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Patriots’ Day
by Ivanha Paz

Patriots’ Day although not a Federal holiday is a very im-
portant state holiday for Massachusetts and Maine, held
annually on the third Monday of every April. It is a com-
memoration of the battles of Lexington and Concord and
their great historical importance. These two battles were
the first fought in The American Revolutionary War, the
beginning of the United States’ fight for freedom from the
British rule.

Lexington and Concord are both very close to the City of
Boston and numerous events take place in and around
these areas marking the date. This year, Patriots’ Day falls
on Monday, April 15%, although the battles occurred in
April 19 of 1775. Two of the most notorious Holiday festivi-
ties are the reenactments of the battles that start as early
as 6:00 am in the Lexington Green, which features the
Lexington Militia and the British regulars and 8:00 am in

(Continued on Page 14)

News Briefs

by Sal Giarratani

Golden Gate Goes Electronic

The Toll takers on San Francisco’s Golden Gate
Bridge are no more. They have been replaced by
transponders and a camera system photograph-
ing license plates. Those who fail to pay receive
warnings and could end up getting their auto reg-
istrations held up by the California Department
of Motor Vehicles. The new system is supposed to
ease the flow of traffic on the Golden Gate Bridge
which opened up back in 1937. The last toll col-
lected by a human being was paid by Jim Eddie in
his vintage 1937 Packard sedan.

Temper that Trigger Finger

A prison guard has been charged with shooting
off his own finger while drunk attempting to re-
move his wedding ring during an argument with
his wife. The cops were called on March 2" and
were met at the door of the house by the guy who
said he was “trying to get rid of his wedding ring.”
He shot off his finger with the wedding ring still
on it. Inquiring minds want to know, if he ever
needs a new wedding ring, where’s he going to
put it?

Who Should Pick Judges?

There is something called the Missouri Plan for
choosing judges that many states are now aban-
doning. However, in Pennsylvania, three former

(Continued on Page 14)

The Thirtieth Annual
LAW AND JUSTICE DAY BREAKFAST

HONORABLE
FRANK M. GAZIANO
Justice Award

The Thirtieth Annual Law
and Justice Day Breakfast
sponsored by the Commis-
sion for Social Justice of the
Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts, Order Sons of Italy
in America will be held
on Sunday, May 5, 2013 at
Lombardo’s, Billings Street,
Randolph, Massachusetts be-
ginning at 9:00 am.

The Commission is
pleased and honored to an-
nounce the following recipi-
ents of this year’s awards.

The recipient of the “Jus-
tice Award” is The Honorable
Frank M. Gaziano. Judge
Gaziano is an Associate Jus-
tice of the Superior Court
and the Regional Adminis-
trative Justice in Plymouth
County. Judge Gaziano has
spent his legal career in
public service, serving from
1991 to 2001 as an Assistant
District Attorney in Plymouth
County, arguing major felony
cases and arguing appellate
cases before the Supreme
Judicial Court and Appeals
Court and rising over his
tenure to the position of
Deputy First Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney. From 2001 to
2004, he served as the First
Assistant United States At-
torney for the District of
Massachusetts, prosecuting
cases in the Organized
Crime Strike Force. Judge
Gaziano was appointed as
Associate Justice in 2004 by
then-Governor Mitt Romney
and has since been ap-
pointed by the Justices to
the Supreme Judicial Court
to the Standing Advisory
Committee on Criminal Pro-
cedure and the Model Homi-
cide Instruction Committee.

by Adriana Guida

CAPTAIN
FRANK MANCINI
Law Award

Judge Gaziano is a respected
lecturer on evidence, crimi-
nal procedure, substantive
criminal law and trial advo-
cacy. He frequently takes
part in charitable and volun-
teer work.

This year’s recipient of
the “Law Award” is Captain
Frank Mancini. Captain
Mancini began his law en-
forcement career over 20
years ago as a patrol officer
in some of Boston’s toughest
neighborhoods. He worked
his way up through the
ranks, including serving as
Lieutenant in his home
town of East Boston. In 2007,
he was promoted to the rank
of Captain, the first Italian
born officer to achieve this
rank in the Boston Police
Department. In 2012, he was
appointed as the Superin-
tendent of the Bureau of Pro-
fessional Standards, Boston
Police Department, placing
him in charge of the Anti-
Corruption Division, Inter-
nal Affairs Division, Auditing
and Review Unit and the
Recruit Investigation Unit.
Among his accomplishments
is an invitation from the
Panamanian government to
present on police and pub-
lic official corruption. Cap-
tain Mancini has been cited
for outstanding work by the
Boston Police Department,
state and local government
entities, the FBI and the
United States District Attor-
ney’s office. In honor of his
Italian roots, he has been
an active member of the
Italian American Police
Officers Association and
the Associazione Nazionale
Carabinieri.

