 2021. If you fail to do so, the
court will proceed to the hearing and adjudication of this action. You are also required to
file a copy of your answer in the office of the
Register of this Court at Cambridge.
Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
Esquire, First Justice of said Court at
Cambridge, this 15th day of November, 2021.
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate Court
Run date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P5921EA
Estate of
CATHERINE LEPORATI
Date of Death: June 20, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Joel F.
Leporati of Hopedale, MA, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.
Joel F. Leporati of Hopedale, MA has been
informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
Run date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21C1160CA
In the Matter of
GERALDINE ANN GIRUARD
CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of Adult
has been filed by Geraldine Ann Giruard of
Bedford, MA requesting that the court enter
a Decree changing their name to Geralline
Ann Bruha.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of December 30, 2021. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court
Date: December 02, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21C1153CA
In the Matter of
LILLIAN GRACE FANTON
CITATION ON
PETITION TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name of Adult has
been filed by Lillian Grace Fanton of Concord,
MA requesting that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to Lillian Grace Howland.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for purposes
of objecting to the petition by filing an
appearance at: Middlesex Probate and
Family Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of December 24, 2021. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance if you object
to this proceeding.

Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court
Date: November 26, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run Date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6048EA
Estate of
LINDA GAIL KAPLAN
Date of Death: April 03, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Jeffrey
L. Kraines of Arlington, MA, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.
Jeffrey L. Kraines of Arlington, MA has
been informally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
Run date: 12/10/2021
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LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P1945EA
Estate of
ROBERTA C. WALCOTT
Also Known As
ROBERTA CHERYL WALCOTT
Date of Death: March 29, 2019
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

To all interested persons:
A Petition for S/A - Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Representative has been filed by Sara E. Johnson of
West Roxbury, MA requesting that the Court
enter a formal Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that Sara E.
Johnson of West Roxbury, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day of
December 30, 2021.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline by which you must file a written
appearance and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day, action may be
taken without further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM
PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised administration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 02, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate

Notice is hereby given by Todisco
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street,
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that
they will sell the following vehicles on
or after December 27, 2021 beginning at 9:00 a.m. by public or private
sale to satisfy their garage keepers
lien for towing, storage, and notices
of sale.
2016 NISSAN ROGUE
Vin # KNMAT2MV9GP609344

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed
by appointment only.
Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.
Run dates: 12/10, 12/17, 12/24/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Export
Enterprises, Inc., 50 Mystic Ave.,
Medford, MA, pursuant to the provisions of Mass General Laws, Chapter
255, Section 39A, that they will sell
or junk the following vehicles on or
after December 11, 2021 beginning
at 10:00 AM by public or private sale
to satisfy their garage keepers lien for
towing, storage, and notices of sale:
2001 BMW 325i
VIN # WBAAV33491FU86020
2016 NISSAN LEAF
VIN # 1N4BZ0CPXGC310856
2002 TOYOTA COROLLA
VIN # 2T1BR12E82C561908
2015 FORD MUSTANG
VIN # 1FATP8EM5F5415058
2002 HONDA ODYSSEY
VIN # 5FNRL18652B008869
2007 CHEVROLET TAHOE
VIN # 1GNFK13057R167912
2005 SUZUKI VL800K
VIN # JS1VS55A852106877
Vehicles are being stored at 142
Mystic Ave., Medford, MA, and may
be viewed by appointment only.
Signed
Export Enterprises, Inc.
Run dates: 11/26, 12/03, 12/10/2021