HONORABLE
LINDA BALZOTTI
Public Service Award

The “Public Service Award”
will be given to The Honor-
able Linda Balzotti. Mayor
Balzotti was elected the first
female and third Italian
American Mayor for the City
of Brockton in 2009. She has
dedicated a majority of her
career to public service in
Brockton, serving on the
city’s Planning Board before
being elected in 1998 to
the City Council. Beginning
during her tenure as a City
Councilor and continuing
through her three years as
Mayor, Linda Balzotti has
dedicated her time to devel-
oping the city of Brockton
through areas such as busi-
ness development, neighbor-
hood stabilization and edu-
cational advancement. Her
accomplishments in office
include advancements in
how information is dissemi-
nated to residents of the city.

The Commission for Social
Justice acts as the anti-
defamation arm of the Order
Sons of Italy in America and
its purpose is to ensure equal
concern, respect, treatment
and opportunity for all Ital-
ians, Italian-Americans and
those of other ethnic origins.
Keeping within the focus of
their purpose, the Commis-
sion is extremely proud to be
able to recognize these out-
standing individuals who
have proven themselves as
leaders within the commu-
nity, the state and in the
preservation of their Italian
Heritage.

For additional information
or to purchase tickets,
please contact the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts at
617-489-5234.

THE POST-GAZETTE SATELLITE OFFICE IS NOW OPEN AT 35 BENNINGTON STREET, EAST BOSTON
This office is open on Tuesdays from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM and Thursdays from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM,
for the convenience of our East Boston and North Shore clients and contributors.
Call 617-227-8929 for more information.
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Stirpe
Nostra

by Prof. Edmund
Turiello

A weekly column highlighting some
of the more interesting aspects of our
ancestry...our lineage...our roots.

JAMES MADISON

DATE OF BIRTH:
March 16, 1751
DATE OF DEATH:
June 28, 1836
PLACE OF BIRTH:

Port Conway, Virginia Colony
PLACE OF DEATH:
Orange, VA
WIFE: Dolley
PRESIDENT: 1809-1817

From the state of Virginia, here’s another contribution,
He is known as the father of our Constitution;
Kept the most complete record, worked days and nights,
He also helped with our great Bill of Rights.

This fourth C.E.O, named James Madison,
Was Secretary of State under Tom Jefferson;
A strict constructionist he served out two terms,
It was during his time that D.C. was burned.

Young Dolley Paine, a Virginia beauty,
Married John Todd as her Quaker duty;
It was a good marriage and they really tried,
But three years later he just up and died.

Supporting a young child at that time was no fun,
But she soon caught the eye of James Madison;
Once again this fair lady was not known to falter,
As Jim led his beauty right up to the altar.

She soon blossomed forth in an elegant way,
To become one of the best loved ladies of her day;
As Jefferson’s hostess she mixed with the cream,
And then as First Lady she reigned socially supreme.

At the Inaugural Ball after Madison was crowned,

She wore a plumed satin headdress and was velvety gowned;

The White House was furnished with the finest of drapes,
And then it was burned by those mad British apes.

At the height of the fire she delivered her all,
Scooped Washington’s picture right off the wall;
And then by what must have been supreme intention,
She salvaged Jim’s notes on the Constitutional Convention.

The Octagon was available while they rebuilt “The House,”
And so it was offered to Dolley and her spouse;
Spent her retirement years near Lafayette Park,

Needless to say she stayed home after dark.
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Res Publica

by David Trumbull

A Cry of Defiance, and Not of Fear

Monday I'll be
in Washington,
D.C., far away
from Patriots’
Day commemo-
rations here
in Massachu-
setts. If Boston
makes it to the
national televi-
sion news that
day, it’'ll be for
the Boston Marathon and not
the midnight rides of Paul
Revere, William Dawes,
and Samuel Prescott and
the resistance, on the morn-
ing of April 19, 1775, of the
colonist at Concord and Lex-
ington to an over-reaching
central government treading
on the rights of the people.

Or perhaps, some com-
mentator — surely at least
Fox News will make the con-
nection — will observe that
history is repeating itself.
Let’s hope someone notes
that while the colonists had
remonstrated in speeches
and in print and had even
engaged in destruction of
property (the Boston Tea
Party) in their quest to end
unjust taxation, it was the

redcoats marching on them
to seize their guns that
forced the Americans to take
up those guns against a
government that, through
oppression of the king’s sub-
jects, had lost its legitimacy.
Let’s hope that someone
with a national audience
points out that “the shot
heard round the world”
was fired to squash the
government’s latest gun con-
trol initiative.