Run date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Suffolk Probate and Family Court
24 New Chardon Street
Boston, MA 02114
(617) 788-8300
Docket No. SU21P2175EA
Estate of
JASON B. MILLER
Also Known As
JASON MILLER
Date of Death: July 24, 2021
CITATION ON PETITION FOR
FORMAL ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Probate of Will
with Appointment of Personal Representative has been filed by Andrew D. Miller of
Hingham, MA requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that Andrew D.
Miller of Hingham, MA be appointed as Personal Representative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to this proceeding.
To do so, you or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objection at this
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the return day
of January 14, 2022.
This is NOT a hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to this proceeding. If you fail to file a timely written appearance and objection followed by an affidavit
of objections within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE (MUPC)
A Personal Representative appointed
under the MUPC in an unsupervised administration is not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration directly from
the Personal Representative and may petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including the distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
WITNESS, HON. BRIAN J. DUNN,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 03, 2021
Felix D. Arroyo, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6087PM
CITATION GIVING NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT OF CONSERVATOR
OR OTHER PROTECTIVE ORDER
PURSUANT TO
G. L. c. 190B, § 5-304 & § 5-405
In the matter of

SAMANTHA L. SWANTON

EXTRA Innings
by Sal Giarratani

Gil Hodges Finally Gets to Cooperstown
Almost 50 years since his
death, Gil Hodges adds one
more thing to his life’s resume.
Adding to his service as a U.S.
Marine, (WWII hero, Bronze Star
at Okinawa), being an eight-time
All-Star first baseman and winning a World Series as a manager, he is now finally a Hall of
Famer in Cooperstown, too.
The former Brooklyn/Los
Angeles Dodgers slugging
infielder and the managerial
force behind the 1969 Amazin’
Mets obtained the necessary
75 percent of the vote by the
Golden Days Era committee for
enshrinement into Cooperstown.
Hodges received 12 of 16
votes, joined by Jim Kaat ,
Minnie Minoso, and Tony Oliva
as selections by the committee.
The Baseball Writers Association

LEGAL NOTICE
Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P6075EA
Estate of
MARY MARGARET DONOVAN
Date of Death: July 22, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Peter
J. Sullivan of Kingston, NH, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.
Peter J. Sullivan of Kingston, NH has been
informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.

RESPONDENT

To the named Respondent and all other
interested persons, a petition has been filed by
Carole Knox of Framingham, MA in the above
captioned matter alleging that Samantha L.
Swanton is in need of a Conservator or other
protective order and requesting that Leonard E.
Swanton of Lincoln, MA (or some other suitable
person) be appointed as Conservator to serve
Without Surety on the bond.
The petition asks the court to determine
that the Respondent is disabled, that a protective order or appointment of a Conservator is
necessary, and that the proposed conservator
is appropriate. The petition is on file with this
court.
You have the right to object to this proceeding. If you wish to do so, you or your
attorney must file a written appearance at this
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of December 30, 2021. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline date by which
you have to file the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail to file the written appearance by the return date, action may
be taken in this matter without further notice to
you. In addition to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a written affidavit
stating the specific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceeding may
limit or completely take away the abovenamed person’s right to make decisions
about personal affairs or financial affairs
or both. The above-named person has the
right to ask for a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named person cannot
afford a lawyer, one may be appointed at
State expense.
Witness, HON. MAUREEN H. MONKS,
First Justice of this Court.
Date: December 02, 2021
Tara E. DeCristofaro, Register of Probate
Run date: 12/10/2021

of America will announce its
2022 Hall of Fame selections in
the coming weeks.
In his 18-year career, Hodges
hit 370 home runs with 1,274
RBIs, 1,921 hits and a .273 average He was an eight-time NL AllStar, Golden Glove Award at first
base (1957, 1958, and 1959). He
played for World Series winning
teams in Brooklyn in 1955 and

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by Todisco
Services, Inc., of 171 Boston Street,
Salem, MA pursuant to the provisions
of Mass G.L. c. 255, Section 39A, that
they will sell the following vehicles on
or after December 11, 2021 beginning at 9:00 a.m. by public or private
sale to satisfy their garage keepers
lien for towing, storage, and notices
of sale.
2013 KIA FORTE
Vin # KNAFW4A38D5689980
2007 CADILLAC ESCALADE
Vin # 1GYFK66867R421001
2007 TOYOTA YARIS
Vin # JTDBT923571102992
2015 VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN
Vin # WVGV7AV7AX4FW5375
2005 BUICK LaCROSSE
Vin # 2G4WD532051245333
2008 ACURA TL
Vin # 19UUA66218A001966