You know the rest. In the
books you have read
How the British regulars
fired and fled, —
How the farmers gave them
ball for ball,

From behind each fence and
Sfarmyard-wall,
Chasing the red-coats down
the lane,

Then crossing the fields to
emerge again
Under the trees at the turn
of the road,

And only pausing to fire
and load.

— Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow

While I cannot be in Bos-

ton (or Concord or Lexington)
for Patriots’ Day, I do plan to
join 2,000 patriots on the
Boston Common, at the
Parkman Bandstand, on Sat-
urday, April 13", from 1:00
to 3:00 pm for the Greater
Boston Tea Party Rally.
The keynote speaker at this
important event will be
Grover Norquist, who will be
joined by Fox News contribu-
tor Dr. Keith Ablow and an
impressive list of inspiring
speakers.

I hope to see you there. A
huge turnout on the historic
Boston Common will show
that the conservative move-
ment is not only alive and
well, it is ratcheting up
its efforts to do whatever is
necessary to slash govern-
ment spending, reduce the
federal debt and “unburden
the next generation”. At this
rally conservative groups
throughout the Common-
wealth - all the major Tea
Parties, gun owners, Liber-
tarians, Republicans and
Independents — are joining
together to synergistically
support and promote a sin-
gular project.

Quincy Holds Annual

VIETNAM VETERANS DAY CELELBRATION APRIL 25™

The Quincy Chapter of the Vietnam Com-
bat Veterans Combined Armed Forces will
be holding its annual memorial service on
Thursday, April 25" at the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial Clock Tower in Marina Bay,
Quincy at 2:00 pm. Guest speaker will be
the Honorable G. Patrick Murphy, Chief
Justice of the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of Illinois. Judge Murphy
is a Vietnam Combat Marine.

Earlier in the morning, the Vietnam Com-
bat Veterans will be rededicating the me-

by Sal Giarratani

morial square to Lance/Cpl. James Cavic-
chi, U.S.M.C. at the corner of Phillips Street
and Kendrick Avenue at 11:00 am. They will
be dedicating the memorial square at 89 Gil-
bert Street to Spec 4 J. Michael Barry, U.S.
Army at 11:45 am and a memorial square
in honor of Lance/Cpl.
U.S.M.C. at Safford Street at 12:30 pm.

As Larry Norton, a Vietnam combat Marine

David Sullivan,

and the president of Quincy’s Vietnam Com-

bat Veterans group reminds all,
us, they will live forever.

“Through

Run to FORUM to Join the Joe Andruzzi Foundation’s
Boston Marathon Watch Party and Fundraiser

Join Joe Andruzzi, Presi-
dent of the Joe Andruzzi
Foundation (JAF) and his
wife Jen, JAF Executive
Director; RadioBDC after-
noon show host, Adam 12,
Marathon spectators and
JAF supporters on Monday,
April 15, 2013 from 10:00 am
to 6:00 pm to cheer on thou-
sands of brave runners
sprinting to the finish line
of the 117%™ Boston Marathon
— as well as the Foun-
dation’s East Commerce
Solutions-sponsored “Team
JAF” — at a viewing party and
fundraiser benefitting the
Joe Andruzzi Foundation.

Situated mere steps from
the finish line of the world’s
most historic and difficult
marathon courses, FORUM,
located at 755 Boylston
Street, Boston, provides one
of the best viewing spots
on Boylston Street as it
teams up with the JAF,
RadioBDC and Michelob
Ultra to host one of the city’s
most meaningful Marathon
Monday watch parties. Not
only will the event honor

months of hard work, train-
ing and fundraising, it will
also support the ongoing

work of JAF, as 25% of

proceeds raised through

ticket sales benefit the
Foundation. Join the party
to celebrate the work of

(Continued on Page 15)
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OUR POLICY: To help preserve the ideals and sacred traditions
of this our adopted country the United States of America:
To revere its laws and inspire others to respect and obey them:
To strive unceasingly to quicken the public’s sense of civic duty:
In all ways to aid in making this country greater and better
than we found it.

OBAMACARE:
The Worst is Yet to Come

by Sal Giarratani

As someone who has always supported access
to affordable healthcare for all citizens, I continue to
oppose the Patient Protection and Affordable Care
Act of 2010 on its third anniversary, I knew the
President’s empty promise that if you liked your present
health insurance plan and doctor that nothing would
change would never come to pass under his signature
health insurance proposal. Next year in January 2014
as Obamacare becomes even more of a reality, the
U.S. healthcare industry continues to purport that
Obamacare will bring health insurance to millions of
presently uninsured Americans.

However, many in the healthcare industry are also
lobbying Senate Democrats on Capitol Hill to overturn
the $130 million in taxes needed to fund this new law
which forces employers to provide insurance coverage
for all full-time workers or face a fine. Many Ameri-
cans will lose their current health insurance as
employers decide to either pay the fine or go to more
part-time employees to avoid the mandate. More Ameri-
cans will be forced to go into the government-
subsidized health insurance pool.

In the end, business never takes a loss and consum-
ers will find prices soaring to cover the President’s plan.
There is no such thing as a free lunch or free health
care. Somebody always has to pay and in the end that
someone will be individual citizens who will find their
access to health care will be limited under Obamacare
and the notion that under the Affordable Health Care
Act of 2010 you can keep the same doctor who cur-
rently treats you will be seen as a hollow promise.

Sadly, I think Obamacare is here to stay and I blame
Democrats in Congress who bought the Obama snake
oil and like former Speaker Nancy Pelosi says, Con-
gress had to pass Obamacare in order to know what
was in it.

As for that photo op by Senate Republicans showing a
huge stack of papers as a prop at a recent press confer-
ence, it would better that they were speaking out and
working together to get the American people a better
plan that would really work for all. The idea that more
taxes and regulations will make better their health
insurance is fallacious. Right now, most polls show a
majority of Americans mistakenly believe what the
president is selling, a cure that works for the patient.

Health care/insurance reform need not be a part of
the Democratic class warfare agenda.

Tossed® Grand Opening Brings Its Fresh,

Healthy Cuisine to Boston’s Financial District

New Fast-Casual Restaurant Features Made-to-Order Gourmet Salads, Wraps,
Panini, Sandwiches and Soups; Events Include Fundraiser for Boston Bruins Foundation

Tossed®, home of garden
fresh salads, wraps, grilled
panini, sandwiches and
soups, along with an array of
breakfast items is proud to
announce the grand opening
of its second Boston location
at One Post Office Square in
the heart of Boston’s’ finan-
cial district, directly across
from the Norman B. Levan-
thal Park. Tossed offers din-
ers made-to-order salads
with over 50 choices of toss-
ings, along with a menu of
wholesome items designed
for today’s health-conscious
customer.

Tossed’s official grand
opening celebration took
place on Tuesday, April 2~
with a VIP Party hosted by
local Hingham residents and
Tossed owners Brian and
Dana Hanseth along with
Tossed executives and the
Boston Bruins Foundation,
represented by Executive
Director Bob Sweeney and
his team. Tossed Boston and
the Boston Bruins Founda-
tion, featured a ribbon-
cutting by local VIPs, as well
as the cutting of a “ceremo-
nial head of lettuce,” at
12:30 pm. The restaurant
opened to the public on
Wednesday, April 3.

Also marking the opening
of the new Tossed was a
contribution to the Boston
Bruins Foundation from
Brian and Dana Hanseth.
Held as part of the res-
taurant’s VIP activities, the
fundraiser will benefit the
many scholastic and local
community programs whose
interest is shared by the Han-
seth family and the Boston
Bruins Foundation. Dana
Hanseth, who grew up in
Chelmsford and obtained
degrees from University
of New Hampshire and
Lesley University, considers
healthy eating an important
part of her family’s lifestyle
something her husband
Brian, a highly successful
former Wall Street invest-

= m= Thiz: Bog1nn Beuins Foundafion | $2.500.00
Two Thousand
Grian and Dana Banseih
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L-R: Bruins Ice Girl Deanna Flanagan, Tossed owners
Brian and Dana Hanseth, Bruins Foundation’s Bob

Sweeney and Ice Girl Ashley Comes.

ment banker took to heart
when moving the family
back to New England.

Tossed is a nationwide
franchise chain known for
its distinctively fresh menu
served in a warm but mod-
ern, fast-casual ambience.
Tossed restaurants are
known for their ultra-fresh,
made-to-order gourmet sal-
ads served with signature
dressings, along with amaz-
ing wraps, sandwiches,
grilled panini served on
artisan bread, and soups.
“With the Prudential Center
location already attracting
an extremely loyal following
of guests who appreciate
lighter and more wholesome
fare for lunch and dinner,
we're anticipating much of
the same from our guests in
the Financial District” stated
Brian Hanseth.