Vehicles are being stored at multiple Todisco
Services, Inc. locations, and may be viewed
by appointment only.
Signed
Todisco Services, Inc.
Run dates: 11/26, 12/03, 12/10/2021

again in Los Angeles in 1959.
During his peak seasons (194959, only teammate Duke Snider
amassed more home runs and
RBIs. Hodges retired with the
third highest home run total by a
right-handed hitter, behind only
Jimmie Foxx and Willie Mays.
I always thought Hodges
should have been in the Hall of
Fame. When I was growing up in
the ’50s, Hodges for me was right
up there with the likes of Mantle,
Mays, and Aaron. I think ’50s
baseball and Gil Hodges always
comes to mind.
Hodges was a great baseball
mind as both a player and
manager, even as he suffered
through five long losing seasons
with the Washington Senators,
The Mets obtained Hodges from
the Senators following the 1967
season, and in his second season in New York, the Mets won
100 games going from worst to
first and ended up defeating the
powerful Baltimore Orioles in
five games for the 1969 World
Series Championship. The 1969
Mets included Tommy Seaver,
Jerry Koosman, and a very
young Nolan Ryan.
Hodges was 47-years-old when
he suffered a heart attack before
the start of the 1972 season.
The Mets retired his number 14.
Jerry Koosman once said, “We
would have been a powerhouse
for many years if Gil had stayed
with us and not passed away.”
I think it was a disgrace that
the baseball writers overlooked
this man and his accomplishments on the field, at bat, and
as a manager.
Happiest person in the world
right now is Gil’s widow, 95-yearold Joan Hodges. She and her
family have waited long enough
for the good news that Gil is
going into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in July. As his daughter
Irene stated, “We have waited so
long for my dad to get this honor.
Not that he needs, it but we’re
so happy for him.”

Run date: 12/10/2021

of Framingham, MA

(Person to be Protected/Minor)
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LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Notice is hereby given by D & G Towing and
Auto Repair Services, Inc., 2 Emery Road,
Allston, MA, pursuant to the provisions of
Mass General Laws, Chapter 255, Section 39A,
that they will sell the following vehicles on
or after December 11, 2021 beginning at
10:00 AM by public or private sale to satisfy
their garage keepers lien for towing, storage,
and notices of sale:
2006 TOYOTA CAMRY
VIN # 4T1BE32K66U150413
2016 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # 19XFC1F3XGE205822
1998 HONDA GL1500C
VIN # 1HFSC3400WA104198
2020 YONGFU YN50QT-8
VIN # LL0TCAPH3LG001537
2021 YONGFU YN50QT-8
VIN # LL0TCAPH2MG008464
2017 AUDI A4
VIN # WAUANAF41HN006357
2011 KIA OPTIMA
VIN # KNAGM4A72B5110055
1998 CHEVROLET G30
VIN # 1GBHG31R3W1017749
2014 TOYOTA COROLLA
VIN # 2T1BURHE6EC050352
2008 TOYOTA COROLLA
VIN # 2T1BR32E28C930993
2019 HONDA CIVIC
VIN # SHHFK7H30KU418329

Vehicles are being stored at D & G Towing
and Auto Repair Services, Inc., and may be
viewed by appointment only.
Signed
D & G Towing
Run dates: 11/26, 12/03, 12/10/2021