“Tossed will be a truly
FRESH addition to the din-
ing offerings in Boston’s’
business center” said Jason
Chodash, President of Tossed
Franchise Corporation.
While the Chief Develop-
ment Officer adds, “Our
quest to act as environmen-
tal stewards utilizing eco-
friendly decor and emphasis
on recyclable products and
packaging is just a small

(Photo by Roger Farrington)

part of the message we
hope to send to our guests.
We, with the help of ex-
tremely caring and local
franchisees like Brian and
Dana, strive to give a great
overall dining experience.”
Tossed’s dedication to the
best in dining extends to
its regard for the environ-
ment. Its stores feature a
number of “green” and eco-
friendly practices, from
menus printed on 100%
recycled post-consumer pa-
per to salad bowls made from
recycled water bottles and
chairs made from 111 re-
cycled Coke bottles.

“At Tossed we're passion-
ate about bringing our guests
the best quality food in a con-
venient casual dining expe-
rience with unique ameni-
ties like free Wi-Fi and cell
phone charging. The grand
opening of our second Boston
franchise location is im-
mensely gratifying for us,”
said Brian Chodash, Vice
President of Tossed Fran-
chise Corporation. “We con-
gratulate Brian, Dana and
Tossed Boston team for their
genuine commitment.”

Tossed, which promotes a
“FRESH food FAST” philoso-

(Continued on Page 12)
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North End Friends

The North End Friends of St. Francis House
raised $9062.00 this year at their annual
Bake Sale and Flea Market. Once again the
amount was matched and they delivered
just over $18,100 to the Homeless Shelter.
This is the most money raised by the group.

They would not be able to do such a won-
derful thing if not for the many people in
the North End who donated money, baked
goodies for the bake sale, items for the flea
market or came by and bought items dur-
ing the event.

This is a community-wide event with so
many people contributing in many different
ways. It is unbelievable how generous and
supportive friends, relatives, neighbors and
businesses are in the North End, the group
is truly blessed!

A special thank you goes out to: Mary
Romano for cooking all of the eggplant, meat-
balls and sausages and then serving and
selling them both days, along with her side-
kick and husband Frank Romano. Patricia
Romano, for helping with everything for like
a month! Lillian Ferullo and Maryann
Tordiglione for all of their help with setting
up and then running the bake sale for two
days. Diane Armstrong for all of her help.
Mikey “FUD” Giannasoli for all of his help
getting the food and baked goods and run-
ning around making sure everything was

of St. Francis House Raise Over $18,000

perfect, as well as donating two Celtics tick-
ets for the raffle. Anthony Virgilio of Old
North Construction for his annual $1,000
donation. Bill, Rebecca and Brianna Woods
along with MANNY from the Nazzaro Center
with set up on Thursday, Vinny Sablone for
his help with clean up on Saturday. Carl
Ameno for his use once again of the Nazzaro
Center. Ida DePasquale and the North End
Seniors for giving up their club day at the
Center. Mike’s Pastry, Dr. Bova and Joe
Pace for the tremendous amount of items
they donated. Maria’s Pastry and Boschetto’s
for their donation of baked goods. My
Cousin’s Place, True Value Hardware, Green
Cross Pharmacy, Hanover Wine & Spirits,
Mangia Mangia’s and The Connah Store for
putting collection cans in their stores for a
whole month. Johnny and Karen at Mangia
Mangia’s for helping with a ton of stuff too
long to list here and everyone who baked
their famous recipes for the group to sell —
and everything was sold — no food or baked
goods were left over!

This was a truly amazing event that raised
money for people so much less fortunate
than us and together — everyone from the
North End Family is proud of what was
accomplished and were more than happy to
help a great organization like St. Francis
House.
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L’Anno Bello: A Year in Italian Folklore

This past weekend, I cel-
ebrated my wedding shower
along with my fiancé. There
were many wonderful as-
pects I loved about the
shower: the reunion of fam-
ily and friends, a delicious
strawberry cake, peals of
laughter resounding through
the room. However, in the
midst of this joyous festivity,
I was reminded that Italian
weddings often carry a sin-
ister side, enveloped in the
world of superstition. Be-
cause marriage involves
such a monumental life
change, Italian society as-
cribes a number of supersti-
tions to weddings, born of
natural anxieties and the
universal desire to prescribe
good luck to the new couple.
Some of my family members
still hand out confetti, or sug-
ared almonds, as favors at
showers and weddings. Sup-
posedly, when wrapped in
groups of five, they bestow
fertility, health, longevity,
happiness and wealth to
the newlyweds. However, the
confetti is merely a portion of
the rich tapestry of Italian
superstitions.