LEGAL NOTICE

LEGAL NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P5965EA
Estate of
JOAN T. MAHER
Also Known As
JOAN MAHER
Date of Death: August 12, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Commonwealth of Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Middlesex Division
Middlesex Probate and Family Court
10-U Commerce Way
Woburn, MA 01801
(781) 865-4000
Docket No. MI21P5744EA
Estate of
ANTHONY LEON AKILLIAN
Also Known As
ANTHONY L. AKILLIAN
Date of Death: September 28, 2021
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Maureen
T. Maher of Melrose, MA, Petitioner Eileen P.
Spies of Londonderry, NH, a will has been
admitted to informal probate.
Maureen T. Maher of Melrose, MA, Eileen
P. Spies of Londonderry, NH has been informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the estate to serve without surety on
the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
ſNGFYKVJVJG%QWTVDWVKPVGTGUVGFRCTVKGUCTG
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
Run date: 12/10/2021

To all persons interested in the above captioned estate, by Petition of Petitioner Thomas
Z. Akillian of N. Easton, MA, Petitioner Daniel
J. Akillian of Norton, MA, a Will has been
admitted to informal probate.
Thomas Z. Akillian of N. Easton, MA,
Daniel J. Akillian of Norton, MA has been
informally appointed as the Personal Representative of the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.
The estate is being administered under
informal procedure by the Personal Representative under the Massachusetts Uniform Probate Code without supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not required to be
filed with the Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative and can
petition the Court in any matter relating to the
estate, including distribution of assets and
expenses of administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain orders terminating or restricting the powers of Personal
Representatives appointed under informal procedure. A copy of the Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the Petitioner.
Run date: 12/10/2021
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HOOPS and HOCKEY in the HUB
by Richard Preiss
IT STARTED IN OCTOBER
— Late one night, some radio
talk show host opined that the
NBA really starts on Christmas
Day. But that certainly isn’t
true. If the host meant that is
when people start paying more
attention, well that might be
true on that specific day since
numerous games are played for
a national television audience.
But, as we all know, the season really began in the middle of
October. By the time Christmas
Day arrives, most teams will
have played a bit more than
one-third of their regular season
games.
And those games count just
as much as late season games
in April.
As this was written both
Golden State and Phoenix, both
Western Conference franchises,
were the first two teams this
season to put 20 wins in the
bank, placing them atop the
league. The Celtics were playing just over .500 ball in the
Eastern Conference. If they
continue to do so at that rate,
they will most likely qualify for
the playoffs in the spring.
And for some, the negative
handwriting is already on the
wall. Detroit, Orlando, New
Orleans, and Oklahoma City
all had fewer than 10 victories as the league approached

the middle of December. They
aren’t out of the hunt for playoff
berths just yet. But it would
take a tremendous turnaround
to actively climb in a more positive direction.
Remember that for a good
portion of its season, the NBA
shares its time with both college
and pro football — as well as
college basketball. Then comes
March Madness, the monthlong college tournament that is
more popular than the NBA in a
number of cities across America.
Many of the NBA teams that
don’t post at least .500 records
in the early portion of the regular
season are unlikely to show up
on your television screens during the playoffs in the spring.
And those that squeak by usually become one round wonders.
It is a full 82-game regular
season and those who casually
dismiss the first third of the
schedule do so at their peril.
WHERE HAVE WE SEEN
THIS BEFORE — When Brian
Kelly, the Boston area native
left Notre Dame to coach the
Louisiana State football team,
it brought back memories — of
the occasions when two college
basketball coaches in our area
essentially did the same thing.
They left their positions for
other jobs after telling all who
would listen that they were not

about to do that — just as Kelly
did in South Bend a few days
before he departed.
Rick Pitino took over at
Providence College following a
disappointing 11-17 season in
the middle of the 1980s. Two
years later, he guided the team
to a berth in the 1987 NCAA
Division 1 Tournament. He
seemed to put his immediate
future in writing when he signed
a five-year contract extension
with Providence on May 1st.
But a little more than two
months later, in the middle of
July, there was Pitino being
introduced as the head coach
of the New York Knicks, thus
walking away from the deal he
had signed with Providence.
As we all know, money does
the talking. And thus it was
a number of years later that
Pitino was lured away from
the University of Kentucky to
the Celtics for a $70 million,
10-year contract in 1997. He
never completed it, abruptly
resigning in January 2001 and
later saying “it was the only time
I failed as a coach.” However,
the day he left voluntarily, he
got a check for $1 million.
Out in Amherst, a somewhat
similar version of the Kelly story
played out in the 1990s, when
John Calipari took UMass to the
1996 Final Four.