I love learning about
superstitions because they
are reminders of the values
held dear by ancient societ-
ies. The superstitions that
survived to this day tap deep
into the fears and desires of
the human subconscious:
worries over our mortality,
longing for a good harvest, a
need for control in an unpre-
dictable world. Gathered be-
low are some Italian super-
stitions repeated in my fam-
ily, most from my grand-
mother. If you think that
spring proves an odd time to
talk about something as
creepy as superstitions,

Very Superstitious!
by Ally Di Censo

keep in mind that Italian
culture begs to differ. An-
cient Romans celebrated
many festivals honoring the
dead during spring. Odd, per-
haps, but in the harsh world
of antiquity death was an
ever-present companion —
along with primal emotions
of joy and hope. So get ready
to dive into the spooky side
of Italian folklore:

The number 17 is bad
luck: This is an often re-
peated nugget from my
grandmother. In the United
States, Friday the 13™
serves as the quintessential
bad-luck day. In Italy, it is the
17" of the month. I am not
sure why this is so, but
author Mirella Sichirollo
Patzer theorizes that this
is because the Roman nu-
meral for 17, XVII, can be
rearranged to spell VIXI, a
Latin word meaning “he
lived” that is found carved in
many ancient tombstones.

Malocchio: This trans-
lates to “evil eye” and is an
extremely popular supersti-
tion not only in Italy, but in
the entire Mediterranean
world. Supposedly, looking at
a person with jealousy or
anger is enough to trigger a
mountain of bad luck upon
them. As such, Italians de-
vised a plethora of charms to
ward away malocchio. One of
them is the corno, a horn-
shaped amulet found every-
where ranging from neck-
laces to home decorations,
usually colored red (true
story: when [ was little, I
thought these were supposed
to represent chili peppers).
There are many contrasting
theories as to how this amu-
let came to be, so I would
appreciate hearing readers’
family stories!

Birds: My grandmother ac-
quires a very ominous voice
when she talks about birds,
as they are generally har-
bingers of bad luck in Italy.
A bird flying into the house
is a death omen, perhaps
because ancients viewed
birds as being closer to the
world of the dead due to their
ability to fly. My grand-
mother mostly fears owls,
which Italians also consider
a death omen as a result to
their intense stare and eerie
cry. Conversely, however,
owls also represent wisdom
and knowledge.

Salt: Many readers will
probably be familiar with the
idea that spilling salt is bad
luck, since this is a super-
stition that has reached all
corners of the globe. It is
also quite popular in Italy,
and my grandmother swears
by it. This superstition origi-
nates from the fact that salt
was a very precious com-
modity in ancient times,
and thus spilling it could
really result in financial bad
luck. Also related to the “pre-
cious commodity” line of
superstitions are the Italian
beliefs that it is bad luck to
spill olive oil or throw away
bread.

Okay, L’Anno Bello readers,
I now have a challenge for
you. Since I am so inter-
ested in the fascinating
world of Italian supersti-
tions, I would really appreci-
ate it if you could send me
other omens and tidbits of
lore passed down through
your families. If I collect
enough, I will publish them
in a later edition of L’Anno
Bello.

Until then, watch your salt
shakers and mind your
eyes!

Ally Di Censo is a Graduate Student in History at the University of Massachusetts Boston.
She appreciates any comments and suggestions about Italian holidays and folklore at

adicenso89@gmail.com.

RUFF FUNDRAISER!!
April 20t

(@

Improv Asylum show! 4:00 pm!!! Half of all
proceeds generated at this event go to RUFF.
Help us meet our fundraising goals. This
money helps us clean up for Spring and
goes into our SAVINGS for our dream dog
park. Not to mention it will be a blast! Spread

the word and get your tickets before they are sold
out! Tickets will be available in person and online using
the code RUFF. More details on purchasing to follow, if you
have questions please email info@ruffboston.org
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Fried Clams, Dairy Queen, Baseball
and Bob Turley

Our long winter is over and
with each day comes hope
that warmer weather has re-
awoken for all of us. The first
signs of spring came a few
weeks back as I crossed over
from North Weymouth into
Quincy Point over the Fore
River Bridge. There was a
line of folks at the window of
Dairy Queen where every-
one seemed eager to taste
their first soft-serve ice
cream in months. Then dur-
ing Holy Week, Tony’'s Clam
Shop re-opened for a new
season. This year under
doctor’s orders, all that fried
fish is out for me but this
place makes a mean broiled
seafood plate to die for.

Finally, the Red Sox
started out on a winning
note down at Yankee Sta-
dium as Jon Lester bested
CC on the mound. After the
past couple of seasons, I was
drawn back to my younger
days as a baby boomer base-
ball fan. Long before Red Sox
Nation and when the Yan-
kees played like baseball
gods.