He and Pitino were linked in
more ways than one. A UMass
graduate, Pitino was on the
1988 coaching search committee and advocated strongly that
the school hire Calipari. Eight
years later the two mentors met
in the 1996 Final Four semifinals, with Pitino’s Kentucky
team coming away with the
victory,
But rather than dwell on
the termination, everyone in
the Bay State looked upon the
successful program that had
compiled a 35-2 record as one
of the best teams in the country.
There was talk, of course, that
Calipari might go somewhere
else. But he kept insisting that
he would not leave. However,
when news broke of an NCAA
investigation into the program,
he accepted an offer to lead the
New Jersey Nets, taking over a
team that had wanted Pitino,
only to be turned down by UK
coach.
And most recently, there is
the story of Coach Kelly leaving Notre Dame, moving on
to lead the LSU Tigers on the
gridiron. Of course, a 10-year,
$95 million contract to coach
an “amateur” team had absolutely nothing to do with his
relocation.
And, by the way, there are
incentives, mostly having to do

with winning conference titles,
playing in the college football
playoffs and potentially winning national championships.
As if the $95 million total alone
wasn’t enough of an incentive.
Some say his leaving was
stunning, but the most surprising aspect came as Kelly met
for the first time with the LSU
players, some of whom were
on the national championship
team two years.
Kelly stated that the real reason that he is in the coaching
profession is because he likes
to develop players in all facets — “physically, technically,
tactically, and mentally. Player
develop is what drives me.” He
added: “It (the reason) is not to
win games. That is going to be a
byproduct of what we do.”
Got that. LSU just signed
a coach for $95 million who
believes that winning is “a
byproduct of what we do.”
Somehow, I feel that every head
football coach in all three divisions, plus all their assistants,
must have had a really good
laugh at that one.
Oh, by the way, the LSU
coach that left — Ed Orgeron
— the one that led the Tigers to
the national championship two
years ago. He got a $17 million
buyout package from the Tigers
as he walked out the door.

Tis The Season! Ho! Ho! Ho!

Merry Christmas

St. Agrippina DiMineo Benefit Society

26th Annual

Christmas Program for
North End Children Only
SANTA CLAUS IS COMING WITH GIFTS FOR
ALL THE NICE BOYS & GIRLS.
on Sunday, December 12th from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
at St. Agrippina’s Chapel at 459 Hanover Street

617-363-2678

 + All who wish to attend please call
between November
22 and December 5th. To confirm you must supply your child’s name, age,
gender, address and phone number so that we can report to Santa’s elves.

December 5th.

+ Please, you must confirm no later than
All children
10 and under will receive a picture with Santa and a gift. Children must be
present & accompanied by an adult. Also: Face Painting, Balloons,
Characters, Gift Bags. Please Bring a Camera!


+ Saint Agrippina’s Christmas Program is for North End Residents Only.

+++++++++++++++++++

Don’t miss seeing “Santa Claus”
“VIVA ST. AGRIPPINA
JUST A MERRY GOOD TIME

God Bless America

The Coro-Dante is presenting a beautiful Christmas
Concert on Sunday, December 12 th at 5:00 P.M. at
the Dante Alighieri Cultural Center, Hampshire St.,
Cambridge, MA. The concert will include beautiful
traditional Italian and American Christmas carols along
with Vivaldi’s breathtaking Gloria.
THIS CONCERT IS FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
For additional information call the Dante Alighieri
Cultural Center (617)-876-5160.