When I am not munching
down fish on Wollaston Bou-
levard or eating ice cream
in Quincy Point, I am think-
ing baseball. Shortly, I will be
celebrating both my retire-
ment and next birthday and
remembering back to the day
when the most serious thing
I did was keeping track of my
favorite baseball players and
their stats.

When I think of April, I
think warm weather on the
horizon. Back in the day, I
would travel with my family
and thousands of others over
to Revere Beach on what is
now called the Blue Line.
All the amusements opened
up on Easter Sunday and
after Mass, Roxbury and
South End kids knew where
the action was. Nothing like
whacking each other on the
Dodgem cars or going inside
the Hippodrome for the best
merry-go-round ride in the
world.

However, it was baseball
and softball we all waited for
after the last snow flake fell.
I still actually own my first
baseman’s glove that I pur-
chased in Downtown Boston
at Raymond’s for a mere five
bucks. In 1965, I used it as
a first baseman on the St.
Philip Phillies baseball team
in Roxbury. In the next few
months, I hope to be using
it again as a member of the
West End Co-ed Softball
League 48 years later. They
don’t make gloves the way
they used to, huh?

As for baseball, I don’t re-
member the last time I was
at Fenway Park. Tickets are
much too expensive for me.
Back in the day when
bleacher seats were 60
cents apiece, I saw 20 games
a season when the Sox were
stinkoroo. Back then, we
would play hide and seek
from the ushers as we began
our move from the bleachers

over to the third base line.
Seventy five percent of the
seats were always empty
and sitting two rows from the
visitor dugout was a real
bargain at 60 cents. Hey,
sometimes, we didn't make
it and the ushers threw us
out of the park but most
times we were successful
because there were always
more of us than them.

Prior to 1967 most Red Sox
fans went to Fenway to
see the baseball greats from
the other teams that came
to town. If we actually won
a game, we were always
amazed. Recently, I read
that Yankees pitcher Bob
Turley had passed away.
I always liked him even
though the Yankees had so
many other great pitchers
on their staff. My favorite
Yankee was Whitey Ford. I
also liked Ralph Terry but
there was something about
Bob Turley. Maybe it was
his fast ball. Maybe because
he played in the shadow of
so many other NY Yankees
players but he was always
really good. He never made
the Hall of Fame but in his
8 New York years, he went
82-52 with 58 complete
games and a 3.64 ERA. His
best season was 1958 when
he went 21-7 with 19 com-
plete games, 6 shutouts and
a 2.97 ERA. He won the Cy
Young that year.

The Red Sox weren’t fun
during all those lean years
of the late fifties and sixties.
In 1961, they finished an
amazing 33 games behind
the World Champion NY
Yankees. Both in September
2011 and all of last (72-90)
season old memories were
resurrected younger fans
were in disarray, but for me,
I had seen it so many times
before.

This year, I will be play-
ing ball again. For the past
few seasons, I have always
been the oldest player in the
West End League and the
glove I use is usually older
than 80 percent of the
league’s ballplayers.

I feel every spring and
summer with the hope that
I can survive another sea-
son as a ballplayer. I don’t
run so well anymore. Most of
my power has been weak-
ened with age but I can still
pick my shots and hope I
beat out the ball to first. My
running isn’t pretty to watch
either but the fact that I still
run to first after all these
seasons is an amazing feat
in itself.

So give me a sunny day,
some broiled fish and an ice
cream cone and I will be
ready to take to the field and
hope I won’t embarrass
myself. I am not as good as
I once was and I am far from
being useless but please
close your eyes while I am
running the base paths.

Enjoy spring and summer
and use your gift of time to
its fullness.
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Freedoms Foundation Sends
Ten Students to Valley Forge Conference

Judge Joseph V. Ferrino (Ret.) seated along with Bay State Chapter of Freedoms
Foundation President Joseph V. Ferrino, Jr., (standing, center) and the ten honorees
who will be attending the Freedoms Foundation Four-Day Youth Leadership Conference

at Valley Forge.

On April 4™, the Bay State
Chapter of Freedoms Foun-
dation held a reception at
Spinelli’s Function Room in
Day Square, East Boston to
honor ten young people from
East Boston, Revere and
Winthrop who will be attend-
ing the annual Freedoms
Foundation Four-Day Youth
Leadership Conference at

(Photo by Rosario

Valley Forge in Pennsylva-
nia on April 25%. There the
local youth will meet up
with approximately 500
young people from across
the country.

Freedoms Foundation was
formed in 1949 by a number
of national leaders includ-
ing among others the future
President Dwight D. Eisen-

Scabin, Ross Photography)

hower to promote civics
and U.S. history and to edu-
cate and inspire the young
people of America. It was
started as a non-profit dedi-
cated to helping students,
teachers and citizens gain
a greater awareness and
appreciation of the prin-
ciples of our free and demo-
cratic society.

Colantuono Deangelis Trust Fund
Scholarships Applications Now Available

The Trustees of the Edith G. Colantuono
and Amelia and Henry DeAngelis Scholar-
ship Trust Fund are pleased to announce
that the application process for August 2013
scholarships is now underway. The gifts
are awarded in honor and memory of the
many decades of humanitarian service
provided by the Trust Fund’s namesakes,
Edith G. Colantuono and Amelia and Henry
DeAngelis. Ninety-five scholarships have
been awarded since 1994.

High school seniors entering the follow-
ing fields or college graduate and graduate
students enrolled in the areas of Human
Services, Education, Teaching Recreation,
Therapeutic Recreation, Outdoor Education

and Environmental Sciences are encour-
aged to apply. Elementary and middle school
students may also be considered for work-
shop scholarships if they demonstrate an
interest in one of the areas noted. Prefer-
ence for scholarships and or workshops
will be given to students who have excelled
academically, who live in, or who attend (or
have attended) school in East Boston and
who have provided volunteer services or
exhibited outstanding leadership qualities
in their community.

Students meeting the criteria are
invited to apply for the Colantuono/
DeAngelis  Scholarship by visiting:

wwuw.colantuonodeangelistrustfund.com.

Malden ngh School Students Step Up for Housing Families

Mlchaela D’Onofrio and
Alyssa Figueiredo.

Michaela D’Onofrio and Alyssa Figueiredo have recently
been accepted into the National Honor Society at Malden
High School. As you may know, the National Honor Society
is a club where students come together to make a change
in their community.

As members of the National Honor Society, they were
asked to come up with a project that could impact the com-
munity and that they could connect with. They chose to put
a kick ball game together in the gym of Malden high school
with students against teachers. The event will be held on
May 2, 2013. Everyone who attends will be asked to bring
canned goods and/ or money to participate. All of the pro-
ceeds and donations from this event will go to Housing Fami-
lies in Malden. Housing Families is an organization where
homeless families are given a home. These families are
provided with affordable housing. Michaela and Alyssa
decided to target the children living there by inviting them
to the event. The goal is to give them a fun day that will
take their minds off of all of the trouble that they have been
through. The children will be able to enjoy the crafts that
will be provided. These children have been abused and some
have no parents, so a day away from it all could really ben-
efit them. In order to make this day a success they will
need many people to join. You can help by getting people
interested in coming to the game. The more people who
attend, the more donations they will receive, to ensure that

these children maintain a safe and healthy lifestyle. You can assist in achieving this goal
by reaching out to members of the Malden community, for example by email or any other
method of communication. They need a large quantity of donations, so spread the word in
your ward or even donate items yourselves. Any donation would be greatly appreciated.

They hope that you will take their project into consideration; any type of assistance you
could give will be greatly appreciated and would surely make a difference in the lives of
these children in the community.

Donations can be sent to Housing Families Inc., 354 Cross Street in Malden, MA 02148.
For a listing of needed donations, please visit www.housingfamilies.org.
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“An Afternoon with the Champ,

Tony DeMarco

Local Book Signing Appearance by
Former Undisputed Welterweight Champion

Caffé Vittoria, ATS Communications
and Legas Publishing are pleased to
announce that Tony DeMarco will be
available to personally sign copies of
his bestselling autobiography Nardo:
Memoirs of a Boxing Champion on Sat-
urday April 20" from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
at Caffé Vittoria, 290 Hanover Street,
Boston.

Dubbed “The Flame and Fury of Fleet
Street,” North End native, Tony
DeMarco, is the former undisputed
Welterweight Champion of the World,
and has become the unofficial ambas-
sador to the North End. To acknowledge his achievements,
a statue was erected in October 2012 at the corner of Cross
and Hanover Street; and several years have passed since
the city renamed Fleet Street to Tony DeMarco Way in his
honor.

One of Boston’s most beloved sports figures, Tony DeMarco
defeated Johnny Saxton in 1955 to become the undisputed
Welterweight Champion at the famed Boston Garden, just
a few blocks from his home in the North End. His epic battles
with Carmen Basilio are considered two of the greatest
matches in boxing history.

Caffé Vittoria welcomes the public to stop by and meet
The Champ. Tony will be available to sign copies of
his autobiography, Nardo: Memoirs of a Boxing Champion.
Written in his own words with honesty and humor, the book
touches upon the triumphs and tragedies that shaped him
as an individual. It details his humble beginning on Fleet
Street, his rise to the top of the boxing world and his days
in Arizon